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STILL DISCUSSING
- THE ATTITUDE OF ROSSIA.

Willingness to Withdraw from the Chinese Capitalﬁ still a mat-
ter of Speculation—More Theories—Washington Hears
from Conger—Prince Ching Wants to Negotiate.

London, Sept. 4, 4.10 a. m.—The latest
reliable Pekin date is now nearly a fort-
night old. An undated despatch has been
received at Vienna reporting that the al-
lied troops marched through the imperial
palace August 28; but it was known that
this date had been fixed by the allied

commanders for a formal promenade.

There is no other news of any kind.
: The Hong Kong correspondent of the
Daily Mail says that the Carton oficials

have been ordered to transmit all nossible,

revenue to the north for war expenses.
that all pay of officials from the viceroy
down has been stopped during hostilities.

The Vienna correspondent of the Stan-
dard telegraphs that he learns from a good
source that the Germans, Austrians and
Italians will remain in Pekin after the
Russians  withdraw. Shanghai and Hong
Kong despatches express the utmost as-
tonishinent at the idea of evacuating
Pelkin,

The baily News suggests editorially that
Russia may have made secret terms with
China behind the backs of the powers.
The Standard expresses gratification at
the explanation that the United States
government does not approve Russia’s pro-
ceedings. -

The Daily Express publishes an inter-
view with a New York Chinanian, Liu
Chu Ah, now staying in' London, who ad-
mits Li Hung Chang’s ‘duplicity and
rooted antagonism to western ideas,” bLut
thinks that the allies have no choice but
to negotiate with him or to retire from
China altogether.

M. De Blowitz, the Paris correspondent
of the Times, asserts that the origin of
Russia’s decision to evacuate Pekin was
her desire to frustrate the schemes of
Emperor William and to correct the im-
pressions produced by the kaiser's speech
attributing to Emperor Nicholas the in-
itiative in the appointment of Field Mar-
shal Count Von Waldersee to the com-
mand of the international {roons.

“Russia also desired,” says M. De
Blowitz, “to save France from the hard
necessity of placing her troops under
Count Von Waldersee. The United States
were also much dissatisfied with the pros-
pect of their troops acting under German
arders.

“If you compare the Russian gvacuation
proposal with the American plan for he-
ginning negotiations before Count Von
‘Waldersee’s arrival, and if you add to this
the prompt adherence of France, addressed
to the United States, you have the com-
plete key to the Russo-American mystery.”

GERMANY AGREES
WITH RUSSIA,
A High Official S;;_;hgre is No Objec-
tion to Writhrawing from Pekin.

Berlin, Sept. 3—Negotiations continue
between the powers respecting the propo-

" sition of Russia. It appears that the pro-

portion of the proposal which contem-
plates the removal of the legations to
Tien Tsin does not meet with opposition;
but the proposal that the troops should
vacate Pekin will not be acted upon until
after thorough examination of the case
by other powers with a special view to
the question of military advisability. Ger-
many’s programme is to await the adtion
of the other powers. Count Von Buelow,
the German foreign minister, has made a
communication to this effect to the Rus-
sian ambassador.

A high official of the German foreign
office said today in defining Germamy's
position :

“Germany has not answered Russia for-
mally, although she has informed her con-

" fidentially as to the views of the German

government. Cemtainly we do not object
to the removal of thc legations temporar-
ily to Tien Tsin and this would enable
the members Lo recuperate from their re-
cent hardships. So far as the answer of
the United States to Russia is concerned,
we now see it to be in substantial agreg-
ment with Germany’s position.”

When asked whether, if the troops were
withdrawn, the Empress Dowager and
Emperor wouid return to Pekin, the for-
eign office official in question replied that
he could form no opinion worth stating
on that subject. .

Most of the Germen papers are of
opinion that it is very doubtful if «Ger-
many can adopt Russia’s suggestions, ‘and
they deplore the evidence of a threatened
split in the luropean concert. One lead-
ing Berlin journal asserts that Emperor

William, while comversing with a group

of oflicers last Saturday evening said:
. “Under no conditions,_shall we give up
Pekin, not even if every army corps has
to be mobilized.”
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AMERICAN VIEWS AND NEWS,

A Message from Pel.in — Prospect of
Establishing a Chinese Government. -

Washington, Sept. 3.—A' despatch from
Minister Conger was received by the state
deparbment today. It was chiefly inter-
esting in being the first word from him
since his despatch of about the 27th ult.
referring to the proposed parade of troops
through the imperial palace in Pekin.
Like that despatch this is dateless as to
[Pekin. The contents were not made
public, but it was stated that it contain-
ed nothing materially changing the situa-
tion. The lack of date led to a deter-
mination to take energetic steps by
whidh all despatches hereafter coming
to the state department from China will
have the date clearly stated.

Two other despatches received today
from China referred to the state of
health of the troops, which generally is
satisfactory. |

It cannot be learmed that there has
been any marked advancement of the
international forces from Pekin. The
plain indication is that the powers are
acting upon the hint conveyed in the last
note of the state department and are
bringing all of their influence to bear
upon Russia to induce her to change her
mind as to withdrawing her troops. For
some reason the authorities here appear
to feel a growing confidence that this
effort will be successful. It is noted as a
fact of great significance that the pro-
position is heing advanced to have Prince
Ching return to Pekin as the acting head
of the Chinese government. The sugges-
tion is made that the progress of this
wave of reorganization while the inter-
national troops are still in Pekin, prom-
ising as it does speedily to provide an ac-
tual defacto Chinese government with
which the nations may treat without
further doubt as to its strength, may
solve the present problem and put the
Chinese question in a fair way to final
and satisfactory settlement. Much may
depend upon the attitude of Russia in
this matter, and the manner in which she
treats this appeal from the Chinese
notables may prove to be a test of the
sincerity of her expressed desire to deal
with the Chinese government as soon as
possible.

Dr. Hill, first secretary of state, re-
turned to Washington today and assumed
the duties of acting head of the state de-

{ igners in that provinee to come under his

s
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partment, relieving Mr. Adee, who has
performed these duties during the. per-
plexing diplomatic exchanges of recent
date. Dr. Hill has been absent in New
England with his family on a vacation,
but in view of the important diplomatic
phases of the Chinese question which have
arisen, decided to eurtail' his stay and
take up the work here. Soon after arriv-
ing he went to the White House and spent
half -an: hour with the president, going
over the  present status of the Chinese
megotiations. Later he <conferred at
length with Mr. Adee. From this time
on, until Mr. Hay returns, Dr. Hill will
be the active head of the state depart-
ment. .

The despatch from Perley, the chief
surgeon at Taku, makes it apparent that
whatever the conditions may be on the
land route between Taku and Pekin, the
Pei Ho river route at least is open and
safe for the tranmsportation of passengers.

Prince Ching Wants to Negotiate.

Pekin, Tuesday, Aug. 1.—Prince Ching
is endeavoring to open negotiations with
the allies. g

Yu Hsien, governor of Shanghai (?), has
sent a memorial to the throne asking for
a reward for having invited 52 foreigners
under his protection and for having after-
wards killed them.

In the provisional government estab-
lished here each mnationality administers
a section of the city, according to its own
ideas. i

‘There is a possibility of the Pekin des-
patch being somewhat in error as to the
identity of the Chinese official who is
asking for a reward for murdering 52
foreigners. A despatch to the Associated
Press from Che Foo dated Aug. 29, said
Yu, the governor of the province of Shen
Si was reported to have invited the for-

protection. ¥t was added that about 50
foreigners accepted his proposition and
all were massacred.

Hart Again at the Helm.

Pekin, Aug. 22.—Sir Robert Hart, the
director of the Chinese imperial maritime
customs, has resumed charge of the cus-
toms and has reopened the imperial

ports.

Chinese Official Arrested.

Pekin, Aug. 22.—Chung Li, a member |
of Tsung Li Yamen and prefect of police,
visited the Austrian representative yes-
terday, who arrested him because of the
Chinese officials complicity in the attacks
on the legations.

Three members of the Tsung Li Yamen,
Ea Tung, Ching Hsin and Chung Li, it
is announced here, are seeking to nego-
tiate with the allies through Sir Robert
Hart, the director of the Chinese mari-
time customs. There are four trains
each day from Yung Ku to Yang Tsun.

The sinking of a small Japanese steam-
er interrupts river communication between
Tien Tsin and Taku. )

As announced in the detpatch from
Pekin dated Aug. 22, Chung Li has been
arrested and it is just possible he may be
the “Prince Ching” referred to in the
Pekin despatch of Aug. 21 as endeavoring
to open negotiations with the allies,
though there is a Prince Ching, father of
the heir apparent lord chamberlain of the
court and recently commander of the
Pekin field force.

London, Sept. 3.—An "Austrian official
despatch says Chung Li, who was ar-
rested by the Austnian representative at
Pekin, was military governor of Pekin and
fadds that the Awmstro-Hungarian con-
tingent is quartered in Chung Li’s palace.
After his arrest he was turned over to
the Japanese.

DUE AT DORCHESTER.

A Deserter from the Halifax Garrison
Arrested in Ottawa.

Ottawa, Sept. 3—(Special)—Pte. Ernie
Merritt, a deserter from the Provisional
Garrison Battalion, Halifax, ha: been ar-
rested here and will be sent to Halifax
Lomoru;w, where ne no doubt will have

1o amawer for his offence.
Sergt. Jarman, who has been attending
e D. R. A. meet, spied Merritt working
r the corporation and had him lockesl
v at police station.

Wrestler Killed,

(ornwall, Ont., SBept. 3.—(Special)—W.
. Quinn, champion vollar and elbow and
tch as cateh can wrestler of Canada is
ported killed near La Conception, Que.,
; a runaway accident. Quinn formerly
n the Carleton hotel here and left for
(Conception to go into the lubering
iness with his brother-in-law and they
. carrying on an extensive business
e time of his death.

Home on Furlough.
real, Sept. 3.—(Special)—(aptain
rs. A. Joly Del.obiniere reached
1 yesterday on their return from
d left today for British Columbia,
hey will visit Sir Henry Joly
re, the captain’s father. Cap-
,obiniere holds a commission in
1 artillery and is on a six
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CHOLERA AND FAMINE.

Almost Eight Thousand Deaths Last
Week - Governmernt Feeding More.

Bombay, Sept. 3.—Official returns show
that there were 7,969 deaths from cholera
in the native and British states during
the week ending August 25.

The numbers of relief works are decreas-
ing and ‘the number of persons receiving
gratuitous relief are increasing.

A Railroad in Mourning.

e e

Kansas City, Mo., Sept. 3.—From 11.50
o'clock to 11.55 today every locomotive,
every piece of machinery and every em-
ploye on the Memphis railroad sysiem
from Kansas City to Birmingham, Ala.,
were idle. This action was taken as a
mark of respect to the memory of the
late president of the system, K. 8. Wash-
burn, who died at Rye Beach, N. H., last
Friday. For the five minutes specified
every train, car and locomotive was held
at a standstill, no matter where they hap-
pened to be. At the end of five minutes
traflic was resumed.

The funeral services of President Wash-
burn were held today at Rye Beach, N.
H. The body was later taken to Voston
for interment. 3 .

Gen. 0'Grady-Haly in Montreal.

Montreal, Sept. 3.—Gen. O’Grady-Haly
was in Montreal today. He inspected
the Montreal field battery, held confer-
ence with a number of military men and
left for Quebec tonizht.
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THE PLAGUE IN GLASGOW.

B

Other Ports Taking Precautions Against
Contamination from Glasgow Ships.

R

Vienna, Sept. 3—On account of the out-
break of the Bubomic plague at Glasgow,
the Austro-Hungarian government has
ordered a medical examination of all ships
arviving from English points.

Berlin, - Sept. 3—The presence of the
Bubonic plaugue at Glasgow is comment-
ed upon here indignantly, as going to
show crimnal negligence on the part of
the British authorities. .

New York, Sept. 3—The Allan-State
steamer State of Nebraska, from Glasgow
via Londonderry, was reported soulheast
of Fire Island at 11.30 o’clock tonight.
She will arrive at quarrantine about 4
o'clock. Coming from a point infected
with Bubonic plague, the vessel will be
subjected to -strict inspection. ‘DNwelve
days is the specified time which a vessel
must be out of an infected port. where
Bubonic plague prevails to escape deten-
tion. The State of Nebraska will tomor-
row be twelve days out of Glasgow and
after careful inspection of all her passen-
gers she will be allowed to proceed to
this ecity.

Buenos Ayres, Sept. 3—A case of Bue-
bonic plague has been officially reported
heve. '

Teachers at School Again.
Fredenicton, Sept,. 3.—(Special)—The
provincial Normal school opened today
with a large attendance. =

British GarrisonThere Reported
in Grave Danger.

GEN. ROBERTS REPORTS

e —

The Annexation of the Transvaal--
How the News Was Heard in the
Cape Parliament--Baden Powell
on the Way to Cape Town,

I

Pretoria, Sept. 3.—Gen. Baden-Powell
started for Cape Town Saturday.

Relief Needed. *

Mazeru, Basutbland, Sept. 3.—Comman-
does’ under Fouril, Grobelar, Bemmer and
Hagsebrock, togéther with 200 of Theron
scouts, are investing the British garrison
at Ladybrand.

It is reported /that the troops have al-
ready burned their stores and- it is feared
that they will be compelled to surrender.

Gen. Hunter is hastening to their relief.

Roberts’s Proclamation.

London, Sept.:3.—~Under date of Belfast,
Sept. 1, Lord Roberts reports: “I have
téday issued, under her majesty’s warrant
of July 4, procldmations announcing that
the Transyaal will henceforth form a part
of her majesty’s dominions.” :

Cape Town, Sept. 3.—The communica-
tion today. to the assembly of Lord Rob-
erts’ proclamatign announcing the annes-
ation of the Bouth African republic, which
will hereafter belknown hs The Transvaal,
was greeted by ie ition with silence
and by the ministerialists with prolonged
cheerirs. L)

Hospital Serviced

Toronto, Sept.3-<+A cablegram has been
received by Dr: Hodgetts, secretary of the
Red Cross in Totonto, from Major Biggar
dated Cape Towm, August 3). It reads:
‘“Men well lookéd after. Agents out all
along the line.”’

ABOUT

NINSTEHS.

Routine Bu;lneuz was Ttgmcted at a
Cabinet Meeting — Ministers Coming
East, ; 4

Ottawa, Sept. 3—(Spesial)—There was
a meeting of theicabinet this afternoon,
when * some business was trans-

acted. Hon. Mr. Fielding, and Hon. Mr.
Paterson ‘leave tomorrow to  ad-
dress a number of meetings. in the

Hon. Mr. Blair ex-

maritime provinces.
the

pects to leave on Wednesday for
maritime provinces,

County News.

s

Albert:

Hopewell  Hill, Sept. 3—Mrs. Capt. ‘A.
H. Kinney, of New York, entertained a
number of friends at the Hotel Shepody
at Riverside, Friday evening. Music and
amusements were provided and the even-
ing passed most enjoyable.

The Hillsboro Cornet Band held an ex-
cirsion to Point du Chene, Saturday.

The members of the Hopewell and Har-
vey Teachers’ Aksociation made a natural
history excursion to the Cape “Recks” on
Saturday afternoon.

H. B. Peck, railway mail clerk, and Mrs.
Peck, of St. John, are visiting their for-
mer parents at this place.

Mrs. R. C. Bacon, of Moncton, and Mrs.
Reid, of Sackvifle, drove to Alma last
wosk

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Colpiits, of Pleas-
ant Vale, are guests of Ralph Colpitte,
at_ this place.

Thomas J. Gallagher and wife, of Monc-
ton, were guests at the Hotel Shepody
at Riverside last week.

Mrs. Ann Stuart and Miss Annie Stuart,

of this place, visited Springhill last week.

No Hope for Sewall,

—

Bath, Me., Sept. 4, 12.15 a...m.—lhe
condition of Hon. Arthur M. Sewall was
unchanged at midnight. He had mot re-
gained consciousness and it was stated by
the physicians that there was absolutely
no hope for his recoveny. His death is
expected at any moment and he probably
will not come out of the stupor in which
he has lain since he was stricken. The
family are about the bedside awaiting the
end. -

Hon. Mr. Sifton in the West.
Eomem—

. Winnipeg, Sept. 3.—Hon, Clifford Sifton,
minister of the interior, arrived in the
city Saturday. In an interview he said
no announcement regarding the general
elections would be made at present. ilis
purposé in coming up at the present time
was to attend several Liberal mcetings
about to be held and to address mectings
on behalf of political friends in the terri-
tories.

Cars for New Zealand.

St. Louis, Mo., Sept. 3.—A local car
foundry company has. been awarded the
contract for constructing 68 passenger
coaches for the government of New Zea-
land. These cars will be built complete
and then taken apart and shipped to their
destination. Men will be sent to put the
cars together after their arrival.

Dr. Landerkin Named.

PDurham, Ont., Sept. 3.—(Special)—
The Liberals of South Grey, in conven-
tion here today, unanimously re-nominated
Dr. Landerkin for the Dominion house.

Premier Marchand Better,
Quebec, Sept. 3-+(Special)—Dr. Simard,
who is attending Premier Marchand, re-
ported the premier much better today.

| turning four.

"BATILE CRY SOUNDED
BY SIR RICHARD CARTWRIGH
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In Accepting the Nomination for South Oxford He Indicates

A splendid speech was made at Norwich,
Ont., on August 30, by Sir Richard Cart-
wright in accepting the momination ten-
dered him by the Liberals of South Ox-
ford. The following report is taken from
the Toronto Globe: .

Sir Richard’s Speech.

. On Sir Richard coming forward °three
cheers were called for and given with tre-
mendous vigor. The cheers. were renew-
ed before the minister of trade and com-
merce had time to commence his speech.
When the cheering had subsided Sir Rich-
ard spoke as follows:

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen,—
You have done me a very great honot,
and I hope and trust that before many
months have elapsed I shall be uhle to
prove to you that you have also done
some slight service to the Liberal cause
throughout the province of Ontario, and
possibly throughout this dominion. Do
not suppose for one moment that - be-

cause you have on four several occakliions |

bestowed this distinguished honor upon
me, who came among you a stranger, hard
ly known to you, except by reputation;
that I have in the slightast degree lost
the appreciation which I then formed of
the electorate who did me so great a
favor and so great an honor. (Hear, hear.)
When I first had the honor of being se-
lected as the representaitive of this ban-
ner constituency of Western Ontario the
fortunes of thé Liberals were perhaps in
as extremely low a plight as they had
been for forty years. You did not select
me then because you had any reason o
just expectation that within any reason*
able period - of time, or within a short
period of time, the Liberal party would
succeed in returning to power. You select-
ed me knowing well that by selecting me
you placed yourselves in a position of di:
rect antagonism to the powers that bei
Few and far between, in those days, were
the wservices which your representative
cotrld ‘render to the constituency of South
Cxford, and I do not say too much in
saying, as I do say, that you were for
many years proscribed and marked by
our opponents by reason of your devotion
to the Liberal cause. If, therefore, I am
in any degree able now to see that fair
play. is rendered to you and justice is done
to you, it is only a very small compensa-
tion for the -devotion that you have man-
ifestad during all this period toward Lib-
eral principles. But I know well that it
i4 not by reason of any paltry, peity fa-
vors that e can render to you at Otta-
wa that South Oxford has maintained
the devotion which it has shown to the
Liberal party. (Cheers) 1 know that
with you it has been a matter of prin-
ciple. (Remewed cheers.) I know that
you have sought, as I believe on the whole
the leaders of the Liberal party have
sought, simply and: solely to promote the
good government of the dominion of Can-
ada, and to give effect to those principles
which you believe best . calculated to carry
it out. For the last four years your ef-
forts and those of your friends through-
out the domimion have been reasonably
sucoessful, and it is for you and for the
eleators of Canada to say whether the
Liberal party, or, what is miore, the peo-
ple of Canada, have any reason to be
ashamed of the record of the last four
years, or of the manner in which the LihA-
eral government have conducted your af-
fairs.
Vaporings of Sir Uharles.

1 do not take any very great amount of
atock in the vaporings of my  ancient
friend, Sir Charles Tupper. 1 notice that
that worthy gentleman, at this present
moment, is roaming about the country,
declaring, as he has many a time done
before, that the issue is a foregone con-
dlusion, that when the people see Sir
Charles Tupper they will return to their
ancient love and the Conservitive ve-
gime shall once more flourish in the land.
(Laughter.) Well, gentlemen, those of
us who know Sir Charles Tupper, those
of us who remember Sir Charles Tupper’s
declarations in olden time, know very
well what amount of value is to be at-
tached to Sir Charles’ utteranecs. I re-
member perfectly well in 1896 that Sir
Sir Charles declared in equally stentorian
tones that his eleetion by an overwhelm-
ing majority was a certainty throughout
the dominion. I remember well in 1897
that Sir Charles descended upon the prov-
ince of Nova Scotia and declared that the
annihilation of the Liberal government
in that province was a foregone conclu-
sion, particularly since they had been de-
prived of the services of my esteemed
friend, Mr. Fielding, as premier; and I
remember very well how, when the day
of reckoming came, the Conservative party,
out of 36 local members, returned three.
{Uheers and laughter.) 1 remember in
the same year, or a few months later, that
Sir Charles, backed this time by that not-
able prophet, Mr. George Eulas Foster,
dedlaved that the Conservatives were
about to descend in their might upon the
province of New Brumswick, and sweep
the dastard, mongrel cabinet, as he call-
ed it, into utter perdition, and T remem-
ber very well, a few weeks later, that out
of fonty-six representatives in New Bruns-
wick the Conservatives suwcceeded in re-
(Cheers and laughter.)

Result= in Quebee.

little later
nebee, and
ived, my

I remember very well how
they were going to sweep
unless I am very greatly

the Lines Upon Which the Campaign Will be Fought |
— What .the Conservatives Have Said. -

friend, Mr. Marchand, was returned by a
considerably larger majority than hereto-
fore. 1 remember also how there was
going to be an end not merely to Mr.
Pattullo, Dr. McKay and Mr. Hardy, but
of the whole TLiberal administration of
the province of Ontario, and I believe that
tinese gentlemen are today stronger than
when the ballots were cast in 1898. There
is the pesult of five Conservative predic-
tions. True it is, Sir Chailes and his
friends have succeeded in winning a skir-
midh in Manitoba, although [ believe if
the ‘truth was known that my friend, Mr.
wreenway, had a majority of the votes
that were cast, even if he was in a minor-
ity in the constituemcies.

Liberal Responsibility.

Now, 1 just want 1o call your attention
to one fact: In days gone by the Con-
servative parly were in the habit of hold-
ing the Libkeral party strictly responsible
for every misfortune, for every calamity—
regardless of whc‘t\her or not it was one
that could be foreseen or by amy possi-
bility be averted—which overtook the peo-
ple of Canada. We were held responsible,
as you all know, for every disaster that
occurred from 1873 to 1878, no matter how
clearly we might prove and show that
it did not ocenr through any acts of the
Liberal government, but was due to the
acts of our predecessors rather than to
our own. Now, [ propase to apply the
same excellent rulas to the Conservative
government in Manitoba. According to
their rules the government of the ecoum-
try, mind you, is responsible for every
disaster, miifortune or calamity that
may happen. Waell, the Consecrvatives
have won inn Manitoba, and what is the
consequence? Kor years they have not
thad a shorter crop in Manitoba than
they have had this season. (Cheers and
laughter.)

The Growth of 'I'rade.

Turning from -fietion-te faet, turning
from Sir Charles Tupper to the public
records, 1 want to lay before you twa
or three brief statements. 1 am not
going to inflict a column of figures upon
you; I am going to lay before you two
or three brief statements which go to
show how the affairs of Canada have suf-
fered from the substitution of Liberal for
Conservative rule during the past four
years. As one of our friends rightly said,
the Department of Trade and Commerce
over which 1 have the honor to preside,
is one which is speeially conversant with
the details of your trade and commerce.
Well, sir, thirty-three years ago, in 1867,
the total trade and commerce of Canada
amounted to, I tnmk, $130,000,000. Four
years ago, in 1896, the total trade and
commerce of Canada amounted to $239,-
000,000. In the period from 1867 to 1896
it had grown just a trifle over $108,000,000.
From 1896 to the present year of grace,
1900, the commerce of Canada has grown
from $239,000,000 to 372,000,000, being an
increase of 133,000,000 in four years in the
total volume of our trade and exports,
as against an increase of $108,000,000 in
eight and twenty years which preceded
the return of the Liberal party to power
in the Dominion. (Loud cheers.) Now,
sir, ‘that is a fact. Account for it and
make any explanation you please, but that
is exactly what has happened in the last
four years, as against the eight and
twenty preceding years.

The Public Debt.

Then there is another point to which
our friends on the opposite side have
drawn a great deal of attention, and that
is ¢his: They have contended, and con-
tended rightly, that we in times past
deprecated the enormous rate at which

the public debt was increasing and
they have condemned wus in the most
unmeasured language. Why? *“‘Because

forsooth, after you had declaimed against
the increase of the public debt on every
public platform in Canada, you your-
selves in a period of four years, or three
years, have added $7,000,000 1o the public
indebtedness.” Well, gentlemen, that is
true; or, rather, it is one-half the truth,
which is about the nearest Conservative
speakers can get to it- When the Con-
servatives went out of oflice they left un-
discharged « obligations for the construc-
tion of canals and for.public works very

considerably exceeding $16,000,000. We
have added, they say, $7,000,000- Now,

gentlemen, although the facts are not ab-
solutely published, 1 may tell you this:
We have so administered the affairs of
Canada during the last year that although
we have had to build enormous public
works, and we have had great expendi-
tures to make, we have given $2,000,000
to the service of the empire, equipping
and sending out our contingents on the.
30th of June, our de bt had not increased
one copper during the last year. (Loud
cheers). More than that; in the four
vears which terminated the period that
I speak of, the total increase of the
debt, the total nominal increase of the |
debt, was a little over $7,000,000, and of !
that $7,000,000 $1,000,000 was simply dis-
count on a 2! per cent. Joan, sput there
by my friend, Mr. Fielding, which by no
possible circumstances ought to be reck-
oned as an injury to us.

{ Reduction of _Interest.

On the contrary, by eflecting that loan
at 2} per cent. he has laid the founda-
tion for a very comsiderable reduction, a
permanent reduction, in the charge for
interest, and it is in no way justly charged

the empire. (Cheers.) Deduct that, apd:
total
Liberal party has
$4,000,000, although when we took office

the . Conservative government had con-
trived to add at least $16,000,000 to the
total capital
(Cheers.): 1

More than that, T once in past time
condemned, and justly condemned, - the

and year by year our opponents were

very small amount was left for us to ex-
pend for other purposes, and you may
not wonder that when we found in 1805
that the total fixed charges of Canada
that could not well be controlled or re-

debt, and railway subsidies—amounted:to

whole sum available for the discharga
of the various duties of government was
barely $6,000,000 or $7,000,000, we did eon

of the day for indulging in any é¥pendi-
ture that could possibly be ayoided.
(Cheers.) How  stands
In the year 1895 the revenue, as I have
said, ias about- $6,000,000 after deducting
‘the fixed charges. How stands the case

fixed charges it wewald amount to’

thing like $21,000,000, being to all prae
cal intents and pwrposes three or ‘fotir
times as much income available for of-
dinary purposes of government as we
possessed  four years ago. (Cheerss)
Those are facts which neither, Mr, Foster
nor Sir Charles Tupper can deny. They
cannot alter them and cannot prevedt
us from proving them, however  much
they -may endeavor to claim the -credit
for themselves (why I cannot imaginé)

v things.
The Exodus

More than that, as you know also, one
reasonn why the Liberal party deprecated
any unnecessary and extravagant expendi-
ture was this: During all that long period
as you well know, our people were flying
from the country to the United States by
tens  of thousands, by hundreds ¢f
thousands, flying, I might almost
truly say, by millions, from this country.
But. now the tide has changed. Now, for
the first time in our history, largely owing
to the able administration of his depart-
ment by my friend, Mr. Sifton, we -find
that instead of our people flying from
Canada to the United States by thousands
every month, we sce that large numbers
of our compatriots and their children are
making their way from the United States
to Canada. (Cheers.) - I am speaking froth
recollection, but I know I am not: more
than a few entries astray, if at all, when
I say that in the single item of homesteads
entries alone, the: homestead . entrigs
which have been made in the Northwest
alone, apart from the sales by railway
companies, which in itself is a very good
indication, and by private persons and
companies, have increased nearly 400 per
cent. In 1896 they amounted to, I think,
barely 1,600 all told; in the last year, 1899,
or the-carly part of this year for which
we have the records, they amounted to,
not 1,600 alone, but to 6,400 homestead
entries,every one representing a family,and
every family making a Jarge  .ade
dition to the producing and purchasing
-capacity of Canada. (Cheers.) - That is .a
very great difference.

Stopped.

Methods of Relieving Burdens.

"Nm\' upon the question of taxation.
Fhere are two ways in which the govern-
ment of the country may relieve the bur-
dens of the people, and they are these:
eitlier by practising strict economy or by
so developing the resources of the country
and the increase of population that the
number of those who contribute to the
revenue shall be largely increased, These
gentlemen talk .of the recklessness and of
the extent of which we have added to the
public debt, but they desire wholly and
entirely to keep from the view of the
people of Canada the fact that during the
four years of Liberal rule there is every
reason to believe that the population of
Catiada has increased by drom 400,000 to
500,000, and that in consequence the actual
charge per capita is Targely less today
than it was in 1896, the year to which
they are so fond of referring.” (Cheers.)

A Striking Contrast.

And now I do not want to detain you,
but L want you to contrast for one mo-
ment the contentions which the Conser-
vative party are putting forward now
with the numner in which they comforted
themselves under similar circumstances in
the case of my late lamented and esteem-
od friend, Mr. Alexander Mackenzie. It
is known that when he assumed office in
1873 he inherited enormous obligations,
contracted by his predecessors, which he
could not honorably refuse to discharge
and for which they had made no provis-
ion whatever. It is known also that, after
he assumed those obligations this country
in common with other countries was

against us. There was besides $2,000,000,
which was given, as I believe, with the
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severely affected by a depression which
was world-wide in its effects.’ The United

increase fairly chargeable to the’
barely amounted to:

recklessness with which the esxpenditure
was being piled up, but mainly on this '
ground, becanse 1 saw that day by day

adding to what may be called the fixed
capital charges of the country; so .that-a *

duced—charges for' the collection of rév- '
enue, payment of interest on the publie '

demn, and justly condemm,the governmeit =

the & case?

today? After deducting all tHese: same
Lio

1

full consent of the people of Cenada ,to!
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you will really find that in four years the

we assumed liabilities of $16,000,000; and
for Sir Charles Tupper’s information [
will add that in the four years preceding |

I

indebtedness of . Canada, |
Circumstances Have Changedé °
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something like $27,000,000, and that the
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for having brought about such a state of ]




