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A Great Path*finder

N able, honest and distinguished career sut-Afered an untimely end, when ex-Governor
William Ogilvie, of Yukon, literally died
in harness at the Winnipeg General Hos-

pital on the l2th of November.
After an unsuccessful venture in a Yukon

dredgingr company, in which he "iost ail but honour,"

hie had for a couple of years past been conducting

the very important work of reporting on the water-

powers of the Albany and Saskatchewan Rivers,

whose latent potentialities for Canada are as great

as the wealth of the Klondike goidfiei'ds. While

there bis usuai prophetic foresight outlined a plan

whereby about five million acres of first-class land

could be readily reclaimed; and on this he made

a valuiable and practical report -to the Government.
About a year ago, while at Le Pas, near the mouth

of the Saskatchewan, hie suffered froin what hie be-

lieved to be ptomnaine poisoning. Oný bis return to

Ottawa he was miuch troubied through the winter

with the effects aimost leading to a critical opera-

tion; but feeling better in the spring, he insisted

on resuming work. This ended in bi illness in

the Winnipeg River district, and subsequent removal

to Winnipeg, when it was too late.
Born niear Ottawa, be took up the profession of

surveying, and entered the service of the Govern-

ment, where be became one of our most noted ex-
plorers and patbfinders. By Sir John A. Macdonald

hie was sent on important missions affecting Pro-
vincial and Dominion boundaries, which were exe-
cuted with promptitude, tboroughness and economy.

When the Canada-Alaska boundary begran to boni
up in the middle eighties, he was sent to report.on
the strip of dîsputed territory bordering on -the
North Pacific Ocean, and adjacent islands. He
explored the mountain ranges between Taku iniet
and Lynn Canal. For this innocent but painstakling
service be was rewarded by a broadside froru the
bystericai and Iying press of Seattle and San Fran-
cisco, whose total iack of veracity and commoni
sense cannot be better illustrated than by a perusai
of their articles, calling on the U. S. Governmnent
to prevent that mani Ogilvie f romi stealing the strip,
or of fortifying its passes with artillery.

IN 1887 Mr. Ogilvie was sent into Yukon territory
Jto begin delimitation of the l4lst mneridian,

the established boundlary between Canada and
Alaska, The discovery of coarse gold hiad
attracted somne hundreds of mniners to the Forty-
mile River, but as it rises in Alaska and flows

through Canadian territory for about 30 miles bhe
fore joining the Yukon River, it was necessary to

ascertain where the boundcary ran through the gold-
fields, to prevent clashes of authority.

Altbough Mr. Ogilvie bad to abandon most of the

prope<r, but beavy, appliances for astronomical ob-

servation, be adapted local aids so well, anid did

bis work se thorougbly that bis line was accepted
by he . . athoites ortwernty years. The
tbeU.S.utho 1007sfo- twri clever vounz

After another short but perilous trip up the Taku
iniet, in the end of November, 1894, where years

of hardships were crowded into a f ew weeks, amid
the stornis, driving ice, and snowy desolation there,

Mr. Ogilvie was sent in the summer of 1895 to

Yukon again to prolong bis international line. He

remained in the territory until the summer of 1897.
When Robert H-enderson, of Pictou, Nova Scotia,

foliowed bis discovery of gold in creeks in the

Indian River Valley, 1894-95, by a richer discovery
on Gold Bottoni-Hunker Creek in the Klondike Val-

ley in june-July, 1896, a stampede followed; and

as Mr. Ogilvie says, there were parties of miners

scouring the country in August looking for the new

find. 'Phe Carmac-"Snookum Jim" and "Cuitus

Charlie"' party went there to stake, by 1r-enderson's
invitation to the whiteman, George W. Carmac.

On their return, "Snookum Jim"' stumbled on a

find of coarse gold on what is now Bonanza Creek.

Almost simultaneously a party of miners headed by

Monahan, in crossing Bonanza on their way to

Henderson's, also, found gold, some miles below

the others. In ignorance of the other discovery
they'staked there, and some tume later at a meeting
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of twenty-five miners who had come f rom ail parts
hunting for Henderson's find, held a mniners' mieet-
ing, named the creek Bonanza, itz tribuitary El-
dorado, and decided to renieasure tuie dlaims with
a rope, which hiad been shortened soin e ten feet by
one of the party.

Claini jumping foilowed, and when in the autunn
some holes had been sunk to bedrock, about thirty
feet and the reai riches of Bonanza began to be

no funerals followed, although in on e case he sur-
veyed hi's temporary host off his jumped dlaim.

Pres-ents he would flot acctpt, nor pay, except a

nugget or two, fromn dlaim owner friends; though

in one case hie was almost compelied to accept two

pans of gravel from a rich dlaim. He panned out

about $110 (since exaggerated -to over $400), and

in their presence put it into a small glass bottie,
sealed it up, and so it has since remaiiied.

Had he flot been absolutely fair and honest hie

iad many chances to have staked and held very rich

ground, during the survey. TIhis was particularly
the case in what is known as the Dick Lowe fraction

of 86 feet, which produced over $400,000 of gold.

Mr. Ogilvie becanie aware of this fraction whiie

surveying near discovery, and fuily aware of the

richness of the dlaims on either side He would

not stake it himiself, and he would nlot give any in-

formation te Lowe, who was working for him at

the time, and sought lis advice as to staking it.

Lowe had to leave bis service before he could stake
the dlaim.

Again, he became aware of the Clarence Berry

fraction, where ail the work of four clains had

been done on the forty-four feet which was net

known to exist between two of the dlaims, and about

$130,000 of gold already lay in the dumps, which

would become the property of whoever first guessed

the secret and staked the fraction. Most carefully

he warned Berry of bis danger, and then through

a skilful ruse instructed a friend of B- how to

stake. the ground properly and record it. Byrne,
the friend, was handsomnely rewarded, but as usual

Mr. Ogilviewould nlot accept any remuneration for

bis invaluable assistance.
In 1887 hie retturned to Ottawa, and in 1898 was

induced to accept the commissionership or governor-

ship of Yukon, which had been practicaliy offered

to him before and was deciined.
During bis three years of administration, the Most

perplexing, strenflous and trying that any Canadian

administrator ever had, he hrought order and settled

conditions out of the chaos following the great

rushes of 1897 and -1898, when about f orty thousand

or more men passed inward to the Klondike region.

He was fortunate in having during the first year

the loyal support of such a splendid officer as Col.

S. B. Steele, commanding the R. N. W. M. P. in

Yukon, until bis transfer outside; and ail during

bis termi of the faithful and incorruptible services

c f Dr. J. N. E.- Brown, who was bis private secre-

tary and also territorial secretary, and later became

superintendent of the Toronto General Hospital.

MID the charges; many of themn false-somie'A truie; levelled at the governiment officiais of the

Klondike, there are three names which shine with

undinimed lustre. They are those of William

Ogilvie, Samuel B. Steele and Edward S. Busby.

The latter occupied the difficuit position of Cana-

dian custorns officer at Skagway, Alaska. Later

he becaine collector at Dawson arid inspecter of

cuistoms for Yukcon, andl now is chief inspector of
customs for Canada.

The conduct of these men, and somte others, re-

deemed the name of Canadian officiais in the land

of gold-and bribes.
Had it flot been for the powerful support and in-

viiirible nrestiLze of the North West Mouinted Polic(


