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particular importiance here in A~ustralia. We have no
central mountain chains to feed perennial streams with
melting snow, but are dependent~ mainly on local rainfall.
The greater our necessity therefore to proteet our water-
sheds with a forest sponge, whieh will absorb the rainf al
gradually into the subsoil, and give it baek againx gradiually
in springs, and clear, gently-running streaxns.

What gives us shade and shelter for our stockt? Thae
forest and its trees. Where do we id restful, health-
giving surroundings during our holldays? Iu the forests.

Wliat makes huxuan or animal if e possible at ail?
Tree and plant growth. -Wlen -we breathe we use up
oxygen and give off a poisonous gas, carbon dioxide. The
trees aud plants take this up, absorb the carbon, aud give
us back the oxygeu; aud but for them we should soon
die.
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