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Campbellton, Oct. 7.—This was a big night
for Campbellton. The metropolis of Resti-
gouche wos crowded with electors who gath-

i ered to liear the political issues of the cam-
paign discussed by the Hon. Dr. J. B. M.
Baxter, Leader of the Opposition. The people
came m tug boats, motor ‘boats, automobiles
and special traihs, all intent on becoming in-
formed ou political questions by a man whose
reputation for honesty and fair mindedness
had preceded him. Every settlement for a
distance of twenty miles up and down the
majestic river was represented by a large
delegution. From the mill settlements tug
!)oats, loaned to the workmen by the mill

'm ovners, hrought crowds, while automobiles

»

conveyed hundreds from the farming districts,
and a special train came down the Interna-
tional Railway loaded to capacity.

CROWDED THE OPERA HOUSE.

The Opera House was unable to accommo-
date the crowd that gathered. The floor, gal-
leries and aisles were packed, in striking con-
tast to the two hundred that assembled to
hear Hon. C. W. Robinson the night before.
An overfiow meeting was held elsewhere for
those who could not get into the Opera House,
and wus addressed by prominent speakers.

When [ Baxter arose to speak he was
given a tremendous ovation, and the demon-
stration coniinued for some minutes. It was a
genvine tribute of loyalty to the man whom
the electors will chocse to follow on Saturday
next. D'r. [laxter treated the questions of the
campaign in a fair, broad-minded manpner. In
a dignined eddress, which at times reached
superb leights of eloguence and oratory,
arousing his hearers to enthusiastic outbursts

Vof approval, he pictured the inconsistencies,
Nexiravagances and mismanagement of the
oster administration. .

When he had finished, business men, pro-
fessional imen, farmers, lumber jacks and
ladios shaok hands with'the Oppasition Leader,
pledging their support for his ticket in Res-
tigouche, County and assuring him of a rousing
majority.

MERCILESS IN HIS ARRAIGNMENT.

Mr. Baxter was in excellent form and
eripped his audiences from the start. As he
made point after point in his masterly arraign-
ment of the Government every shot told and
the result ot the meeting will be a much larger
majority than was expected for the Opposition
candidates.

He took up the manifesto of the Premier,
2axl said the only things which that gentleman
seemed nct to have claimed credit for were the
sun. tnoon. stars and atmosphere. Everything
else that had worked out for the good of the
pecple bad been seized upon by “his master's
voice”’ end glory taken unto himself because
of them, while as a matter of fact practically
all the legislation for which they claimed so
much credit was the work of the former ad-

inistration. About the only credit to which
the present one was entitled was for having
sense enough to adopt a good thing fhen they
found it ready to their hands.

DID NGT GIVE WOMEN VOTE.

Tuke the woman suffrage bill. Mr. Foster
was going around the country patting himself
en the back znd crying aloud to the women:
“Behold, | am the man who gave the right to
vote to you. ladies, and now | think as a matter
of common justice you should all turn out on
election day, and by those votes, which I, the
Premier, gave you, return us once more to
power.” Premier Foster and his party could
not in justice claim any great credit for the
franchise Lill. It was true they were in
power and passed the Act, but it was only
after the Opposition had practically forced
them to do it. ~When the matter was first
brought up, the “master of the administration,
Hon. P. J. Veniot, had expressed himself as
in favor of a limited fr for women, and
Premier Foster had th if a bill was
mtroduced and passed, ‘to ask eutenant-
Govemor to refuse his assent.

During the recess, however, they evidently
saw a light. The Federal Parliament had
given women the right to vote, and they had
come to realize it could no longer be denied in
this province. /A bill was introduced and
brought before the House. The Government
intended no doubt that it should confer the
right to vote on women, but on looking it over
he had discovered that it was defective in
many ways and would not accomplish the
object aimed it, and eventually he himself had
;0 put it in shape for them, and it was then passed
by a unanimous vote of the House. Under
those circumstances he failed to see how the
Government could claim-any credit for con-
ferring the {runchise on women. The women
by their unselfish and heroic sacrifices-during
the war had earned the right to take a full
share with their husbands, brothers and sons

‘9 in conductink the affairs of the country, and
L " instead

of praise the present provincial ad-
fministration was worthy of censure for refus-
ing to pass the measure when first introduced
by Hon. J. A. Murray, and thus depriving the
ladies for one year ok = ilegn thev had well

theusiasm. Merciless Arraignme
eral Party New Piling Up Huge

The "Workmen's Compensation Act”’ was
another bit of legislation the Foster-Veniot
combination pointed to with a great deal of
unction, and for which they weré claiming
great credit, As a matter of fact, there hau
been workmien's compensation legislation long
beforc the present Government had
ever been thought of. The first law
was based on the English measure;
this was amended from time to time
to meet changing conditions. During
the Clarke-Murray administrations, he,
as Attorney-General, had been asked
to look into this matter and draft a
new law. Realizing that a matter of
this kind needed careful consideration
from men in touch with the subject to
he legislated on, he had suggested the
appointment of a commission on
which capital and labor would be
represented, and this course had been
followed. The commission was made
up of two members representing the
employers, two representing labor,
and a chairman. For the position of
chairman he had chosen o man he
believed well qualified to fill the posi-
tion, an insurance man and a lawyer,
and none of these men were chosen
for their political affiliations, for the
chairman was a candidate for the party
politically opposed to his party at the
previous election. Would the Foster
Government in similar circumstances
have done the same? Their record’
hkardly bore out the supposition that
they would. ' *

TOOK FORMER' covmrs
MEASURE. ©

This commission had made a
thorough investigation and had pre-
pared an Act which was now on the
statete books of the province. To
whom by all fair standards of justice
did the credit for the Act belong to, the men
who realized in the first place the need for
such legislation and appointed the commis-
sion, or the men who simply took the good
the gods provided? Again he claimed the
only credit the Foster-Veniot combination
were entitled to was in having sense enough
to know a good thing when they saw it.

Then there was the “Independent Audit
Act,”” about which they cried aloud to the
heavens,
done to protect the finances of this province.”
But what had they really done? They had
changed the name of the auditor-general to
comptroller-general, had provided for; the
signing of all cheques issued by the provincial
sxcrelary and immported a set of chartered
accountants to go over their books, and, by
the way, last year their accountants had not
given them a clean certificate, but had simply
cortified the accounts were a correct copy as
they appeared on the books. They carefully
refrained from placing themselves in the posi-
tion of endorsing those books. These were
the only changes made; the greater part of the
law was enacied just as it was before they got
into power. When the Act was passed they
made a great ado about the section requiring
the counter signature of the provincial secre-
tary to all cheques. But what had really hap-
pened? This signature had been affixed by a
clerk in the department office, who used a
rub-ber stamp. Truly a great protection! This
turned out te be such a foolish provision that
it was rescinded at the next session of the
House. Was this any indication of wise and
prudent government?

“THE WONDERFUL HEALTH ACT.

Then there was this wonderful Health Act
of which the Government were so proud. In
some respect the Health Act was all right, and
he would be the last one to deny the need for
legislation along the lines of protecting the
health and well-being of the community. It
had been charged by Dr. Roberts that he
wanted to repeal the Health Act. This was
not true, the Health Act would not be re-
pealed, but it would be trimmed of the frills
and furbelows, which added nothing to its
usefulness and did add greatly to its cost to
the several municipalities.  Had this Health
Act really eccomplished anything, except to
make positions for a number of friends of the
Government, which had not been done under
the old Boards of Health at a much lower
cost? Every municipality in the province had
been called to assess anywhere from one to
three times as much for the carrying on the
work as under the old practice. He under-
stood Mr. Veniot had been saying some good
things about this legislation, but he would like
that gentleman to explain to him why this
wonderful organization had failed to prevent
the_outbreak of typhoid: in the Hon. Peter's

- owewn of Bathuret, and why, after the out-

"“Look and behold what we have -

FAIR

reeted With Tremendsus En-

bieak, it had taken it
to discover the cause.
of the efficiency which ' claimed for this
chiid of the Honorable Minister of Health,
ard, if it was, should it bE @iven as much credit
as its godfather claimed ¥o¥ i

¢ considerable time
this a fair sample

THE HON. JOHN'B. M. BAXTER.

After hLis selection as Leader of the
Opposition, at the meeting held recently
in St. John, the Hon. J. B. M. Baxter
issued the following statement of policy:

“The Opposition Party, of which |
have been selected as the leader, will go
irto this campaign resolved to re-create
itseif in accordance with the best tradi-
tions of its past history.

‘It will stand essentially for prudent
administration of the Province, avoiding
increase in the bonded debt for services
which can be met out of the annual
revenue;

“For mncrease of that revenue without
imposing undue burdens upon any section
of the people;

“For government on constitutional
lines Ly the people through their repre-
sentatives and for recognition of the right
of all the people to share in the adminis-
tration of the affairs of the Province
without any distinction baseéd upon race
or class or creed.”

JOHN B. M. BAXTER.
THE REAL TROUBLE.

The great trouble with the measure was
that the head of the department was more
concerned with gathering a lot of useless
statistics than he was in the real work of such
a department. When his Government came
into power the Health Act would be shorn
of some of these trimmings and more atten-
tion paid to the real functions of a department
of health.

Premicr Foster was saying a great deal
ahout his hydro-electric development policy
and had ennounced that three developments
would Le undertaken at once at different parts
of the province. He only claimed to have one
million dollars to spend on water power devel-
opment, and how was he, with that amount,
going to do this work, for any one of the three
mentioned would take over a million dollars
itselt before any current could be obtained.

He r1ecopmized as well as any person else
the nced for hydro-electric development in
this province, and he was well aware of the
fact that some water powers could be utilized
at a reasonable cost, but none of them should
be touched until the most careful investigation
had been rmade into their possibilities and what
the unit cost of the power would be after it
was developed. It would be of no practical
benefi: to the manufacturers of the province
to go ahead and develop water power if after
it was ready, i* would cost them more than
they had to pay for coal.

POLICY OF THE GOVERNMENT.

The policy of the Opposition in regard to
this importunt subject was to make the fullest
investigation into the subject, give the people

Of The Inefficiency Of Lib-
Debt And Deficit Steadily.

the facts as they existed, and here he reminded
them that up to the present the only persons
who knew what the report of the engineers on
the developments proposed by the Foster
Government was were the members of the ex-
ecutive. They had not taken the public into
their confidence in the matter. - If the
developments already promised by
themn were feasible at a reasonable
cost tor the unit of power delivered
and they really intended to proceed
with the work, why had they not
made public the report? His policy
would be to lay the cards on the table
and let the electors know just what
was going to be done and why it was
being undertaken.
The Government professed to be
a business man's government. A
vecord of their performances hardly
bore out that contention, as he intend-
cd tc show by their own records,
printed by themselves. Instead of a
proper business method of carrying on
the affairs of the province there had
been waste and extravagance in every
department. Was it goed business
to go on year after year spending
more than the income of the province
on ordinary expenditure and piling up
a huge mortgage for work which could
not by any stretch of imagination be
called permanent? He did not think
so, and he was inclined to think the
preat majority of the people of the
province would not think so. Yet this
was the very thing the Foster party
had beén doifig ever since they had
assumed the reins of power.

ROLLING UP A HUGE DEFICIT.

In the two and a half years for
which the accounts of the province
were available they had shown deficits
on ordinary expenditure of over

$300,000, and this in the face of greatly in-
creased revenues. They- had increased the
bonded debt in two years by three and three-
quarter millions of dollars, making the total
increase in the debt over four and a half
million. Yet in the face of such a record,
taken from their own accounts, they claimed
to ke a business administration. For this year
it was expected the showing would be even
worse and it was very generally suspected that
one of the reasons for the calling of the elec-
tion just now was to get rid of acknowledging
t'.e biggest deficit of their regime.

They claimed to have increased the teach-
ers’ salaries. Well, they had done so, but
how? By making the municipalities pay 1t.
As a Government they had actually paid out
alout $10,000 less to the teachers in 1919
than was paid by the old Government in 1916.
Was any credit due them to for that?

They Liad introduced two new things. They
had bought some seed wheat, which had to
be cleaned before it could be sold to the
farmers. Thi sresulted in an expense of about
$5,000. Mr. Tweeddale had also imported
some “scruby’’ sheep, of which, no doubt, he
was very proud, but the farmers who pur-
chased them from the department certainly
were noi satisfied.

FEAR THE FARMERS' WRATH.

They had, while in Opposition, made a
grea. deal o' talk, because during the war
period the Government of that time, had
failed to beold by-elections in constituencies
irom which Government supporters had re-
tired. But what did htey do. Shortly after elec-
tion of 1917, one of the Opposition support-
ers from the County of Carleton died, and the
Foster administration had never opened up
the constituency. Why did they do the thing
which they said was wrong for the old Gov-
ernment when they got in power?

Cne of the reasons why they did not open
Carleton was because they were afraid of
the farmers, and this was one of the reasons
why, the election was called on now, to head
oft the farmers. During the three and a half
years the Fuster Government had been in
power they had added three and three-quar-
ter million dollars to the bonded debt, and
had gone Lehind over $800,000 on current
account, making a total addition to the debt
of over $4,500,000.

GOT A GOLD BRICK.

The Premie:, through his Minister of Agri-
culture, was claiming all sorts of things for
h's agricultural policy, but the only thing for
which Mr. Tweeddale deserved credit was in
not destroying the good work done by his pre-
decessors in office.
taken aavthing on his own initiative he had
mude a lawentable failure of it, as witness
his irmaportation of ‘'scabby’ sheep. Then,
again, when hc started to give the farmers lime

instead of giving them, festilizer, he gave them

AND COOL

LL PROVINCE
'GOVERNMENT

Rally At Campbellton, After

- to the end of the session.

When he had under- .

a gold brick, and this was true of the Govern-
ment in gencral, :

The policy of the Opposition was to give
ihe country good govetnment and place all on
equality without reference to class, race or .
creed, and also they might depend on it that
this would be carried out when the party

came into power. .
SOME THINGS TO CHANGE.

Mr. Baxter said there were some things
which needed revising in connection with elec-
tivns. For instance, there was the list of
voters, of which not a single copy was avail-
akle for the use of the Opposition or the pub-
liz generally when the election was called in
St. John. | Lvery copy in existence had been
secured by the Government, which through
the facilities at their command they are able to
do  The present Government party called
itself the Liberal party, and this practice was
a part of the machinery which the so-called
Liberal paity employed in the hope of getting
ahead of their opponents. Such tactics, how-
ever, did noi pay in the long run. A free bal-
lot Jist should be provided so that every one
could obtain copies. It was one of the funda-
mental principles of constitutional government
that all parties should be equally represented,
and there chould be equal rights for all.

In the cowmse of the campaign the Govern-
ment’s 1ecord had been fully dealt with. First
of all, there was the Governiment's extrava-
ganc He might himself be thought a little
old-fashioned perhaps, but he had been
brought up ir a' somewhat narrow school.
Just the same, however, he felt that the teach-
ings of that school were not out of date by any
means. Nc¢ Government, any more than any
individual, could exceed their income. [t is all
right_to spend money as long as you had it, but
the man or Government who spends money
they haven't got must sooner or later find
themselves in trouble.

MUST SPEND MOMEY WISELY.

It is not a question of how much you can
spend, but how much can be spent wisely, and
it is quite coriect to borrow money to buy per-
nanent things, but for ordinary services the
ordindsy revenug should bear a much greater
portion ol the expense than was the case at
the present time, before the people weva
asked to burden themselves with additional
bonds.

The question must be considered how far
was. it possible to increase the public revenue
without unduly pressing upon the people?
There were many cases in which the revenue
might have Leen increased, but the Govern-
ment was sv scared of offending some of its
triends that they had preferred to let the rev-
enue go and issue bonds to provide the neces-
sary funds. Moreover the money that they
had expended had not been spent with a reas-
onable regard to economy. Money had been
easily obtained and it had been thrown about
in all quarters and nothing substantial or last-
ing had been obtained in return.

Another thing with regard to the present
Government was that it was top-heavy. There
were too many members and several of the
departments might possibly be amalgamated.
I¢ the present Opposition should be returned to
power that would be their policy ‘and he
thought it was a policy which would be ap-
proved of by the electors.

WILL NEVER GAIN EXPERIENCE.

In the time of the late Government it was
urged that time should be given to properly
copsider measures brought down to the
House, and when the present Government
came into power it was widely heralded that
they were going to have a business man's ad:
ministration. In the first year the Opposition
had not unduly criticised because they recog-
nized that the Government members were new
to their jobs, as well as inexperienced. But
that was not the case in the last session of the
House. by which time they should have gained
experience encugh to learn to conduct their
business properly. In the last ‘session the
greater number of the important measures that
vere brought down were brought down at the
eleventh hour and fifty-ninth minute previous
Bill after bill was
brought in and hurried through without any
attempt at proper consideration or intelligent
discassion. There was no time, and among
these bills was the famous water power bill.
So outrageous did the practice become that he
had stated from his place that they had better
pass these bills as they stood without reading
them. And yet they call themselves a busi-
ness governmr ent.

Mr. Baxter was given a tremendous ova-
tion when he ended his speech. Cheer after
cheer was the reward of a magnificent review
of the political situation.

It seemed that the great audience would
hardly allow Mr. Baxter to end his speech
and would demand that he continue. Every-
where in the crowd electors were heard to de-
clare that never before had the provincial
issues been so clearly outlined in their district
and that there would be few votes cast for the
Government candidates on Saturday.

t is 1egarded here as clinching the seats for
the opponents of the Foster-Veniot power and
adding anothe: to the long list of defeats await-
ing that party in the appeal to the electors of
the province.

Friends of the Government are not talking
tonight; indeed after the speeches by Mr.
Baxter and the candidates tonight the Freder.’
icton crowd has few it can rely upon here
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