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CALENDAR FOR APRIL.

.APRIL 7-6th Sunday in Lent. Palm Sunday.
[Notice of Holy Week Days.]

" S-Monday before Easter.
9-Tuesday before Easter.

10-Wednesday before Easter.
11--Thursday bofore Easter.
12-GooD FRDAr. Pr. Pas., M. 22, 40,

54; E.69,88.
13-Easter Even.
14-EAsTER DAY,-(Pr. Pss., M. 2, 57

111; E. 113. 114, 118. Pr. Antbem
instead of T enitô. Atha. Or. Pr.
Prof. in Con. office til 21st April.
[Notice of Monday and Tuesday.]

" 15-Monday in Eastdr Week.
" 16-Tuesday in Easter Week.
" 2I--1st Sunday after Easter. [Notice of

St. Mark j
25-ST. MÂRIC (Evangelist and Martyr.

" 29-2nd Snndavafter Easter. Notice of
St. Philip and St. James.)

OUR ELDER SCHOLARS.

A. PAER READ BY THE REv. T. E. TEIONMOUTH

Snoz. at a Meeting of the Lewisham
Rural Deanery ChurchSunday Schools

Association (Lowisham and Cat-
ford District).

A subject for discussion which constantly
appeara upon the agenda paper at meetings of
Churchmen and Church women is " Why mon
do not go to churet.." It a question of great
and pressing importance. But I cannot help
thinking Lhat there would be no neod to ask it
ail if we could only find a solution for that other
prablem whieh is to bd the subject of our
present discussion, vit, How best to keop stead-
fast in the faith the eider scholar in our Sun-
day-sehools. I mean boys and girls who have
roeached that difficult and dangerous transition
period which lies between childhood and man-
hood or womanhood. In dealing with this
subject I propose to dinde it as follows :-I.
To state the Difficulty; II. To endeavour ta
ascertain its cause or causes; III. To suggest
the directious in which it seoms to me that the
remedy l ta be sougbt; 1V. To draw your
attention to a particular organisation designed
to meet and overcome this difllculty.

I. The difficulty scarcely, porbaps, requires
to ho stated at all. It is only too well known to
every Sunday-school teach.er, and not only to
Suuday-echool toachers but to every one who
is in any way interested in the training of our
children. It certainly cannot bo said that the
Church is not alive to ber mission to the
children. Sunday-scools, bands of hope, chil.
dren's clubs and guilds of ail sorts and kinds
abound in every parish, and no one will question
that they are fruitful in good results. At the
same time we are confronted with the indisput-
able fact that a vast humber of these children
do net grow up devout Christians, faithful sons

and daughters of the Church. They are never
sean within the House of God ; it is to be fesred
that for the most part tbey are equally neglect-
fui of the practices of private devotion ; many
of them openly as well as tacitlv repudiate
religion altogether. The fact is admitted. Thora
is probably no oe hero to night to whom it is not
a subjec t o anxious thought. of earnest prayer,
often of bitter grief. Surèly it points to somae
defect in our system, some flaw in our methods,
some weakness in our armour. Before, how-
over, we eau attempt ta apply a remedy we
muet ascertain, if we can, the cause of the
disease.

II.-(i) First and foremost we must, I think-,
put the natural effect upon a boy or girl of the
removal, or at loast the relaxing, of many of
the restraints te wbich in their earlier days they
were necessarily subject. At the age of about
thirteen the majority of children leave our
elementary schoois. What is the result ? Most
of thora immediately consider themselves
" grown-up." They are filled with ideas of their
own importaace. They are eager ta assert
their so.called independence, and iudependonce
is almost invariably confounded with contempt
for all constituted authority. I know more
than one boy who recognises my salutation
with a condeseending nod, while his father
touches bis bat to me, and this I presume is not
au unique experience, This tendency is one
whieh is unfortunately encouraged and de..
veloped by whatis vaguely termed " the spirit
of the ages," and it is only to be expected that
this will affect the children in our Sunday-
schools. " If I aai too old to go to day-school,
I am too old to go to Sunday.echool." The
logic is bvicus. Fortunately, in some cases it
is to soma extent counter balanced by a feeling
of patronising commiseration toward the good
teacher who has expended so much time, so
much trouble, and se much affection upon his
or her pupil.

(ii.) To this growing freedom from restramnts
must be added anotber cause, which I shail
describe as prejudice. Ther i a something in
the air-I don't know exactly what to cali it-
a feeling very mach akin to contempt for Sun-
day-schools and all that i connected with them.
Thore is about the word-in the minds, I mean
of the average boy--a certain flavour of goody-
goodiness and milk and water. Itseemssome
how to ho incompatible with the " manliness "
to which every boy aspires. Hence the acquisi-
tion of the first pair of trousers is not in-
frequently coincident with a marked irregu-
larity in attending Sunday-school.

(iii.) Thirdly, there is parental example.
Sometimes we have the influence of home te
fight against instead of its being our most power-
fu ally, and that is indoed a bard battle. If
children see their fathers and mothere entirely
neglectful of duties which they have beon
taught to regard as of the highest importance,
if they See them manifestly indiffrenat to those
truth by which, rather than by bread alone,
they have beau taught man must live, l it any
wonder that when they begin to think for them-
selves they follow the example which is o con-
stantly before them, rather than the ideai to
which we etrive to point 1hem? "If father and
mother don't trouble about these things, why
should wC ?' And we cannot, of course, forget
that there are homos where the force of parental
example net only does not tell for good but tells
strongly and positively for evil.

(iv.) Lastly, I would refer to a minor cause
wbich operates against the Sunday.school, and
that is thu scandalous. length of the hours of
work of many boys fresh from the elementary
school. On Saturdays especially many a lad
does net resach his home tilt after miduight. To
this must be added the employment of boy-
labour on Sunday.

So mach for the causes,now for the remedies.
III.--()..To.begin in the middle with my

third canse-Ihe force of parental example.
We must of necessity set that on one side ; it
is one which la beyond our control. 1We eau do
no more than we are already striving to do-
bring the Gospel te bear on old and young alike;
try ta put bofore parents the greatnose tif the
responeibility which God bas put upon tham,
and the dreadful consequences of neglecting so
solemn a trust.

(ii.) Thon as to the last cause to which I re-
ferred : a great deâl of good might be doue by
putting the Factory Acts in motion, drawing
the inspector's attention to one or two cases
where they are most flagrantly violated, and so
influencing other employers of labour in the
neighbourhood. Aud I think we ought to do
everything we eau ta stir up public opinion on
the question of early closing on Saturdays-
reasonably early closing that is-and the ques-
tion of Sunday trading. If Londoners dan go
without their letters on Sunday, surel they
eau also go without Sunday papers, especially
when all the evening papers publish "extra
specialsu" on Saturday night.

(iii.) it romains, thon, to -be considered
wbether and how we ca counteract the effects
of freedom from accustomed restraints and of
prejudice. For that prejudice we must be pre.
pared to admit that we are in somae degree
ourselves responsible. There has been, perhaps,
a tondency to maire the teaching given in the
sebool of a somewhat sentimental and mawkish
character. Almost unconsciously one finda
oneself misrepresenting the facts of life in the
way one puts them to children; aide by side
with this we are tempted to make Our Sunday-
schools attractive by means that are not always
quite wise. The law compels the parent to
sent his child to a day-school, while their at-
tendance at Sunday-scobol la necessarily purely
voluntary. Therefore persuasion muet take
the place of coercion. The result lia very often
seen in the adoption of what I may Cali the
" bun and orange " system, a system which is
Most demoralising. A Sunday-school that can
only exist by dint of frequent and lavish treats
is doing very little good. Of course an anr aal
treat is a necessary part. of Sunday-school
organisation; but it ls very easy to overdo it,
and its chief merit is that it brings the children
and their teachers together "out of school," and
still more that it brings the teachers and
parents together. So the firet remedy which I
shall propose is-

(a.) Better Discipline. It may sound some-
what paradoxical, but I am sure that the botter
they are kept in order the botter children like
it. Don't lot us be afraid that it will frighten
them away; on the contrary, it will attract
thenm. There can he no doubt that thu day-
schools where discipline mùst be strict are
very attractive to ehildren, more attractive por-
haps than most Sunday-schools. It le far
oftener the parents who keep thoir children
away from the day-school than the children
who play truant. The fact is that the more
seriously you take the childien the more
seriously they will Lake themselves. Therefore
discipline muast be strict ;. but it must also be
impartial and intelligent. We want to teach
them that the restraints imposed in childhood
are net arbitrary, but that they are to teach
thora self-control. We want to make thom un-
derstand that there is no such thing as Inde-
pendence, and that ho only is truly fiee who
has learnt to control himsoif.

(To be continued.)

THE WAY OUT.

The World, the Flesh and the Devil have
been abolisbed from the modern scheme of
things, and "environment " and "tendency"
have taken their place to account for the
aberrations of human kind1 After all, porhaps


