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A THOUGHT FOR EASTER

By F. O. Stewart, Toronto ....

In this season of the year, when the
thought of the Christian is centered
upon the glorious fact of the resur-
rection, it is fitting that we give a
prominent place in our prayers to
those whose hearts are bur.dened with
loneliness and sadness. Many a home
is under the shadow of bereavement.
There is a vacant place at the fireside
and the faces of those that remain are
stained with tears. The anguish of
separation and the gloom of death
are there. Nothing but the Gospel of
the resurrection can meet the needs
of the sorrowing ones. No one but
Christ can answer !the deep heart
questions of those “who stand weep-
ing at the grave. Just Imagine how
great would be the darkness were it
not for the light that streams from
His face! The resurrection of Christ
is the highest ingpiration to a sep-
arated life. To those who are saa
and dejected in heart we offer the
great apostle’s words, “If ye then
be risen with Christ, seek those
things which are above.”

The Bible puts the matter into a
small compass: to further give us
hope the apostle exclaims, “If after
the manner of men, I have fought
with beasts at Ephesus, what advant-
ageth it me if the dead rise not?
Let us eat and drink for to-morrow
we die? It is not too much to say
that not only true Chritian faith but
a true Christian morality rests upon
the doctrine of the bodily resurrec-
tion of Jesus. High and manifola
temptations that are m the world is 18
impossible save upon the great assur-
ance of Jesus, “I am with you al-
ways,” and that assurance can be
given only by Him who was dead and
is alive. He is an enemy of the true
faith and of the Church of the living
God, an enemy of Christian hope and
the slayer of all inspiration God-ward,
who denies the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Let us not be un-
certaiin, let us never waver, in our
full, clear, intelligent, glad acceptance
of the marvellous truth of Christ’s
complete conquest over sin, over Sa-
tan, nd over death. May this Baster
Day give each one of His children
more of His resurrection 1life and
brighten the hope of His coming.

A really wonderful showing of Girls’
BEaster. Hats. See these smart styles
at Thomson’s, 179 Dundas St
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Commitiee of District
Council Convenes in
London B.M.E. Church

At the call of the General Super-
intendent, Rev. S. R. Drake, the Dis-
trict Council Committee convened in
Grey Street B.M.E. Church on Thurs-
day, March 26th at 2.30 p.m. One half
hour was given to devotional exer
cises, the presiding officer then out-
lined the purpose of the meeting and
requested that each member of the
council, enter into the meeting with
a desire to accomplish something
for the advance of the work before
the committee. Rev. Drake pointed
out to the Council that the main ob-
ject of the meeting was to discuss
general plans for the annual and gen:
eral conference and the celebration
of the 70th anniversary of the church
as an organization in Canada. At a
session of ithe General Conference
Special Committee the date for the
opening of the annual conference was
confirmed and it was set for Monday,
Sept. 13th, to continue for one week.
This of course will include the ses-
sions of the general conference, the
Missionary Society and the Sunday
School Convention on Sunday, Sept.
19th. Special anniversary services
will be held during the entire day at
which time it is expected special rep-
resentatives from the United States
will be present. Among the visitors
expected are the following: Bishop W.
T. Vernon, representing the African
Methodist Episcopal Church; Bishop
G. Clement, Bishop Kyle and Rev.
R. R. Ball, representing the A.M.E.
Zion Church. A special Memorial
cervice will be held at Queen’s Park
on Monday, Sept. 20th, at which time
a wreath will be placed on the :ab-
let in honor of the No. 2 Construction
Battalion. The general public will be
invited to participate in this public
affair. Special souvenir programs
were suggested containing the hist-
ory of the connexion and a program of
the anniversary services. Thig sug-
gestion was adopted by the Council.
The Committee on Church Federation
reported progress and recommended
further negotiations with the com-
mission in order to obtain all inform-
ation  possible. The state of the
church was also reported and reveal-
ed an alarming condition in the
ranks of our church. It was said
that something must be done in the
interest of the work. It was also
stated that further information should
be given to any congregation desiring
it and this was agreed in general.

Special tribute was paid to the de-
cease of Rev. R. A. Ball, who depart-
ed this life in December of last year.
The favourite hymn, “Guide Me Oh
Thou Great Jehovah,” was sung, and
prayer offered by Rev. E. A. Richard-
son in behalf of his widow. A Sspe-
cial recommendation was presented
calling for anniversary services in all
our churches to be held sometime
prior to the Annual Conference com-
memorating the 70 years of existence
of the church. TRepresentatives who
were present are the following: Wind-
sor, Rev. J. T. Dawson, F. Edmonds,
Jennie Bowles, Evelyn Perkins; §St.
Catharines, Rev. H. F. Logan; Brant-
ford, Rev. H. D. Wright; Toroato,
Rev. F. 0. Stewart; Guelph, Mrs. C.
A. Johnson, Miss R. Wilson, M. Mon-
teaur, of Sandwich, Ont. and C. H.
Brown of London. Rev. S. R. Drake

of London Presided and Rev. E. A.
Richardson of Owen Sound was Sec-
retary of the committe. A vote of
thanks was extended to the pastor,
Rev. Woodcock, and the members of
hih church for the cordial entertain-
ment during the sessions and also to
those who opened their homes to ac-
commodate the visiting delegates.
Th e slogan “On to Toronto” is the
clarion call of the delegates and all
are looking forward to this confer-
ence with much joy and anxiety.
F.0.8S.—Reporter

Balaam and the
Other Ass

I would admonish you, friend to
curb thy tongue in my household, lest
a false impression iof that encounter
with the fox be given, women as
well known to you, being somewhat
prone to emphasize slight differences
of detail in versions of a tale, me
having already recounted this matter
in the inciident I am about to relate
in her ears. A similar discretion
would also be to our advantage.

It came to my knowledge that
neizhbour Whitfold had in process
of dickering (a pursuit in which he
is accounted expert) become posses-
sed of a specimen of the common
ass or donkey, which, being desirous
of seeing, and also willing to hear
the details of the barteriing, which I
had heard were highly diverting, I
proceeded to his place with that laud-
able intent. To approach hig barn
I must needs circuit to the eastward
to avoid his animal yard, which, fol-
lowing the recent thaw resembling
Bunyan’s Slough of Despond, with
suadry cows, laboriously pulling their

legs out of the muck, being all to
be seen..
Njow on coming round the cor-

ner of the barn, I came suddenly on
the very beast, of which I was in
quest whereupon he let fly a pair of
heels full at me, while at the moment
seemingly intent ony on nibbling at
a whisp of clover set down for him.
“Have a care beast,” I exclaimed,
having much ado to avoid his feet,
“or I will fetch thee a buffet with
my staff.” On this the donkey lifted
up a pair of ears, in my judgement
mmuch overgrown, let forth a most
distressing ‘“Hee Haw,” and made as
if to repeat hi rash act..

“Sir of the big stomach, ” he said.
(a most unjust remark, for, indeed,
I have an excellent figure for my
years.) “Our tribe are careful for
nothing. We are of a pround and
ancient lineage, the associates of
princes, and were familiars of kings,
when your ancestors gnawed bones
in a cave, we have made possible
man’s wanderings on the earth from
the dawn of history. Ford with his
gasoline donkey has given us our first
respite from our burdens. We know
all about men, Yes, Yes, we know
them, and again that harsh voice was
spread on the air in a ribald “Hee
Haw.” Now being somewhat nettled
by this, I sharp replied:. “To be
sure you are of ancient lineage, but

time has done little for you. You are
to-day but an ass as were your fa-
thers.” “It would seem” he said,

“that time has dealt in a more kind-
ly manner with you, for whereas your
father Adam was but a simpleton,
you today are a much more peif’_'ect
ass. Now we,” he continued after a
pause, me disdaining to comment on
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this ignorant remark. “We being
asses born, are asses by compulsion,
Man being an ass by choice and hg
bit, is the greater ass of the two”

“Of course”, I said somewhat cop.
temptuously, “Balaam held converg
with an ass, but”—

“I know her well,” he interrupteg,
“she was of Barbary blood, and
probably stolen in some raid by the
Phoenicians.” “Who? Balaam?' |
said in gome astonishment, “Of couarse
not,” he snorted, “the donkey, very old

strain, my dam was of the same
blood.” “She was a wise donkey,” |
admitted.

“She was the biggest fool of a fam
ily of asses,” he retorted, “Who but
an ass would try to convince a man
he was wrong.” “But she did con-
vince him,” I cried triumphantly,
“Which does show him to he the
bigger ass to let a donkey change his
mind,” he said sourly.

Now at this moment my neighbor's
dog, a sneaking bruit of no precise
origin, crept up behind me and laying
hold of my heel gave me a tremendous
start, which movement the donkey in-
terpreting as a threat, promptly
wheeled and planted a pair of dirty
hoofs on my waistcoat (that part be
ing nearest to him,) wupon which, |
thus rudely handled, stumbled back
ward over the dog, and was most dis
tressfully mired in the softness of the
yard. This untoward event gave me
some hours of waiting at the cleal
ers (not being desirous of approacl
ing my household in this plight,) also
much coin of the realm besides giv
ing me to suffer the sly comments of
the cleaning man. “It would appear’
he said, “that the fickle dame mi§
fortune hath accompanied you both
coming and returning.”

“In a manner of speaking” I said,
“one might say, Yes.”

Ladies’ Full Fashioned Pure Sl
Hose, Made to Fit, at $2.00 per pair &
Thomson’s, 179 Dundas St.

IN MEMORIAM

Our dear Viola E. Smith, dearly b
loved daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. A
Smith, who was taken from US §I¥
years ago, March 19th, 1926.

An angel dame with tenderest-caré

And left with us a lily fair

A lily fair with heart of gold

Bach day we watched our bud uf

Into a beautiful lily rare

Until one day an angel came

And took away our bud agail,

Came for our darling and took
home

To' bloom in heaven for God alo"®

O God ease the pain of the pareit3
heart

When with their darlinig the
to part.

Suffer little children, we hear '

0 Saviour kindly teach us the ¥
Sadly missed by parents, is
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Beulah and brothers.
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