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{elect? No Ministry or Government to control? The

= { augatory of the other, nnd both necessary to produce

Surery those of the morning journals which-atiribuse

, ‘:_West. than t.he «“ Oﬂicer of t.he E\pedxuomu-y force " evex I
*| possessed in his hfe-—unless ‘he' has ,‘mude shamoful cOn-
RS 2 '_"cettlment of his knowledg '
19 —Qumquagonma Sunday Bread riuts m," :
_equal numbers' the T amaller }mlf n xuled ‘the whole

‘The oﬂmer’ " a.muamg smtement. t.hat.ym “&bout

country, is eminently. suggeshve of Sir Boyle Roche and
the palmiest days of Irish bulls. He gravely: e\plmns
that this ‘“smaller half?’’ by ¢“acting and voting as a unit,:
¢ under the direction of a wily Bxshop, backed up by a
“well disciplined staff of obedient priests, maintained an
‘“ unquestioned supremacy.”’ Yot further on he declares.
that the previous political history of the. country - was
‘ curious, Srom the jacl of" there never lmvmg been any active
‘* Government whatever.” Now, to what purpose counld the ,
Catholics have ¢ voted ™ when there was uo legislature to

statement is absurd, but it shows the crass ignorance of
the writer, as it exposes his daring presumptxon upon the
want of acumen, or even ordinary intelligence, on the
part of his readers. Two conditions are given that his
conclusion may be reached, yet one of them is absolutely

the desired impression! This alone shows the werthless.
ness of the political portion of the “Narrative,’! as well as I
from what a height “Blackw.o1’ has fallen for not in

to Col.-Wolseley the authorship of ¢ The Narrative of the | i the palmy days of n.s well carned popularity would such |

Red River Expedition,” published in Blackwood s Jlagazmc, ,
do that gallant officer rank injustice. "Col, Wolseley could
scarcely have been guilty of such a venomous and unfair ’
attack upon the people of Canada as that which the first ;
part of the so.called ¢ Narrative '’ contsins. Though the '
article is credited to * an officer of the expeditionary !
force,” it does not {ollow that the Commander-in-chief of :
that force would stain his well-won laurels by the publi. |
cation of a paper so full of mis-siatements, so litile credi.
table to the political knowledge of its nuthor and so well ;
calculated io stir up ‘oelings of resentment against him. }
In fact, it is rare, ¢ ever before, that Bluckwood has soiled |
its pages with such an unworthy production, whose tend. |
ency can only be to weaken those ties between the Em-
pire and its Colonial possessions, that every loyal and |
patriotic man desires {o see strengthened. We feel dis. :
posed, therefore, to credit the authorship of the ¢ Naw:
rative ”’ to some ! haw-haw” young cocknay whose ignor-
ance furnishes, to wiser ‘and more e\pemenced heads, an !
excuse for his impertinence.

Bat the ¢ Narrative remains, apart from the queatlon
of authorship, and fo its meritis or clements—con.»xdern::fr
the honourable -place it has secured in the serial literature |
of the day—-we desire to direct attention. In the first
place, the writer was apparently utterly ignorant of the
recorded explorations of Sir Alexander McKenzie, and of
many who succeeded him, Englishmen and others of re-
pute, that were not by any means ‘ officers on leave,” as
the ¢ Narrative ’* man asserts, yet who fully descrived the
vastness and partial fertility of Rupert's Land and the
North-West Territories. Secondly, he mistakes the Cans-
dian exploring ;party sent out some twelve or fourtean
yvears ago to ¢‘prospect’’ a route through Britisk terri-
tory to the Pacific Ocean, for an exploring expedition to |
report “fully upon the resources of the North-West Ter. |
rifory; ! and thirdly, he makes no mention of the vaiu-
able, accurate, and very full information gathered by a
Committee of the British House of Commons ns ti *hi
character, climate, and capacity of the region of which he
speaks so. glibly. These initiatory marks of historical’:
'ignora.nce‘ought to damage the credibility of the whole
i Narrative;”” but the writer diverges even further!
from .the truth. when he comes to speak of - events
not yet a twelve-month old. The reflections on the |
Hudson’s ‘Bay Company and the pecuhar manner in which |
the race of ¢ half breeds’’ came to infest the couniry
may be passed over; they show ai least the crealive
power of the writer who, when he wants a fact, can make.
one.. ‘Another cunous phase of the article needs only to
be mentmned the “¥rench (‘anedmn priests and Jesuit
¢ Missionaries * from . France,’’ we are told, * built. up a

* considerable followin g amongst the¥fumilics of a mixed :
“origin.” This point;, we think, really needs elucldaﬂon S
Will the « officer '? tell us ‘what peculiar cxrcumsbance

favours priestly mﬂuenca in f‘families’of a mized origin?"’  party composition of the, Canadian mestry is drawn from ! that it is fully nll that it wag ' promised te "be.

; ‘gime.”

' Act. he had received from J{er Majesty for that and other

: is here another lamentable specimen of ignorance, show-

! to imagine that his real grievance consists in the fact that

: Mr. McDougall perpeirsted a grave indiscretion in anti- !

{ vernment, he has. suffered a severe, but wholly self-earned

- self-contradiction have been allowed io sully ifs .high
t fame.

As a specimen of the supercilious style of our “officer' |
! eritic, wo quoto the following :—4 Mr. William McDougall :
o h'm been selected by the Dominion Ministry to be
¢ Lieutenant-Governor of the newly-ncquired province.
“It was a most injudicious appointment, as every one

“who knew that gentlemnn was perfectly aware at the
This from an Imperial military oficer is a piece
' of cool impertinence indead. “A Mr. William McDougall'
was & well known Minister of the Crown in Canada; he
had been frequently in England for the ndJust,ment of
: Colonial and Imperial questions ; he had satin the London
Conference at which was framed the British North America

1mport unt services the deccration of the Compamonshjp
! of the Bath; he had sccompanied Sir Goorge- Cartier to
‘.ondo.l in 1868, and with bim, completed the arrange.
! ments . for the tranzfer of che Nerth-West. = Yet our
“officer’” speaks of nim as #AY Mr, William McDougall ! ; ?
I7 the writer in *Blackwood"” desired to be insulting he,
of course, selocted the corract style: but if, a8 in charity ¢
we are bound io believe; he knew no better, then there

ing with how liitle irnformaticn are some English magazine
writers endowed. Thereis yei no evidence to show that Mr.
McDougall's appeintm=nt was more ‘‘injudicious’ than
would have been ihat of any other public man at the
time. It was said :h:at the Indians had a personal objec- :
tion to him, which wis shared in by the French; but.!
nobody believes that he was, personally, the cause of the
difficulty. In fact our ‘“officer” gives so many other
causes for the Winnipeg troubles, that one is quite sur-
prised he should bava thought it necessary to blame the
Government of Carada for the selection of the first Licut.-
' Governor ; and it may be that someare uncharitable enough

the second appointment was not altogether o his lking.

cipating Imperial action’ by the issue of his ill-starred
j proclamation ; and. for that individual act, performed
without the knowledwe or consent of the Dominion.Go-

penalty. Beyond that single sct there is no reproach.to
him, nor ought there to be any to the Govemment which
in good faith, and as a well-deserved reward for acknow
ledged. services, appointed him s first Governor of a ter i
ritory for the acquisition of wh:cha he bad sc enrnestlvi
and successfully laboured. To brmg his appointment ,
down to the level of a mera pohtlcal ‘exigency, as the |
writer of the i Nurrative' does, is to cast a foul at,am{

: upon the honour of. Sir John A. Mzacdonald, the only Cu- | -

nadian statesman for whom he has &’ 1espectful word to‘
i say. The whole rigmarolc 'in. the ¢ Narrative' ‘on the !

‘« force.” Hesays:

“the word in the present cass, -

Ml\cdonald and Hm L\oellency the Govex nor- Geneml wa
have sxmply to pomt to tho oorrespondenee “preseutecL
¢ to' both Houses of - (the . Imperml) Parlinment. by com.’

¢ mand of Her Maaesty, August, 1870."  Had this “offi. -

cer,"" who wears Her' Magestys um{‘orm, and whose pxe-'

‘cious artxcle appéared in December, tnkeh the troublo to -
‘refer. to Parlmmentary papers pubhshed three ov four*

months before, he would have seen how far be h: \d war.
dered from the record; . s

Space mll not perm\t us to doa.l fully wn,h this (‘oul
slander upon our Dominion,. publxshed at the very heart’
of Empire, where overy true Canadisn desires that ks
country’s honour should stand high.  But we muy; for tie
amusement of those of our readers who iave not zeen the
artiole, quote the following. Speaking of the excitement

‘in Canada consequent upon the murder of poor Scott, the

tofficer’’ says:  The national antipathy between the
¢ English and French raccs, stronger in Canada than it
“ has ever been at hnine, and the intense hatred which

¢ Qrangemen, Low Churchmen, J’resbytumus, and. Sec-

* tarians generally entertain for I’opexy ‘wereacted upon.”
Verily, this certificate of character places the Protestants
of Canada under singular obligntion 1o onr ¢ officer ™
fuend' The whole Protestant body, suve perhaps some

“High" Churchmen not named, are mplimonted for
their ‘fintense hatred™ of I'apery; ths ‘“antipathy’ be.
iween French and Fnglish is also #stronger™ than aut
home—and all this in 2 country where Freuchman and
Briton, old countryman and Canadiun, Catiolic und’ Pro:
testant, Jew and Free Thinker, live togother oni the most
amicable terms! We have not beun blessed i Canada
lately with “*Murphy riots:” ths pailings of our publie
parks do not fall befere the ruob: our Charci: honefices,
our Civil Service appointments, mid the few coumnnissions
created by our scanty militia establishment, . are not put
up forsale. But *at home,” where Canadiuns are sneerec
at, such things take place without even calling up a
blush,

One other compliment for Canada we shall quote, and
for the present dismiss the * officer of the expeditionary
“In England we are prone to grumble
¥ at the misdeeds of Downing Street ; but only purity and
“ virtue emanates (sic) from that dingy locality when a
“ comparison is institutad betwceen-the palitical morality
i“ of England ard that of Canada; and {he Iatter is in'its .
“ gurn little shure of perfection whex judged side by side
“ with the corruption pervading every department of-

;“political and municipal government in the United

¢ States.' ‘

A very Dauiel come to judgmeunt '—There are other
statements in the “Narrotive,"”” mostof them happily of
& less parsouni kind, to which we shall rofer in another
issue.

FItd FSC‘.\PFS

¢ To the Editor of the * Caxaniax 1LLosTRATED NEws."

Sir,—Your illustration of the terrible conflagration in
Notre Dame Street wus more than vivid, it was startling, and
conveyed a gro-e lesson Lo the comuainity, And yel it would
seem to be almost ovuel to excite sunk Jively rympathies with-
out doing our bert to provide an ¢ntlivior their manifestation.
It may not be genetnily known that tie duncmtbfrom a second
story window can be made just as safe to'the inmates of a
burning dwelling, as the passage alovg the sidewalks of a city
to pedestrians. - When this shall be fully understood, I think
the least the worthy duthorities of the city of Montreal: could )
do would be to Lring into tmmcdmtc acucu tho nobh. systcm‘
of Fire'Escapes, which has been now so long estabhshed in'-
London and other great cities of the old world. ’

Our Editors, we wust acknowledge, are gem,nlh first in
the ficld of attenti  and remedy. - When they arc allowed to

be the last n.lso, it is 2 thing to be lmnented ’Achon, then, is

' _You_rs, : ‘
T Puo Vzu Hux.u.x

LITEBARY NOTILES

——

Doxmxon Dmf UTOBY, 1871: John Lovell Montrenl

We have received frorn tha pubhsher & copy of thi‘s truly "
! stupendous work, und Irom a. cursorv’ glunce wc .can “gee

On ‘unother -

We rever heard, except fron: this ¢ ofticer " that cross- " the narrowest of Canadian pmtmm sources, and even if g occasion ‘we shan speak _more fulIy ofits’ merits, and of the N

ing t.he broed was a favourable mears for “)"opagatmu trie (whxch it is not), would have been unworthy a place ! _enterprise, cupﬂ.al and gkill: requisite to its: produruun

Popery. The hnluneal fact is, as all intelligent . and ' I in any: decent. account of eventa that took their: rise from{ the meantime,; we" Lope that" ‘every busmeas man’ \‘muubhout_f
Provinces will feol it his duty, ns it undoubt.edly W 111 be
to his adva.ut.agc, t.o procure a copy ' : '

" unprejudiced people know, that the Catholic Priest: in | causes entu-ely dmconnect.ed with polmcal divisions .ex.: g the F

the North-West; as in otheér parts of the world, went. vnt,h
~ his'people; that where their business. took them his duty
compelled him, to follow. And in this devotion to their .
.flocks, though the Cethohc Pnests have darned - -distine-,’
tion they haye" by no mea.ns 2 monopolv of honour, The. - ;
_ _prscope.hé.n, the Presbyterian, ‘and ‘the Methodist’ st-'
- sionary.] ‘have. penet,rated to the utmost wxlds ‘of ‘that
E _region;’ and toone of: the' htter (Rev. Mr. Hurlburt)
'ere mdebted for fer more mfommtxon about the Norbh

4tin Cannde must first. be attended t.o all. .
s absorbm g importance _and- the N_ort:b West and its new’

e therpaelve
‘C&nadian Go_yernment and elpecmlly upon Su John A.

“isting in'the old Provinces. But the, animus of the “offi.,
cer'”. (aJl honour to his epaulats ! is still, farther. displayed ; -
" when, after his tiresome expla.na.tlon about Conservative,
Reform, and’ Coalition, ‘he' declares that’ 4 Party polmcs
they were of ‘a

£ Lleutena.nt. .Go

nor! muat settle heir. eﬂ'mrs betwve
A'gamst t}us wholesale "attack upon th

'brofcssiona.l and busm

In "

own vmage an huﬁele beingbll\ven wnth’thc ‘names- of - thc.(j,:f
et;, princlpn.l iuhubitauts, &c., 88




