“bad its heroes. Mighty men who had brought adim;:;

" of his disciples, whom Jesus loved.”

John 13:23. "Novt&-‘vn huniuon]mm

- Loug before the first history was wri the b

tfndlywlnn some dire calamity threatenied.

 must not be forgotten, so all through the ages fathers have

given to their sons the stories of the noble lives  of their
ideal mea. So we have the mythologies of-Greece, and the
_peculiar stories of early Rome, and heathen pations in re-
counting the gloties of their ancestry carmry you back

S throug thousands of years, to that era, when their race is-

sued. from some fountain of divinity, Now John the apostle

"is not one of these purely traditionary characters, be is one

_ of the beroes of the New Testament days, and we have

written records giving us some of the facts of that nob
life; but eviaently some of the -early Christians though

, that John was too great & man to have so little passed on

to future peoples, and to the written testimony they have
added an immense amount of traditionary material. Tt
may not be worth much to us, but it is interestiog; for is
pot John the favorite New T h h ?
Tradition tells us thag, in the maturity of his power, John
went to Rome. Npw how he aroused the Emperor's antag-
onism it does pot say,but fells us that be was thrown into a
caldron of boiling oil, and as the early Istaelites walked
through the fire unscathed, so John comes forth from his
awful trial Gnivjured.  Tradition tells us that John 'had
mad# aconvert in Ephesus whom he he loved with utmost
fervency, a young man The young man failed to keep his

¢ vows and io despair van away to the forests and joined

»

. stories.

himself to a notorious band of cutthroats and robbers. This
was a little thing to the great love of John, and away he
went to the forest to bring him back. Nought he cares for
the dangers of the way or the ferocity of the robber band,
aod as the shepherd seeking the' lost sheep dares all to
rescue it, so John here defied déath, not in vain. Loves'
rescue | Tradition tells us that when he was a very old
man, they often found him playing with a tame partridge,
and wondering that h», an apestle, should so waste his
time, they asked him of it. He re_lied that a bow could not
always be kept bent without injury. And then cruel trad-

ition will not even let poor old Jobn die when his time had
come, for it insists thatJesus had said that J ‘hn should not
die, and potwithstanding the fact that John himself in the
last chapter of bis gospel explains Christ's words other-
wise, the men of those early days insisted that the dead
John was merely asleep. It was confidently s ffirmed by in

telligent men that the ground where he lay - rose and fell
with his breathing and that the dust was moved by his
breath. You know how much credence to give these
There are otliers, but enough; and alter looking at

* four of them jt is a relief to be abls to come back r ym this

loose footing to the solid ground of fact:
WHAT DO WE KNOW OF THE APOSTLE Joun ?

i. We know something of the family from which John
came. His fathers’ name was Zebedse, his brother's pame
James. They lived in Galilee close by the lake, and rowing
in the early morning, defying the elements bad given them
strength of body that served John exceedingly well in s
arduous work that was to be his unto the end of the first
century. Fishermen, probably not very roor, for their ser-
vants accompanied them on their expeditions. Probably
not exceedingly obscare, for John was known fo the ‘high
priest and used that acquaintance to secure an entrance for
Peter and himsel} at the trial of Jesus. There are those
that say that this john was a blood relation of Christ, It
caanot be substantiated. Jojin's mother was alive at the
time of Christ’s ministry; bd the fact that these minor
things are being mentioned will suggest t6 you that we
are not very fully informed as to the early home of the
apostle Jobn. How we would 1ike to know more!  Then
we might be able to take that strong character at its high-
est and determine hows much of that nobility was due to
he-edity and environwent and how much was the direct
result of enobling work of Jesus Christ. O Iobin you are
got a little maun, you stand not among the pigmies,. but
among the giants of history, and by your life ygy have

written your name on many million hearts, we wotld like
to pualyse the power that lifted yowrup, the cau-e of o un.
iversal an esteem. How much of i! was due to your parent-
age and home ? For they be few to day who do pot see
that the aatural man is to a large measure the product of
his parentage andearly surroundings; and even the regen.
ernied man pever wholly recovers from the defegts of either,
Havelock Eilis in a recent article ou, “the mental differ-
woces of men snd women reminglZof the fast that we in-
bevit ability, and pernicious teigiincies from both  parents
equally. Sometimes we forget this and wonder why a son
is not more like a father or & daughter more like a mother,
Listen, “Men and women on the average ioherit equally
from both of their panents,” ™ That is, that the son .&; just
as macl of his disposition sind chlracter from the mother as
he does the father. That does pot srem to mean much

in one generation, but when you look at the youth of o

_day and realize that bis satuie is the product of three hun-
dred marriages, then the question of hevedity becomes stup-
Godof Iseael forbade the

memﬂmmmm Rome
then they saw fraits of character that seemed like neither
of her parents. For was she not the deughter of the many
kings and queens?. Did not the blood of William the Con-*
queror, MCmdeLh-nd.lohM%thn’

and Henry VII, flow in her veins ? Yu.udoﬂlnw.

and French; and German princesses  that - they married.
What a combination she was! And what a ruler she was
" to spoil the pride of Spain | And when we tum to the
Apostle John and énquire as to his family we do not know
that much of him. No, we do not know the name of Zeb-
edees’ father, not even the name of his wife, We see John
the product, we know not who cams before, Jesus knew.
He koew his man. Hebutnui&dhbpwpm He took
him and wotked his work upon him and the world had the
gteat apostle John. And how much of his greatness is due
to his ancestry and how much to the handof Christ we
caonot say. But that the man ‘was worthy we do not

doubt.

1.  We know how Joha was catied. How" graphically
Luke describes it] - Fhe people thronged Jesus so that he
thought it best to secure a_rostrum “with & strip of sea
between him and the multitude. He stood.in the bow of
Sidons’ boat and gave the people the greatest message ever
delivered to humanity. Tn return for the use of that bost
we hear him say, "“Launch out and let down your nets,”
they obey and have more fish than they and their partners
could handle. Pgtpr got down on his knees; ““Depart from
me;” but the great voice said “Fear nor from benceforth
thou shalt catch men.” Now we have it, “When they had®
brought their ships to shore they forsook all and followed

years did write in his epistle, I we say we bave no
sin we 'deceive -ourselves.” What a° pity! Why
could he riot have been flawless? For the same reason
that you are not flawless. You are dust. The ancient
Greeks did fit rude vessels out and go to seek the “Golden
fleece.” They sought it long and geined

The ancient scientist did seek the stone that “tam
all to gold nndin ihuuwhdwnudﬁaymm
but not that stope. Champlain came out from : France ‘to
find the shores of India. He came to that great gul{ upon
our Nodh,mdwhemtudthwghhedad not find the
1and he sought, he found another land that in the course of
years means something to the world. Discovered Canada.
Are there any today that seek the perfect man in life, in
history ? - They'll get expevience ~ They'll find good  men.
But it isan i man or an i t iden 4indeed
today that sees their choice withouta flaw, No we are too
old for that. All we demand, all we expect is that ‘they
shall have virtues enough to bury the flaws. No John was
not flawless. But how often do we think of his kes ?
His virtues rise so high that the defects arein
llmcmnotbepnfect,m wenotbys life of mia,lin

him. That“they” means Peter and ‘Andrew, James and,
John, That was John's call to digcipleship. He left the
fish on the shore, just a5 they were, all tangled in the
meshes of the net and went after Jesus because he had ‘a
clear proof of his Messiahship. This was 1ot the first time
that Jobn had seen him. He had stood with Andrew on
the banks of deon as John the Baptist bad cried “Behold
the Lamb of God ' and they had Irllowed after Jesus tiil
he had told thefn where he dwelt, and they abode with him
that day. Perhaps John was with him at Cane, and pro-
bably near him, now and then, during that year that Jesus
toiled near Jerusalem. He had been attracted by Him, but
had never yielded to him, John was not a quiet, cool, cal-
culating man but he was not so rash as to throw away his
liviihood to follow a nsw prophet till he was sure of his
worth.  Yes he had beeo attached, and drawn, and pow
after the miracle of the fish John says to ‘ himself,” now I
have enough to convince me and be dropped all and ‘went
after him from Tiberius to Cdnrylnd‘tn PAM and the
Eternal City.

In this great world of ours there are many that walk
with the Christ, but bow many there are that-! been
attracted by him that have not left the world tofollow him.
Why do they wait? Do the men of our day need proof of
his Divinity 7 Then turn to {he word, to the world, to the
lives of the mavy, and find it. 'Why do they wait ? Would
to God we could diagnose the cause that we might find a
remedy, When Hanaibal badwwept over the Alps and
brought terror down into Italy, the Roman army  thirsted
for the fight. They bastened out to meet the foe and died
in sore defeat. The African swept down past Rome to stop
the supplies of that city; and a great Roman general, Max-
imus said “Do not hurry O my countrymen’ let them ex-
haust themselves in delay.” - But ‘the haughty Romans
could pet sleep with the men of Chartage on their ‘soil; so
out they went to do, and sgain to die in sore defeat. At
length they saw that Maxithus wdgl:t. The foreigners
from sunny Africa could fight. Yes, undcr Hanmibal they

d invineible, but far d ftom home and all sup-
phes, they could not wait; and ‘whert Rome left them alone
to wait, they got oulhiplllllm MMMWM
dark contibent. = A\ that hour, Maximus,
delay, was the heroe of Rome.
it pays to wait. wmmmmm are about o
take i.ammnmupm 1ilt you are sure.
But when before you stands the great strong Son of God
bidding you follow in his steps, shall we then. adopt the
Maxian policy 1 irow not; we bave looked not upon a
dralt of fishes, but we have seen and are seeing
today a-qu;:nﬁ-qd-n He isthe Christ] He is

“inall b
-of Calvary is our assurauce that God will not remember

. Heglvesusa

Yes, there a ﬂn-whn

: dphumryo(baum‘it.uhdwhyh alwa

ty, cause men to forget the flaws ? The cross

them, ;

IV, We know so g of Joha's bequests to a world.
What did he leave behind 7 At the begisning of his - min-

istry be said, “silver and gold have [ none.” He could have
said it as truely on his deathbed. He left mo millions, he
fouaded no universities; not even an orphanage; but where

is the philanthropist that is to rank with John. His seven
churches in Asia are gone. Swept away in the Mobammed-
an hurricane, in the seventh century: Yes gove, but not
till they had passed on their message to the four winds of
heaven., Yes gons, but the members are in glory with their
first teacher; We are not surs that Jobn . ever stepped on
the coatinest of Europe, if he did not, it matters littls, his
gospel bas. It has come to Europe and Asia sad Alrica and
Australia and America to stay. The other gospels give the
words and deeds of the Master, His gospel lays bare the
Saviours' heart. And in the centuries it is heart that
counts. [t'is the best beloved portion of the werd of Geod.
And his three epistles are simply love songs. Byron and
Shakespeare have given us love songs of a certain type, the
lower type. And whenas man @ fired by aflection
Jor his country be gives us love songs ‘of @ Nigher
type. The Southerners are erecting & monument to the mas
who wrote Dixie. Sbould not the French remember him who
wrote the Mereillaise? But when & man is inspired by his
love for Jesus Christ, then take up the song teverently und

sing it on your knees, for it is the highest of the high. Aad
then what an artist (by the grace of Gody John was? I
Jesus had wanted us to understand the details of heaves he
would have given them to us, And this is where the great-

.mess of that picture in John's Revelation comes in, After
he has given us the last stroke, we do not know more of
ﬁ\uhupemsmmloaﬁmolﬂnmthuwdﬁ be-
fore.  From that p we grasp thing of God's holi-
mmdolm.dmtionpm}ﬁmbyﬂnmmlthmg
We see happiness at its bx(hutndul&mg at the deepést,
derful ialistic terms
mddterhahumdedwehwenﬁmm faith in both the

: glarydﬂemnandmdnha-oi the pit. But yet in

n&utuulmlmyeo&nhahnngipmu a -ntlo,
idea that will not fit/in Wih the most spiritualized ;

written, “The Father's house.” meant more tous, thou‘h we
cannot the better describe it either outside or in, :
They tell us that when Jobn was too old to walkto
church, they carried hin there on a litter. Then he grew -
too weak to speak at length, and always gave - the
bnefm“utthchildmlonmm His dis-

Same He replied, ¢ These are the words of ‘the
master, if we diiﬁatonlyxtmldwﬁas"




