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notes on Honey
Wth the general trend of prices, in-

ejuding that of sugar to p_ a high as
the Consumera will pay, it is as 'well ta
tamrn our attention to the importance of

?honey as a human food. It is super-
fluous ta say much about the reputation
that honey has enjoyed froma the earliest
jitory, and to-day, even with aur very
rich diets, it is still a prime favorite. The

_'Lne we obtain from a ur iioney bees hs
=ealy obtained with the minimum

a1nount of cost and labor. While we
obtain aur milk as the harveat of our
effors in hauling-feed, watering, elean-
lng ut .romg, milking, etc., for
,whieh we pay elevated prices for botli

- labor and material, we obtain our honcey
by the simple means of going to the hive

und tsking out the fu1lOcoinbs and placing
jhem in the extractor, but cf course this

oprtian'is eliminated ivhere the small
cobioney is arranged for. We leave

the lsbor to the bees who have no labor
troubles, but diligently seek the fiowers
extract the neptar, 1111 the combs, keep
titeir hures dlean, feed themselves and
'thefr young and only look for enough
honey left in the hures ta carry thcma
through the winter without risk of star-
vation. Shakespeare eulogizes the boney
bue in "King Henry the Fiftii":

For so work the boney bees,
Créatures that by rule in nature teach
The act of order ta a peopled kingdom.

O)thers, like soldiers, armed ln their
e tingB, ?

Make boot upon the summer's velvet
buds,

Wlii pillage they with merry march
brin- homne

To the tent-royal of their emperor.

To obtain the greatest amount of
honey, it is essential ta have the hive
ful of bees when the first honey flow
arrives, which is usually at the time of
the fruit bloom. Early in the season
the bees are busy gathering nectar and
pollen from the early fliwers to bc usedl
as food for the young becs and it is
important that this work be finished st
the time of the first honey flow ln order
that the bees may be free to gather
honey without the extra task of having
ta provide feedfor the young.

A rather attractive forma of honcy for
table use is "comb honey," that is, the
honey lascrved lu its natural forma of
storage, the comb being eaten together
'vith the honey. Tiiese combs are built
an foundation in little wooden sections,
a full section weighing about one pound.
Greater care is necded in the producetion
of comb honey than iu working for ex-
tracted honey. The sections must be
well filled and sealed over, the comb

nîust lie stVa.ghL and the <appinge must
be as white as possible. If they ara
soiled, as they will be if the super is
left too long in the hive, their value will
be less.

Nectar-producing flowers are abund-
ant in Canada, and in the Prairie Prov-
inces there are mnany thriving apiaries.
The quality of Canadian honey le said
to be unsurpassed.

Honey is graded according to color as
there is liglit and dark honcy. The better
way to classify honey is from the plants
from which it is gathercd. As a general
rule the light colored honey ls mild in
flavor, the dark being strong. The white
honcy produccd lu Canada is mostly
clDver honey gathered from alsike and
Du' ch clover. Clover honey is considered
to be the standard of fine honey. Bass-
Yrood honey la another fine white boney
but it has a stronger flavor thau that
obtailied from cloyer.

The fire-Nveed which is common iu
forest clearinga also produces a white
hency.. This weed is a tall plant with
purpie fiowers; -it is also known as the
willow herb. This may be sown by the
apiarist on his land lu order ta provide
extra varicty for his bees.

Buckwheat honey is a deep brown iu
color and strong fiavor. It nxay be ad-
vantageously mnixed with other honcys if
the fiavor is found ta be too strang, but
it will appeal ta a good. niany tastes lu
its flavor f orm.

On the prairie the honey cornes princi.
pally from, wili flowcrs and a list of
iome of thcm may be interesting.

Dandelion, produces nectar lunJune;
Apple and Plum, producs nectar in
May; Pin Chierry and Choke Cherry,
produces nectar lu May; Alsike Claver,
produces ncctar lu June; Basswood, pro-
duces nectar ini July; Sweet clovcr, pro-
duces nectar lu July; Fireweed produces
nectar lu July; -Buckwheat, praduces
nectar lun.August; Golden Rod, jiroduces
nectar in Augutatnsd. September.

The principal honeys of Canada granu-
late a f cw weeks after removal from the
hive. This granulation is hastenod by
cold. It may be brought back ta a liquid

îcondition by heat, though the granu-
latcd honey ls perfectly good. There are
certain advantages in using honey in
the granulated f orm. It je not liable ta
leak out of the container, it is easier ta
lia:idle and it is les ikely ta make any

>articles lu its near vicinity, stickY. Iloney
le liquified by raising it ta & tempera-
ture of from 130 degrees ta 150 degrees
F. The vessel containirig the granulated
honey i8 placed ln hot water and the
temperature should not go highcr than
160 degrees or the honey is likely ta start
decomposing. Hioney should neyer be
liquified by the direct application of
heat.
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