
BERLIN’S MOVE REOPENSRussians Have Scored Notable Strategical Victory—Opens Reads for Them to fight Way Towards Army Operating Against 
Persians and Turks and Towards British Troops at Kut-ELAmara—Stormy Weather on Western front Prevents 
Violent fighting Which Marked Last few Days—British and Germans Still at Grips Around Ypres.
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ASIA MINOR 

NOW OPEN
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TURKEY’S CHIEF 
CITY IN ARMENIA 

TAKEN BY RUSSIANS
Lusitania Agreement Presented Yesterday fay Bernstorff Can

not be Finally Accepted Until U. S. Knows Whether ft 
' Will Conflict with New Policy of Sinking all Armed Mer

chantmen. t"----------------------------- ----------------

*

.
New Yorfc, Feb. 16—A news agency despatch from Paris 

today says:
“Three Teutonic submarines have been sunk in the Ad

riatic Sea by French crufsers, according to the Echo" De 
Paris.”

BELGIUM TO 
HE VOICE IN

ere have Informed the Belgian gov 
ernment that hostilities against the 
Teutons end their allies "will not be 
permitted to end without Belgium hav
ing re-estalblished it» political and eco
nomical independence. They added 
that the Belgian government also 
would be called upon to take part in 
the peace negotiations.

The question of submarine warfare 
still remains an open one by reason 
of Germany's announcement of the In
tention to treat as warships all arm
ed merchantmen after Feb. 29. Secre
tary of State Lansing Is making a 
careful study of Germany’s latest re
ply with reference to the Lusitania 
question, to ascertain If there is ,any» 
thing in the German memorandum 
concerning armed merchantmen which 
conflicts with the assurances given by 
Germany In the Lusitania negotiations 
regarding the sinking of liners and the 
safety of their passengers.

CRZCRJJM IN HANDS 
Of RUSSIAN ARMY

Washington, Feb. 16—Secretary 
Lansing said today that the German 
governments announced intention of 
sinking armed merchantmen without 
warning after Feb. 29 has re-opened 
the entire question of submarine war
fare.

The Lusitania agreement presented 
by Count Von Bernstorff today cannot 
be finally accepted) until the United 
States determines whether anything 
In it conflicts- with the new policy of 
sinking armed merchant ships.

As now drawn and formally signed 
by the German ambassador, the agree
ment is In reply to the laqt American 
note. It begins with reference to the 
formal assurances given by Germany 
last September that submarines would 
not sink unresisting liners without 
warning and regard for the safety of 
life aboard, and that the instructions 
to submarine commanders were so 
definite as to allow no misunderstand
ing. It then states that the submarine 
warfare around the British Isles was 
a reprisal for what is characterized, as 
the “inhumane blockade” of Great 
Britain to staVve the Central Powers, 
and then promises indemnity for Am
ericans lost on the Lusitania, and ex
presses "profound regret" for tiheir 
deaths. ~ %

It goes on to say that the German 
government recognizing liability for 
their loss, makes proposals contained 
in the draft submitted today, andi then 
goes on to deal with the question of 
reprisals against others than enemy 
subjects. The change which the Ber
lin Foreign Office has made in the 
wording of the latter proposal has not 
beeni publicly disclosed, but from the 
air of optimism which prevailed today 
there was a general impression that 
the chances of its delaying the nego
tiations were slight.

Count Von Bernstorff told Secretary 
Lansing it was his personal opinion 
that in carrying out the new subma
rine campaign) it was not the inten
tion of the German government to 
sink “liners."

Mr. lansing is understood to have 
informed him that such a statement 
from the German government would 
be desirable.

In his conference with Secretary 
lAnslmg today the German ambassador 
discussed the advisability of a post
ponement of the effective date of the 
new submarine orders to give oppor
tunity for negotiations.

Petrograd, Feb. 16, via London, Feb. 
17—The fall of Brzerum, which had 
been confidently awaited since the 
news of the taking by the Russians 
of nine of the eighteen forts guarding 
the gateway to Asia Minor, to the 
cause of great elation In Petrograd.

Controlling the roads through. Ar
menia, with access to Trebizooti, Tab
riz, and Mesopotamia, the capture «of 
Brzerum to calculated to have im
mense strategic Importance In (he 
Russian campaign in the Caucasus, 
and It will indirectly affect the Balkan 
campaign by relieving the pressure on 
the Allies at Salonlki.

The conviction entertained by all 
Russian military observers that Erie- 
rum would ultimately be forced to 
capitulate was based on the fact that 
the remaining nine forts were of con
siderably less Importance tlian those 
already In Russian hands and could be 
readily flanked, or even ignored, in 
forcing the evacuation of the Turkish 
stronghold.

Petrograd, via London, Feb. 16.— 
Official announcement to made that' 
the Russians have captured Erzer- 
um. Grand Duke Nicholas has tele
graphed the Emperor as follows:

"God has granted the brave 
troops of the army of the Caucasus 
such great help that Brzerum has 
been taken, after five days’ unpre
cedented assault I am Inexpres
sibly happy to announce this vic
tory to Your tipper!*! Majesty."

FINAL STRUGGLE FOR ALBANIA.
London, Feb. 16.—The final struggle for the mastery of 

Albania has begun, according to a despatch received In Lon
don. The Austrians and Bulgarians have succeeded in form
ing a juncture, and their combined armies are now in contact 
with Essad Pasha’s army of Albanians, Montenegrins Ymd 
Serbians, which is defending Durazzo.

AIR RAID ON STRUMITSA.
London, Feb. 16.—Thirteen French 'aeroplanes carried 

out a raid on the town and camps of Strumrtsa, Bulgaria, yes
terday, according to a Reuter despatch from Salonlki today. 
The machines dropped 158 bombs, causing several fires, it is 
added.

Allies Renew Pledge Not to End 

War Until King Albert's 
Country is Indemnified and 

Independence Re-establish-

Erzerum, Turkey’s chief city In Ar
menia, Is in the hands of the Russians. 
Heavy assaults by 

# against the long line of detached forts 
protecting the city, lasting over a 
period of [five days, and described by 
Grand Duke Nicholas, the Russian 
commander-in-chief as “unprecedent
ed," have resulted in the capture of 
the fortress. •
__ Unofficial reports early lijf the pre- 
m3}i( month said German Field Marshal 
Von Der Goltz, with 80,000 men, was 
besieged in the city, with provisions 
for only a fortnight.

The capture of Erzerum is consider- 
ed of great strategic importance. From 
It radiate roads leading in all direc
tions. Over those to the southeast 
and smith It will be possible for the 
Russians now to fight their way to
ward their compatriots operating 
against the Persians and Turks in 
Northwest and West Persia, or pro
ceed south toward Bagdad, to the re
lief of the British bqltled up in Kut- 
el-Am&ra, on the Tigris, southeast of

The Immediate effect of the Russian 
victory on the situation In Persia and 
Mesopotamia is problematical, how
ever, for despite the roads, the coun
try is mountainous and there is still 
much ground to be covered—some
thing over 200 miles before the Lake 
Urumlah district of Persia Is reach
ed, and over 600 miles before a Junc
tion with the British at Kut-el-Amara 
could be formed.

8tormy on Western Front.
With the advent of stormy weather < 

onAhe western battle line, the heavy 
timting of the past few days seeming- 
lynas simmered again to artillery 
bombardments and mining operations. 
Berlin reports, however, the British 

~ and French have endeavored to re
capture trench positions taken from 
them by the Germans, respectively 
southeast of Ypres and in Champagne 
near Tahure, but that the attacks fall- 

X ed. Paris asserts, on the contrary, 
that near Tahure the French have re
taken portions of their former 
trenches.

the Russians
German Aeroplane Brought Down on 

Rueelan Front ed.

Petrograd, Feb. 16, via London, Feb. 
17.—The following official statement 
was issued today:

“In the Riga section the fire of our 
heavy howltzera compelled the descent 

i German alrahtp northeast of Repo. 
The enemy’s heavy artillery violently 
bombarded the Uurkull bridgehead for 
half an hour.

“On the Dvinek sector j>ur fire caus
ed two explosions in an enemy hqavf 
battery. In the IUoukst region we re
pulsed two Gerpaan attacks on Gar- 
bounovka, and In the district north 
thereof.

"In the region of the Upper Ikvn 
our artillery put down enemy attempts 
to bomb our trenches with trench 
mortars.

'.‘On tiie fourteenth, one of our air
ships attacked the town and station 
of Podaatce, dropping seven bombs 
weighing about forty pounds each, and 
in addition smaller bombs on the town

The taking of the first fort Is be
lieved to have destroyed the plan of 
defense, since the impregnability of 
Erzerum rested on the assumption of 
the German engineers who construct 
ed! the fortifications that the position 
was safe against assault from the 
soutfi.

In spite of the Intense cold and 
deep snow, the Russian troops took 
Hop mountain by storm, and dealt the 
Turks the first staggering ‘blow. Hav
ing driven them from this position, 
the Russian artillery broke through 
and flanked the other positions, which 
went like a house of cards, the result 
of the Russian onslaught exceeding all 
expectations.

The Caucasian campaign derived 
great benefit from the Russian domin
ation of the Black Sea, which enabled 
the army tq receive a plentiful supply 
of provisions and munitions. The 
number of men garrisoning the Turk-

*** cent re trea t Mobile, Ala., Feb. 16.—Eleven Ger-1 today by Captain F. E. Magune, of 
of the Turkish army was estimated L. _
at 80,000. These numbers are bellev-1 man steamers laid up In the Osnary the American schooner Edgar W.

1 Murdock, who says he delivered

Havre, Feb. 16.—The Allied powers 
signatory to the treaty guaranteeing 
the . independence and neutrality ot 
Belgium have decided not to end hos
tilities until the political and econo
mic independence of Belgium is re
established and the nation is indemni
fied for the damages suffered.

This decision was communicated te 
the Belgium Foreign Office on Monday 
by the ministers representing the En
tente Allies.

The Russian minister acted a» 
spokesman, addressing the Belgian 
minister for foreign affairs, as follows:

“The allied powers signatory to the 
treaties guaranteeing the independence 
an<j neutrality of Belgium have decid
ed to renew today by solemn act the 
agreements made regarding your coun* 
try, which has been heroically faithful 
to its international obligations. Conse
quently we, the ministers of France* 
Great Britain and Russia, duly author
ized by our governments, have the hon
or to make the following declare

“The Allied and guaranteeing power* 
declare that when the moment comes 
the Belgian government will be called 
upon to take part in peace negotia
tions, and they will not put an ehd t# 
hostilities without Belgium having 
re-established its political and econo* 
mic Independence."

The Belgian Foreign Minister, Bar 
on Beyens, replied:

"The government of the King is pro
foundly grateful to the governments 
of t,he three powers guaranteeing the 
independence of Belgium, of which 
you are representatives, for their 
generous initiative In making known 
today this declaration. I thank you 
heartily in its behalf."

“The Italian minister told Baron 
Beyens that although Italy was not 
among the powers which guaranteed 
the Independence and neutrality ef 
Belgium he had no objection to the 
foregoing declaration. A similar an
nouncement was made on behalf ofl 
the Japanese government.

The despatch states that the machines, although sub
jected to a severe bombardment, returned to their base un
touched.

FLEET OF GERMAN SHIPS 
PREPARING TO MAKE RAID 

ON ATLANTIC COMMERCE?

z

Enemy aeroplanes were encountered
by the airship, but avoided a fight and
fl'ed.

“An enemy attempt to attack one 
of our entrenchments at Ubeieezko 
was repulsed.

“North of Rojan the enemy explod
ed a mine, but the crater remained 
in our hands after a hand grenade ne

ed to have been considerably aug
mented by the falling back of the 
Turks upon this position.

It was before Erzerum that the 
Russians suffered defeat In the Russo- 
Turkish war.

Erzerum is the first Instance of a 
strong fqrtresa being taken by a whirl
wind assault.

Island ports have been secretly armed 
for commerce raiding and are prepar
ing to make a dash for the open sea, 
according to a statement made here

2,100 tons of coal to German agents 
in Tenerlffe and saw it loaded into 
the bunkers of the Interned German 
vessels. The Murdock to In port here.

“Caucasus front: In the Black Sea 
littoral our troope dislodged the 
Turks from a Series of mountainous 
positions, and threw the enemy across 
the river Vltaesu.

“As announced yesterday our troops 
captured nine forts of the Deve 
Boyun position, which covers the fort
ress of Erzerum, and took about 
seventy guns, in addition to munitions 
and prisoners. The general staff re
grets that R to compelled to abstain 
from mentioning the name of the 
glorious regiments which dislodged 
the Turks at the point of the bayonet.*

This success Is now being develop
ed, notwithstanding the enontooua 
cold and local obstacles. The Turks 
are hurrying up troops from the west 
end south for the relief of Erzerum. 
The southern part of Erzerum is In 
flames.

“In the 
continues successfully."

The reference in the above despatch 
to the operations at Brzerum evident
ly ante-dates the announcement of 
Grand Duke Nicholas that ,Erzerum 
has been captured by the Russians.

treason, or disloyalty will not be tol
erated."

The case of Cappert is under consid
eration by the government. He can
not be deported as he has been three 
years in the country. Meanwhile it 
Is stated that the Justice department 
will send Gen. Sir William Otter to 
Berlin to take charge of the situation 
there until quiet has been restored.

Gen. Otter to-in charge of the In
ternment camps for alien enemies , . ., . . „„ . . . 
throughout the Dominion. loet hl« head “ ^ ,bee“

„ Y”, Y~__ . . „ by Mr. Glass, and- said that if any
RnnlAvP«f Rtmmmkt that th/ irnvpm valuable minutes were lost he claimed

de=zfto £3: r.-rr6.™ wJLTz
of all the Germans and Austrians In , . . .. th_
the clrll service. deBk read,ug ,roo™' not the

. . t» ,, . x v first, as a couple of witnesses have
With regard to Dr. Haanel. deputy The rea60n, the Are got away

minister of mines, he said that he was 
a naturalized American and that he 
had come to Canada at the invitation 
of Victoria University. He entered 
the government service in 1901. Sir 
Robert said he was an efficient offi
cial and a law-abiding 
did not consider that it was in the 
public interest or in the Interest of 
justice to remove him from his posi
tion.

WARNING TO 
ALIEN ENEMIESBRITAIN TAKES 

ONE THIRD OF
0. S. EXPORTS

v \

\
i

Treasonable . Utterances, will 

Get them Into Trouble- 

Status of Austrian and Ger

mans m Civil Service will be 

Investigated,

Khopjl from him when he applied the extin
guisher, he explained, was because 
the fire was coming out on both sides 
of the double desk, and he couldi only 
fight it from one side. As he did this, 
the fire spread from the other side to 
the adajeent desks and wails. He dif
fered from Chief Graham, who gave 
the opinion -that the fire broke out in 
several paper files where chemicals 
hadi been set. Constable Moore eald 
the fire did not break out in several 
places, but simply spread rapidly.

Constable Knox also expressed the

region our offensive Using Three Times as Many 

American Products as Any 

. Foreign Country, U. S. Dept, 

of Commerce Figures Show,

FLOODS INThe British and Germans are still 
I at deadly grips for possession of the 
trenches captured from the formez^ 

; eoutheast of Ypres, artillery and hand 
- grenades being employed In the fight

ing. London reports that in the at
tack in which the British lost 600 

.yards of a front line trench the Ger
mans attacked over a front of 4,000 
yards, but were everywhere repulsed 
wdtii considerable losses, except at the 
point the trench was captured.

On the Russian front a driving 
knows! orm along the entire line has 
almost stopped operations. The usual 
bombardments,t Interspersed with in
fantry attacks, continue on the Austro* 
Italian front.
Austrians and Bulgare Unite in At*

citizen and he HOLLANDHeavy Fighting With Hand Grenades.
London, Feb. 16.—The British offic

ial statement on the campaign in Flan- 
der s,, issued tonight, reads as foBows:

“An artillery bombardment by both 
sides and heavy fighting with hand 
grenades have taken place to the peat 
twenty-four hours between, the Y-pres- 
Confines Canal and the YIprceComtoes 
railway. The fighting continues.

“With the Exception of the above, 
the day passed quietly along the whole 

ritlsh front."
"The capture of 600 yards of our 

front Une trenches, reported yester
day, wae preceded by a heavy bom
bardment, and the explosion of five 
mines which rendered our trout trench 
untenable. The attack», which ex
tended over 4,000 yards of itfbe finoot,

Special to The Standard.
Ottawa, Feb. 16.—The government 

Issued a warning today to German 
clt$ens of Canada that treasonable ut
terances and acts of violence would 
result In vigorous action.

Gen. Sir Sam Hughes made a state
ment regarding the raiding of a Ger
man hall in Berlin, Ontario, last night 
by soldiers, the destruction of German 
flags displayed there, and the abduc
tion of a bust of the Kaiser. He said 
the people In the locality had been “ex
asperated by the language and action 
of a Lutheran clergyman—an Ameri
can citizen named Cappert—and a 
German-born Canadian subject named 
Aamusson who, whether with good or 
bad intent, have been semi-apologists 
for German atrocities and Kalserlsm."

“Allen enemies." said Gen. Hughes, 
"have been treated by the government 
in the most tolerant and lenient man 
ner, but utterances and conduct that 
even indirectly encourage sedition,

Washington, Felb. 16.—Greet Britain 
to using now three times as much. Am
erican products of any foreign coun
tries and le aibeortring more titan one- 
third of all American exports. Export 
trade figures mad» public today by the 
Department of Commerce show that 
British, purchases of all Mode In the

CIITIIDICT EVIDENCE Amsterdam, via London, Feb. 16, 
opinion that the fire, while It spread 11.28 p. m.—The storm which Is now 
rapidly, did not break out In more taging over Holland is causing great 
than one place, but that it spread in anxiety of further floods and disaa- 
a natural manner. The only explosion ters. Day and night hundreds of labor- 
he heard was, he thought, in the liquor ers are working feverishly to prevent 
store room, and was no louder thin fresh ruptures of the dykes. The force 
that caused! by the breaking of an of the storm is such that all kinds of 
electric light globe. strengthening material are speedily

All trie witnesses who were exam- washed away by the giant waves
ined were asked regarding explosions, breaking across the dykes.
None heard them, with the exception Should the storm continue it is fear- 
of two members of the fire depart- ed that two-thirds of the town of Mon- 
ment, who were called at the request nlkendam, In the province of North 
of Chief Graham. The chief was also Holland, a few miles frogi Amsterdam, 
authorized to get a statement from will be flooded. In several other 
Major Stethem, now in Halifax, who towns the waters have trashed through 
was with the chief for some time dur- the sluices and have reached many 
lng the fire* and who the chief says, houses, the occupants of which have 
described one of the explosions as be- been obliged to evacuate them, 
lng like the bursting of a shell. Telegraphic and telephonic com-

The Inquiry was adjourned to Tues- munication throughout Holland to at, 
day morning. a standstill.

WITNESSES IN FIRE PROBEUnited! states last year amounted to
61,191,000,000. France holds secondB
place among America’s customers.
with purchases last year of about hail 
a trillion; Canada to third wtth 6344.- 
000,000, arid Italy fourth with a quar
ter of a trillion.

Great 'Britain’s 1916 purchases were 
double In value those of 1914; 
France’s tripled, and so did Italy’s, 
and those of Greece. Exports to Euro
pean neutrals Increased anywhere

In Albania, the Austrians and Bui- Ottawa, Feb. 16, via leased wire— 
Evidence directly contradicting that 
given by Mr. Frank Glass, M. P. for 
East Middlesex, and also the opinions 
expressed by Fire Chief Graham, was 
given by dominion policemen in the 
parliament building fire investigation 
which was resumed this afternoon.

Constables Moore and Knox, who 
had previously been heard. came back 
to elaborate their prevloul testimony. 
Constable Moore denied that he had

garlans are said to^have formed a 
Option, and are battling for the cap- 
fwv of the Important seaport of Duraz- 
ao, which to being defended by Eased 
Pasha’s forces, consisting of Alban
ians, Serbians and Montenegrins.

Stmmltsa, Bulgaria, has been raid
ed by thirteen French aeroplanes, 
which dropped 168 bomlbe ang return 
ed to their base unscathed. Severs! 
fires were started by the bombs.

The ministers of the Entente Pow» Trench.' ’’

were repulsed everywhere else with
considerable lose to the enemy.

"The trench captured by the 
has frequently dunged hands during 
the last year. For this reason It has except to the rase of Sweden, which 
been called the ‘International bought 189,000,000 worth or three times

as much as the year before.

from twenty to eeventy-flve per cent.
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t LAST FORT BA TTERED DOWN RUSSIAN 
TROOPS HA VÉ OCCUPIED ERZERUM
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THE WEATHER
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light loci answfnlla. hut mostly 
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