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herself. Througyhout lier joui-.., d..e
remembrance oif bis coldness remýained
with hier, and site only shook it off by
a persistent effort, wben she reached
Birdbrook, and prepared for what shte
inwardly called bier plan of campaigu.

"It is most kind, most good of Sir
Gîles to let me spend a night here," she
said to Helen with lier sweetest andi
most ingratiating smile. "I arn sorry
lie je away. I sbould have liked to
thank bim in person. You do flot know
wbat a privilege it is for a f oreigner
like myself to see one of these beauti-
fui mansions of yours. And Vo sleep
here !" she put up bier bauds expres-
siveiy. "I was only grateful enougb for
the opportunity your kind suggestion
gave me to offer myseif for the after-
noon.,

Miss Helen racked ber trains in vain
to recollect wliat words of bers could
have led Miss Muller to suppose she
intended any suggestion of the kind:
but as no such words had ever lieon
uttered, the racking of lier brain vas
naturally useless. Andi Miss Muller,
baving similarly accepted ber stumb-
lingly expressed greeting, turned to
Sylvia, who watched bier with shining
eyes.

"I'm glati you've corne," the chid saiti.
"I1 diti want to see you again. Only
I'm sorry you won't see monsieur. You
see lie bas gons to London Vo arrange
about bis wedding. It wiii lie in a few
weeks now. I think you would like
monsieur."

11I arn sure 1 shouid," Rosa answered
warmly, congratulating berseif that a
certain good nature that belongeti te
the better part of lier character, bail
made ber friendly to .Sylvia on the occa-
sien of their first meeting, "but ail the
same, 1 haven't corne here to ee Sir
Gites. 1 want Vo talk to you anti Miss
Hlelen aIl the time. And you muet show
me the beautiful bouse and grounde."

"May I show you everything, my own
self ?" Sylvia's voice vas eager.

"Yes, everytbing."1 Rosa well knew
boy Vo infuse into lier voice an in-
tensely fascinating quality, "you shail
take me to your very pet corners of the
garden anti park, and let me eee your
ovri room, andi show me that I arn a
real, true friend."
SSylvia's face flusheti with deliglit, anti

simple-hearteti Miss Helen looketi graVe-
fully into the heautiful face of their
gucet, while Rosa feit that sire waa
winining lier victory with an ease that
gave bier again a hideous sense of samne.

"But I shall go through with 1V nov,"
she thought, xnetaphoricaliy setting hier
Voeth. "I have conte so far, and 1 won't
turu back."

So it came about that, whilst Miss
Helen sat on the terraco, placidly kuit-
ting, andi thmnking boy eharming it was
cf Miss Muller to int.erest hersoîf SO
whiole-heartedly in a little girl; and thme
littie girl sait with ber pretty nov frionti
in the4 pergola covered with roses, andi
without lot or hindranco opened lier
childish heart to tho blue-eyeti lady.

Such an easy vietory. Little Sylvia's
confidence was freely offereti te ono who
bai already gained iher hoeart; andi with
a voice that shook, and eyes misty with
toars, the chilt told Rosa the. story cf
ber mother's tragie tieath.

,lit was a black car that ran into
us," sbie said, 'la horrible blac car, very
big, anti it came, oh! se fast along that
white roati, anti mummy and I coulti do
nothlng, only holti eaeh otlier very tîghit.
Andi then I can't remember any more,
Viii I vas standing there in the dugt,
anti mummy lay ail white anti aVili, anti
monsieur camne andi helped us."

"But the mari witb the black car?
Surely he helpeti yon? What vas bie
like At the mention of that blackc
ear, Rosa hati drawn in lier breath
sbarpiy, and nov she spoke fast and
eagerly.

"lie didn't help us-no-be dreve
away as soon as lie coulti, andi vo nover
saw hlm again. Ant ie hoas Tory taîl
and bis face vas darlc, and-and horriti,"
the. child shivoroti, "when h.e lookoti at
me lie madie me afraid.Y

"At one time se playeti a part in
my lifo-1 do not know for certain if
sire dieti.» Like anu tndercurrent the.
verds ran ln Rosa's brain, the deep
voice of the. man vire hd uttero4 them
seoinedtio mingie with litti. Sylvia's
cear treble. «8he piayed a part in mny
11f..»1 Coulit bcir that Vhe voman 'who
playoti tbat part, waa the sme vonlan
of whom Sylvia spoke-Sylvia's motiier?

The excitemeut of the. ciise vas hiot
upon ber; by skilful quetion andi sym-
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