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Principal 0f the ProvincilNorout çhbi w4 xwoýp
* . Some Difficulties

The. pr9blem çf probleme -in Western Canada listhat o! education in the rural districts. The. sparse
population, the bad roade, the long winter season,
the scarcity of teachers, the mixed races, the method
of suirvey, tbe apatby' of the people, the high tax-
rate-ail these thinga combine to make a solution of
the- question exceedngly difficuit. Because of the
sparsé population the schools are small, au.! there la
laekng the incentive te effort that makes larger
o chools no lutereatlng -to . hlîdren. Thêre la aise a
heavy tax for each ratepayer, and this generally
mene a Iow salary, an incompetent teachor and! a
lack of suitable equipment. Because of bail roids
thers la ir;egul..r attendance. It in sai.! thet a
majoity of pupils who attend sehool, are proemt
for leas thon one hundre.! days Wx the year. The
long Mifa sakes it very- difficuit fo 'r pilpils from
a dstanç* to attend withçut risk. Transportation
in a neoessity in Most districts, aund Ibis adds great-
ly te the cot of school support. In the muidy
spring segson tranaportation in frequently Impossible.
The, problem o! the achool, becomea the problem
of good roadas. The. metho.! o! sruNey p laces the
hous not close to the main bighways but leavas
them, ucattere.! irregularly over the prairie. This
makes concerted action for purposes o! transportation
almoat an imposibility. The lack o! farm labo.
coupied with the apathy o! a people wbo are an-
daavo:lng te inake monay during the formative
Period in thé coutry'a history, causes xnany chil-
dmro tebave school before tbey have learne.! the
simple arts o! reading and! writing. In many cases
wbole famiHis are fouxsd, naot a ninl member o!
Whoun eau aig bshw' um hs istrue par-
tiplWly in t hniez o!: somç o! those who came
te the West !rom Central Europe, and wisps.amn-
bitio ~is te niake, their children wage-eýarners as

aa'ljii life as possile. . But above -al lisese diffi-0ultxqs thet of aicuring competent teachers. Il
Mis ai fta the average [ength of Service o! those
wlio entler the calling le lea than thr-e years, so
that the character of the work done ini mont of the
sehools ie boun.! to be disappointing. Tt is doubly
se because no many o! tbQse who serve as toachers are
of doubtful or axtreipely low scholarsbip. Altogether
the position Io very grave.

ConsolIdation as a Remedy.--»
Aniong the suggestions offered-by varions parions

for improvinq conditions there are three or four
that are particularly worthy of notice.* The first of
thase *is containe.! in tbe word "consolidation." By
this is meant a union of two or thraa districts in
one. For example, -the districts surrounding a vil-
lage may unite with the village in the support o!
a comfmon achool. This wiul necessitate, transporta-
tion of pupils at public expense. The coat will
probably be no qreater than it now ie in most
districts, but -it will ba faIt more. The farmer who
drives his own children to school does not reckop
his time and labor as a cost whereas if ha pays
a tax to, hire a teamster for bis own an.! bis neigb-
hors' thildren, ha will çonsidar il a matter of ex-
Pense. 'There ara, without doubt, many advantages
ÜL consolidation whara' it eau ho workad. It will
Mean hetter buildings, better teachers, btter equip-
Ment, btter grading, more regular attendance, more
advanced studios, teacbing o! special branchas. It
wiil also mean the cultivation o! broadar sympathies
asud a highor form of social lifa. In the conselidate.!
sehool the pupils will bave the combined advantages
of life in the country and lifo in the town.

But the districts in the West are in many cases
aiready so large, the roads are so-bad and! the
woather so severe that the plan of consolidation will
nleyer apply to more thon a fraction of the wbole
nunber of tho achools.' Iu any case it Will ha
Possible in a large way only when transportation of
pupils is, made a cost to the cornmunity rather
than to the individual, an.! when the local school
board gives way to the school board for the muni-
cpalit%.

Transportation of Puplis.
ItBems strange that people w~ho live at a

distance from a rural school sheuld be willing to
arry their exvn ebjîdren le achool at their own

expense, The very first principle of fair geverfi-
mnent is that thero should be oquality o! opportunity
for al. As we fin.! things ini the W~est to-day

there la no su.b quai by of 9pposuelty. Tb* e
wlio haî the achçoi. bouse plaod CIO&$ . te 4poWr
kasm a n megçqa4vanaweover lb m a w #lAvs

distance away. Amy ratepayo.! would b. uàme
in domading.-tbat if the qawmo1l a tQ b. blâma
a 10,99 distance fro i hbomme, tke disîtrict ui
seo to it that bis cbi.ren #pe tr 1oned ui o
cost. , short, free 'traisepotMI~ oolr

1o a 1 ~public-achool systeixý 'Ph.preut stoor transpotaýtion ain mtOR At outg 4fr e b. W
who lives a longer distance froua 1Wseoluol ie ,14 li
extravagant, and It *la bnperfect. 1 t ixano-t.aao
'wby three or four opnveyaixca so e « b mploy*4
to draw the eblidn to àchopl bm m i larg4
yeyaneo coul.!'do al thab 'q» use., uAry, aMg ute
la no reeson why obidren ahoug4 ou. la opes

ecarria gea w hea t hley coul.! trv oa a .or. -e!Van.
if PUblctransportation weiée .sieW.hodas. pria-
ciple tlaevident -thate csolidis would foiw.

Muicw ichopi Ssardm.
It la probable. bowever, that notbing on a

largo acale li» be done until the presant Icoal
sahool board gives w(ky ta th. municipal achool
board, It la a most jiÎPa45ible tle set the truisteas
of tbree or four nçighboring districts to agrea ta
any com~mon plan of work, 'but il wouid be a vary
simple thing for the trustçea of a municipality to
devise a plan whereby the needa o! the wbole
zàunieipaltty woul.! be' met. The prasent
systain of sehool boards vas borrowsd from
easteru provineez or perbapis fromn the Unitedl States.
It suite.! conditions ln the early tis. but it 1.
by ne means autable te conditions to-day. Pro-
vide.! the tweztl or thirty achools ln a municipality
vere under lbheeaItrio! oe egeneral sebool l ard,
a. comma en rator ef buildings ceubd b.e mp1oyed
wbo ý,would -se- thet caetaktng and.. sepauw -vie-
properby attendoe.!ta, Ibat the grounds wore fenced
and properly planted, that the equipinent was veli
chosen tand in a state of presarvatiou. Il weuld b.
possible, aise, ta have travelling inatructora in phys-
ucal culture, ii mAnual work, gr lu auzy. llior
branches o! study thal might b. deenie. cf fret
importance. Indeed, il might b. possible for e nuaki

;2aliy teengage the services cf its own inapater
9w~oould act, as princip4i for the whol.e!lthe

achools lu the xuIiplity. An.!oea ô!the firat
results of the institutio of municipal achool boards
would b. lbe erection c large central high achools.
wblch ail thse abuîdren'of the municipality coul.!
attend free cf oast. Under present conditions the
outlook in altogetbar tec local an.! tiere la ne
prope rlatiouahip betweeu the eiementary educa-
tion a.!the education cf the secondary achool.
What would happen if in ona o! our large cities
witb ita thirty or !orty separate achool buildings
there were as maxay local,,achool boards? Tise
question needs ne answer. The union of ail lhe
sebools of a municipality underon ueboard e! man-
agemnt, is juat as necessary lu rural as u i ,bAu
couimunities.

If the municipal achool hoard &Q.!p"14 etras-
portation were neces6ary parts of. aux ayatews, gai-
solidation with ail its henefits wouid asturully fçl-
low, and even though consolidation VOIi no$ woa'k
in ail casas, its benaflta -airee niaay la lthe ças
where it will worki, as ta justlfy the. people in
puttlng forth great efforts toarnakç k a r.ulity.

Sohool Property.
The irregular attendanca is net altogether due to

the fact that,-cbildren are living se far away froin
the schools and! that they are net driven te and
f ro., In some casas they do net wish ta corne becauso
The ichool la -'se unattractive.. The building is
broken down, the grounds ara neglecta!, -the equip-
the school lasenounattractive., The huildijig is
broken* down, lime grounds are neglected, the equip-
ment an.! furnishings are disgraceful lun the extreme.
Thora la nothing wbatever attractive for ithar the
chili or adolescent. Reeent attempts lu Canada and
the United -States te iniprove the grounds an.! build-
ings bave resuitod not only in an increase.! attend-
ance of pupils, but they have made the. parents
take besh interest lu the work of education. It
seems tee bad that whero the surroundings might
be maie sa beautiful, se educative-with very little
outlay lu money or time-that somthing aheul.! not
bo done.,I-f the people coul.! only understand that
children are educated more by what they see an.!
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