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SOME NOTABLE PUNS.

There is an-old saying, often erron-
eously attributed to Dr. Johnson, to
the effect that he who will make a pun
will pick a pocket. In which case most
of us must be guilty of criminal ten-
dencies, for there are few who can re-
sist the; femptation, particularly in con-
nectién with a name which obviously
1 8 itself to this form of fun.

It was scarcely surprising, for in-
when a German restaurant-
keeper in New York city, whose name
was Ulrich Egg, petitioned the Supreme
Court to allow him to change it to Eck,
on the ground that his friends and the
newspapers chaffed him on the fact
that his name seemed to be getting
stale, while others asked him if he was
scrambled or an omelet.

And there was another unfortunate
man in Connecticut, named Henry
Ratz, who, after telling a tale of woe
regarding his neighbors who thought it
funny to speak of him and his wife as
the old rats and their children as the
little rats or mice, was allowed to
change his name to Raites. Life has
not been altogether a pleasure to an-
other New York resident bearing the
unfortunate name of Julius Jackus,
who people invariably referred to,
either intentionally or otherwise, as
Jackass.

It is, however, in connection with the
names of celebrities that we get per-
haps the most amusing examples of the
pun personal. The late Mr. Justice Day
must have got very tired of his name,
for people were continually making fun
of it. It will be remembered that he
was one of the most severe judges who
ever sat on the Bench, the consequence
being that he was invariably referred
to as “Judgment Day” and “Day of
Reclionlng" in criminal circles; while
in the London court, where he had
once nodded on the Bench, overcome by
temporary fatigue, he was,_“Day of
Rest.” When he received his knight-
hood the jokers naturally did not lose
the opportunity of saying that Day had
been turned into Knight. -

It was of an Irish judge of the same
name that Lord Plunket once made the
jest that if a case were tried before
Day it would be tried in the dark, a
joke which was revived when Mr. Jus-
tice Day sat on the Bench.

They are, however, rather fond of the
pun personal in legal circles. When
Lord Chancellor Campbell, then plain
Campbel!, married Miss Scarlett and
departed on his wedding trip, Justice
Abbott observed, when a cause was
called on in the Bench:

“I thought, Mr. Brougham, that Mr.
Campbell was in this case.”

“Yes, my lord,” replied Brougham;
“but I understand he is suffering from
Scarlett fever.”

Lord Erskine rather Qrettily com-
Lined piun with compliment in an epi-
eram he forwarded to Lady Payne, in
answer to her vicarious inquiries as to
his health:
'Tis true I am ill; but I need not com-~

«plain,

For he never knew pleasure who never

knew Payne.

‘When John S. Wise was practising at
the Virginia Bar he was once opposed
by a lawyer named Bliss. Becoming
impatient at his opponent’s reluctance
to see a point, Mr. Wise is said to have
called him an ignoramus.

“That being the case,” responded Mr.
Bliss, “I submit that where ignorance
is Bliss 'tis folly to be Wise, and I trust
the court will agree with me.”

Joseph Knight, long editor of delight-
ful “Notes and Queries,” was a famous
punster. Meeting Sir Rider Haggard

just after the publication of “Jess,” he-

at once adapted the lines in “Othello”:
If I do prove him haggard,

Though that his jesses were my dear

heart-strings,
I'd whistle him off.

Mention of Sir Rider Haggard re-

minds one of a pun once made on the
name of James Payn, the novelist, who
often related the incident with glee.
With Sir Leslie Stephen and another
famous climber, he had attempted to
scale some Alpine height, but had given
up midway and found refuge in a com-
fortable hotel, while the others went on
with their elimb. Sir Leslie, condoling
with his friend before leaving him,

quoted the Shakespearean line:

The labor we delight in physics pain.
An article on this subject would
scarcely be complete without mention
of a couple of personal puns made by
that -irrepressible wit, Sydney Smith. |
One evening he was at a party, and,
seeing Mrs. Grote, the historian’s wife,
enter the room in an eccentric costume
crowned by a rose-colored turban, said,
in an undertone, to his neighbor: “Now
I know the meaning of the word ‘gro-|
tesque.””

The revered Sydney, however, could
call in the aid of a pun for compliment
as well as sarcasm. On meeting two
pretty women, Mrs. Tighe and Mrs. |
Cuff, he gallantly exclaimed: “Ah,
there you are—the cuff that everyone
would wear, the tie that no one would
loose.”

Rear-Admiral Stephen B. Luce, of
America, is credited with quite as good
a joke upon his own name. As a young
man he was extremely popular with the
smart set at Newport. - On the same
ship with him was a stern disciplin-
arian, ever on the lookout for some |
dereliction of duty. One evening Luce,
after a round of pleasure, met this mar-
tinet, who remarked, sharply:

“Mr. Luce, you're tight.”

“Pardon me, sir,” was the quick re-
tort; “if Stephen' B. Luce, how can he
be tight?”

Jean de Reszke was once a guest at
a large party given to a number of dis-
tinenished musicians.
the evening (re of the company put
the somewhat tactless question:

“Whe is the most popuiar artiste on
the musical stage?”

“Pas de Reszke!” flashed back the
famous singer, thus. punningly denying
his own claim, and in its stead assert-
ing that of the great Paderewski.—
Tit-Bits.

In the course of

KNOWING THE BIBLE BY HEART.

Of the many examples of prodigious
memories which have been recorded
from time to time, none, perhaps, have
been so remarkable as the case of the
Rev. Thomas Threlkeld, who was a
Presbyterian minister at Rochdale for
twénty-eight years, and died there in
April, 1806, at the age of sixty-seven.
Threlkeld’s memory first attracted at-
tention when he attended the Gram-
mar School at Daventry, where he be-
gan to make a close study of the Bible.
‘When a passage was recited to him he
could immediately give it chapter and
verse, and, on the other hand, if a
chapter and verse were given he could
at once'repeat the passage.

Both at Daventry and Warrington,
where he went to finish his education,
his fellow-students delighted in put-
tihg his memory to the test, and never
once was it known to be at fault.

In later years, says Mr. Frank Hird,
in “Lancashire Stories,” “Threlkeld
was looked upon as a living concord-
ance to the Bible in Rochdale and the
neighborhood, and was 'constantly
asked the most puzzling questions by
his brother-ministers,
tually for information, but generally
for mere amusement. He was never
known to be wrong.”

sometimes ac-

Threlkeld’s powers of memory, how-
ever, were not solely concerned with
theology. He was also a linguist, and
knew nine or ten languages; while
dates were a passion with him, no
matter how unimportant. His knowl-
edge of historical dates, of chronology,
heraldry, and genealogy was encyclo-
paedic, and one of his favorite amuse-
ments was to go through the succes-
sion in the Episcopal Sees and trace
the pedigrees of families.

“In only one direction,” continues
Mr. Hird, “would this wonderful
memory seem to have been of direct
service. Threlkeld was one of the
managers of a fund for the benefit of
the widows of Presbyterian 1niﬁisters,
and consequently was frequently ap-
pealed to on circumstances connected
with the lives of dead ministers; and
such was the opinion of his memory
that if the books had been consulted,
and had reported differently, the error
would have been imputed to the sec-
retary and not to Mr. T.s memory.
This deemed
Bits.
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Save $800

On the Purchase of a 37 ft. Gasoline Launch

For immediate sale we offer a 37 foot, 12 h.p. Gasoline Launch for's}
$1,200. Old style Yale Engine, burns distillate or gasoline: two ‘storage

batteries, powerful pump, two cabins, nine ton capacity, nearly new; com-
plete with full equipment, $2,000 %

FOR QUICK SALE $1,200

S. NAKANO & CO., 627 Pandora St., Victoria
Or H. & R.B. BRETHOUR, Sidney, B. C.

DRAFT OR
BOTTLE

To be had_» at Sidney
Hotel

ROOF AND BARN |
PAINT

THE STANELAND COMPANY, Ltd.

FORT STREET, VICTORIA, B.C.

Harvey & Briggs
Sole Agents
VlCTORlA, B. C.

Wharf Drop In

To the Office of the Sidney Printing and
Publishing Company and» leave that order

for office stationery that you will be sure to

need before long. It does not matter what

it is, bring it in, mail it, or ’phone us and

we will call for it.

P. BURNS & COMPANY, Ltd.

Wholesale and Retail Dealers in

FRESH AND CORNED MEATS

infallible.”—Tit-

SALT AND FRESH FISH
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POULTRY AND EGGS

R it Tl B, 85 s i

- POPULAR

- WRESTAURANT
§ ; BERQUIST BLOCK

Short Orders. Meals at all

~hours. White help.

; "Spqpial Rates by the Week
/", 21 Meals $5.00.

J. Niven Brown

Carpenter and Builder

DEEP COVE Sidney P. O.

R. G. R. Mackenzie

Barrister at Law and Solicitor

Notary Public, Etc.
Cable Address, “ Mack.”
Sidney - . 3

G.A.GIBSON
BOOT AND ‘SHOE
REPAIRING

Beacon Avenue Sidney B. C. Near the
New Bank Building

Lowest prices compatible with good
work and best material.. We employ
skilled help and warrant satisfaction.

Look For the Red Boot Sign

SIDNEY
BOARDING
" LOUeE

‘For Furnished Rooms and
‘. Board.

Good Meals for 25c.

B. C.

David Craig
: Horseshoeing and
General Blacksmithing

Estimates given for every
description of blacksmith-
ing and wagon work.

Cord wood beach wood, etc.,
cut into stove lengths at
moderate prices.

SIDNEY - - . - » ..B.C,

LAND ACT
FORM OF NOTICE

VICTORIA LAND DISTRICT
DISTRICT OF SAANICH

‘TAKE NOTICE that ROBERT GREIG
KENNEDY, of Saanich, in the Province
of British Columbia, a Civit Engineer,
intends to apply for. permission to lease
the following described land:

Commencing at a post planted on the
northwest corner of Lot Eight (8), of
Block Seventy-three (73), as shown upon
a plan of “Sections Seventeen (17) and
Eighteen (18), Range Three (3) West,
North Saanich, deposited in the Land
Registry office at the City of Victoria, in
the Province of British Columbia, and
nymbered 1151; thence southwesterly at
right angles to the shore line ten chains;
thence southeasterly two hundred feet
parallel to the said shore line; thence
northeasterly to the southwest corner
post of Lot Five (5) shown on the said
plan; thence northwesterly following the

id share line to the point of commence-
?g:ant and containing three acres more or
I

ess. g
‘Dated the ninth day of May, A.D,,1913.

: R. G. KENNEDY.
W. F. U. CorEMAN, Name of Applicant
212 Jones Bldg:, Victoria,
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