
[TIe remaa-ks of aur correspondent are
ratier sliamply put, but ho saras ta forgat
that thie Adjutant Ganerai is not a legisia.
tor, nor could ho bave any hand in framing
a iitia Law-, exoept hae %vere directed ta do
so by the Governmant. Wc ara informed
that thea Ministèr ai Militis eill. introduce a!
measure, esrly in the comning session, whici
will ba oalcuiated ta place Lthe Forces af the
Dominion lan that statue af efficiency sa much
desired by all who have the true interestia of
the country nt lmart.-Er,. Voa. %tv.]

Par Tns VoLumITz=Rzvizw.

THfE BRIITISH NAVY-MATERIAL AND
PERSONNEL.

Thera is scarcely a subject of national
intercpt conaerning whieh thora extits in
Canada so muaI ignorance and miscaucep-
tion as that af LIse Britti Xavy. But littie
comnmntad an by Ltme Canadlisu press, sudh
nattoos as do ceur iré more oftezi incorrect
thaaetherwheà. Thusi lu areoént notice in a

loafimmg journal of the launch. ai tiie iroms'lad

rance, of statistical cxftggeration as thay
have affection for it. When, therofore, )vu
coupla with tlis kucovledge thea ue of the
early sala of the redoubtable Dund(.rberg, it
is diicult ta imagine that she was othar
titan a :Çailure. Stauncli, sea-xvorthy, and
efficient iran clads are as yet tau pracious to
permit the supposition that a great naval
power possessing one would lightly part
ivitl it. As o. brood mater of faut, our irou-1

olads ara thorough saagaing vessais, and 1
fancy that is More than can ha said of tha
United States iron-clad navy, excapt in a
few caues.

TheBe teniayks a-ae, liawever, somawhat
digressional, and aly serve to leadl te the
point 'I proposa ta, illustrate, viz., tha enar-
mous power af the British Navy, aven ini the
newest armaraant. I hava no information
at hand at this moment as ta the actual
strangth of the French Iron-clad Navy, but
we kuow that stupendous exertians hava,
'been malle for saute Yeats in the Importal
dockyaxds, aud I believe the actual nunaber
of sncb vossels, building aud alat, equals,
if it doos flot slightly oxced, aur own. It
is, howover, altogother improbable that the

It.u2 TUE VOLUNTEEli REVIEW

maois;_ý enta naL *hiah-to provido for a jHarculew, tlîat ship is stated ta bc the larges t
noebsity which is appallingly self.avidcnt? afloat. A rafarenco ta tha accornpanying

ilt the spirit which animated aur forofithi- list iil awi that, nithough of. inmmenile
ors in 1810, and aurselvas in 1837, 1860 aud Bize, sha ië; naarly 1000 tons lass f.han tho
1866, ta bé daàmped and orushed by tha in. Warrior, the lack Prince, and tho Achilles,
difforence af Our political rulers ? Are theansd noarly 1400 toits less thanl tha ino(cuoair,
efforts ar thosa whosa spirit lias anirnatcd tha .4aincourt. and tha Koduîerad.O
and kopt alive the Voluntoar Forca sinco theo aLler lîand, sucli impreossions as %va for
1858 at last ta go for nauglit? I ehould ba tha iost paîrLt r COIVO reach us throughi tho
sorry ta thluk so, indoed. Wlîat, I %vould blatant Mnadium of tha Amnerican prosit, 80
sak, is this p Let us sea this noty Mlilitia Bill1, that it is not uncoinion ta find Caîxadiaus
-et us hava i4, ta canvuas its provisions adopting thie toua o ai host tho auly infar-
befora the Ilai-sa is called upan ta docide if tuation availablo to thoui, beliaving England
it sah allaur Lan-, or no. And if theAdjt. *to, ba an affle naval powver, and giving blind
(Jouerai is baulkad iu his good intentions; crodanco ta tha garblad and unscrupulous
if Lhe Mlinister af Militia lias craniped 1,13s braggadocio, af Anierican nan-vspitpers. Far
efforts towards LIa safety and poace of the instanc, thie treruandous'ilouriglh of truni-
cauntry, lat us kuow iL also. Again, ragard pets with whiclî thie launchi af tho Ameoricin
ing the aunual drill, lat it ba parfornaed at iran-clad Dtuderbe-g %vas lieralded ta the
once. The Volunteer Forco is flattalionizod, ivorld niay ha rtlin tha recollection af
aud esol, Bettalion is provîded iwith a coin- many of your renders. Nothing iras ta bo
peteut Instructar. Wlîy not assemble oach compared, ta lier: in siza sha faîr oecdad
Battalion nt it.s Jleadquarters about tha Ist tha largost English vessais af a similar class,
March, ta perform aiglit days' continuauil and n-as, i short, cloarly destined ta Il i-hp
drill, n-hidhivould ba af more banefit ta the allareatian.1" Weil, tha tonnage givanwnas,
Force titan the accasionil Meetings af cana. cortainly, by a feîv tons (less tItan 100), in
panies iu tha avenings. Nearly avary Blat- axcoss af that of tha Achillé, just thon the
talion lias iLs Haoadquarters Drill.shod in larges t Bitish iran clad launched. I canuat
which to parada. Lat the Mon geL their say wvhather lier tonnage %vas avarrated, or
annual psy at tha lermination af LhiI annual ta whieh side, in point af sizo, the Englisî
drill, and not six or aiglit months siter. Let aud Amorican systns af inasuramnent
tIe officers ha paid $1 par day ecd in lieu migit givean advantage. Tlhemeasuremaul
ar psy aud alloivance, witli a borse allowvance af naval tonnage is sonaewliat procariaus
af 50c. par day for rnounted officers. And and arbitrary-in is wise, that the carryiug
lot us feel that wuo are tha pride and defenca capacity may ha larger or sinaller in difl'oreni
af aur country, anmd net the burden and bug- ships af the saina nominal ineasuremnent, as
bear and subjeo ts for retrenchinent that n-e Ltha lns ai tho hull nMay be fullar or finer
semi at present. And should Genaral John iu certain parts of the battoin, or, iu plainei
0'Neil show his nase an aur bardots the words, according ta the genaral shapa of tih
Canadian, Volunteers will roniind bimi that bottoni, Whathor or ne, it ia pretty certait
thora is suoi a section in the Yankee Drill that aur American cousins ara not addicteÈ
Blook as :<pjght about turn, Double March." ta undarrating thoir advantagos, and iL i
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matorial and %vorkinanship ara quite an sa
par ivith ours, and tIa eff'orts af Franco lire
spasmadic, %-lîilstolir incr~Aso is, sa ta spaak.
niaturail aiid steady. IL sliuld alsoboeborno
in mmiid tir at ive suifer iii expense and labour
under tIa ucoessity of adoptitmg a non- stylo
ai vassal far- moretha Lit aless pan-aorftil
nation, lu pr-oportion ta Lbe nunibor and
mnagnifienca af aur olci class vesselq, is aur
10ss ii ce, iverting, putting nside, and other-
irisa clisposing af thin. Tite exteut af aur
poiver under LIa aid regîme, 1 p)urpose tu
illustrat a in. a future artice, nd hon- far
our ronhnining ivaoden flcL is sîjill of n soi'.
vicoablo dhaîractcr, .,ativithstandwiig the ini-
traduction ai iran-clnd 'a 5essas.

For the prosit, rc<cogaizing the uudloibtedl
faet that anioar platad slips %till, ini course
aof Lime, entirely sutpcrscdou n-odanl vosseis
afivnar, iL iil bc suilicient briefly ta considai'
wvhat progross ive have amade in tha dardl-
opulent af a navy of tho non- stail. IL is
about savait years sinco Lia JY'arîor, Lhe
lirst ai our iroii-clads, n-as laumieled. . It
mnay litea ba reninrkecl tint n, impression
is gianarally î.revalent that tue idea ai
arinour-plateci vessaIs is duo ta tho .Ameri-
cans. I baliera LIe French GoIire iras Lbe
first specimn ora lier class afloat, and that
sho is folloived by the WVarrior- bofore tho
Amnericans liad lainchled any irou-sheathed
orait. The numbor of vesseIs ait tIa a--
noxed list (38) slien-s an averageao aiv liera
yari for '.lie lasL qaven y*tr-;, allon-ing for
threa ai tho fiva non- building being qui Le
recentîy laid dan-n. In îny next article, 1
shail showv saine curiaus comparisens af the
relative tamana-e ai vesseI6 af vrar ut diiffar
onL modern partods, -lid n-tii illustra te
Lue stupendaus sizeand pan-or ai our noivest
slips. TVint thoy are tliorougllyse;t worthy
sud capable of keelping tha sua bias beemi
proved -as ta the farmner quality, by plcnity
af licavy wceather (as iii Lie case ai the
Prince Consort in Lie Im'isli Son, suoe four
years aga,) and as ta Lia latter capability,
by Lima nunibor ive bava in rogular commis-
sion an foreigu stations, sud by the faot LIat
%va have no less thon foui' AdmiraIs' flags
flying iran tran lada, lu diferont aud iridely
remnote quarters af Lhe ivarld. Thora isn
question that Lhe American Monitors are a,
formidable class ai vessel, but thora is a
good doal ai question about their son-
worthines, sud thora is, I beliere, no doubt
that an a recent occasion Lima muel talkod
ai Xiantaoitttla ld ta ho coizroyed acrosa the
Atlantic for feai- of accidents. This is nat
the styla ai tbing far ,vrhich BriLtih slupst nra
built, and I hava as littla douht, should ria
unfortuuataly bacoma involved in n-ar ivith
the United States, ai any naval action on
tolerablY equal terins as Captain Brokre, ar
the Shannon, bad n-lon ho sent an-ny bis
consorts anmd invited bis equally chivalrous
appouent oi Lhe Chaesapeake ta try Lhii
respective national fortunes in fair fight.

For fear af accupying tea xnucof a your
space, I wtili only non- add that in Lthe uls I
furniali (yii ie t&lon from Lie Navy List


