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“F vow ™ aﬂmw.&uemw
fore’ the parlor kirror, putting the last touch od
his well-oiled leir, «if ¥ let this night pass’ wich-
out findiny dut just How ¥ stand with Melindw
Martin, thoft T'amy o cow. The critter's always
adted so pesky skittish, that there’s Been do get-
tilg drcunid’ Ker. ¥ like Mer, dud she iows'it,
and ¥ ant inclined to think olie likes mi¢; But she
 likes €0/ Heive tiore thart cile stritig/ (o ek Bow, aud
¥ aist’¢ uve Bat she'd tip Mo sy diiute if she
could male o Beétter bargain, Maybe P'mi doing
her dd injustice, did ¥ Wope T édi; Bat she eety
| mething “tarrally likeé o redt ol ¥
doti"¢ kavw what to/ iake of her. to-night,”
e sdded, deting dn imvmensely Nigh' did dn -
dieialy wide beinktaied het ugon hid diinting Kewd,
 tocnight mmmm—mawmm-
bicod, i ¥ get sy Boots full of waiter.
k-wuwme, sid ¥ might do Worse nidet dny
wherd e,

Do tell if it's dontle o chelt éxcluisied old
Mre. ,; Who' had éritered the roos art-
doticed By Bev don, inl Givie to Neut' hiv Juwt seni- |
 tenbsd— welll Fvé all dlong had & dotion dhet youl
| W' diiin” it (R éve direetion.”

' Iumm&uumﬁmhuu
Kles, and lookeéd very sheéepish. He worked very
Busily, o0, for & few seconds, Witk Brosbing dn
imaginary quantity of dust from & place beétwéen
the shoulders of his dout, which Bé could’de résch
mne..idmnmg

“ Thérd dint” dethin’ to be sshamed on, .\'n,

tinaed the log old lady, app

greatly plessed at making the discovery she had,

< dnd you spdkeé gospel truth when you daid you

| ight do wovee dleewhere, Melindd's & very nice

“Well,” ssid Joe, gaining some courage from
his mother's mavner, « I'si glad you think o, for
I'm bound fo sske her my wife, if —"
«1f what? seked the old lady.
“ Welly if éverything's agin it
« You must do yout duty, Joe, end Melinde's
| yourn, Remember the farm.”
| #1¢ is o fine farm, no mistake ! gaid the young
s édrnestly,
 No better farm of itd sizé in the whole coun-
iy than the widder Martin'd I suid Mrs. Chick-
weed in' #n émphatic fone.
“ Noy 1 thiak dot.”
[« And thew see how it's stocked ; two yoke of
i the bést diéerd in 41! these parts, besides Ler two
Borses, ddyin’ niothing of the fest of the crittors.
And, of courds,; they'Nl 41l go with Melinda when
(hé widder'd desd, and beforé, too, for you will
#6 right onto the farm s s6on &d youl Marry, sad
take charge of évétything.”
“Wits d good opinicn, that'd & fact,” 4aid Joe ;
rtwamm o5 Meiiadd this o8 4t
¢
“ And wéll you shoull; though (he fisl dnd
fitin'd ain'¢ to be despised.”
“ Ol 1 4in'd one to despise ‘emi 1
Joe Iatighed aud left fhie toom; Aud saoh dfier
Hié 1eft (hé Hotsd; and Miade his way as edpbditi-
¢ | ously a6 the gloath of the evening would peravit,
towatdd the teideniee of the widow Martin, A
light wds burring i the front toom, but (he win.
dow curtaing wete closoly drawn, so that he could
fot get d view into the apartment #s Lo passed
along the yard, e knocked at the doot; and
wis admitied by the widow in persoti, who, after
inquiting benevolently sfter his health, ushered
him into the patlor.
1t wus already occupied by two persens—Me-
lindd and Reuben Spatks, the latter a young man
who had recently returned to Sprigville, from Ca-
Ifottiia, and who was looked dipon #ith epecial
disfavor by the yotnig farmer.
Joe was welcomred by the yoling lady, but fiot
80 cordially as fommly, and by fio means 8o cor-
dialig as Joe thought his due, 116 was gteeted by
Mr. Sparks in & sort of 4 joking, cond di

e e

o B e, T

‘;Inm

s’ e nmmy

if hie redtisined siuch longer, mwu¢
wis about timie for himi to be going; @id whet
served to enrage Kim wiord dian dught else, Me-
linda sppenred fo/ 58 of thie vuielf ditid, fr she
offered o/ dbjection.  So'le took Hiw Het and do-
perted, mm-ﬂhhpﬂw‘ :
Bis Heart.
. “T dowt Tike the ok of this ot dil,” i bt
tered to himeelf ss He walkeéd dni b thie darls.
“She’s ditogether 56’ terider’ to/ Uit clep %o lt
ﬂwwa‘m‘i&

¥ dow'¢ Be-
lieve he i brought dusagh mioxey frous Califor-
i to buy & ropé to’ Marig hisd. ﬁudﬂﬁ
Hidders far, sew, to sk i¥ i, Pl bev dy
Hat. e, oiv, R siounis b el Melinid, aud
Fve beer fool ‘:ap o Wil il ilig dhiiee’ Belfore
domlling to' & point. Bt perlidpe it din't tco
Tate yet ™ Ne sdded diter & fow siomienty’ reflc-
fiod ; *msybe el conseid (o lave die yer, if 1
Tode o tide i deRing ler. Tl oy it ¥ vow e
T will. Ul go over agsin tocmiderow, dnd Reve
e ity deeled.”

And havidg conte to this conclusios, he hervied
forwdrd, nd soon after wes dredwing of Melinda
Mortin, the widow, Himiself, nd guitd an infinite
nnmber of Reuben Sparkees, who were sli cader-
vouring to chade Rims up & steéep hill, and bost his
braing out with Berw of Californis gold.

Mrs. Chickweed was most tuxious next mord-
ing fo leden from her son the result of his miwsion
o' fhé widow’s, but Jou wad dilent and pensive,
avoiding his miother d éye, dnd keéping awsy from
the Rotise dd much ds possible. Late in the even-
ing he carefully dréssed himwelf in Bid best suit,
add with o look of determination staiped upon
Ris fedtures, he once moré set out fo visic the
fick’e Melinda.

Hé found her dt home, and dlote.

“ Hop¢ yod spent an dgrdeablé évening yoster-
day,” remarkéd Joe, after ke Md passed the usual

ph #nd seated hi f near the lady.

L (;h ves, 1.did, 1 assure you,” wds the repir.

« 3y, Sparkd, I should say, is a very enfertain<
ing young sian.”’

Joe &idw'e think any fhing of the kind, vuu
quite the eontrary.

« He is, indeed,” responded Melinga.

Joe looked sny thing but pledsed af this enco -
| iium on his fival, and sat for some moments in
uttér silence. At leagth he turned fo the young
lady end spoke :

41 catie here lagt évening,” besaid, « with the
intention of epeaking to you on & particular dub-
Jéot, bt 1 foand you so engaged that 1 determin.
€d to call dgain lo-night, and so—so--"

«Hete gou dve,” said Mélinda, smiling at his
émbarrdsement.

« Yed, heré 1 e, and dow that I'sk here, T'l1
o1l you #t once what1have éome fof. You know
11ové you ; 1'vé told
dhd T've flattcred Mool that 1 wore'nt indids-
oiid {0 you. Bt dow 1 widh you to (ell me if you
tedlly love e it detutn, and if 1 may hopé lo
#ild you my wife, Will youi tatry e ”

Y04 having attived st this iokportant question,
lookéd ténderly and kppedlingly into her facc, and
breathledsly waited bet reply; she eolored slightly
and bent her éyed to the ground

* # You aite quite right,” she éaid, ¢ in supposing
that gou are not indifferent to me, for 1 regard
you very highly.”

¢ Then &1l my fears hiuve been groundless ! —
tttetod Joe, exultingly.

“Then,” continued the lady, ‘I cannot very
well graat yout wish regarding—"*

“What " ctied Joe, his eodnteriance sudden!y
changing.

“1 cannot very well matty you !

“ And why can't you ; 1'd like to know wirat's
to hinder your marryigg me if you think enough
of me.”

“Theré is one reason in particular.”

“ What ie it

“1'm engaged to another !

way, that taised his ire inwardly. However, tha
cofiversationi that followéd was Apparently agree-
able to all parties; and the evening wore away till
the widow retited; when M. Bparks intimated
that it was perhaps time fot him to be tetiting, ds
it wiak quite & 1ittls walk to the village. Melinda
at onee asserted that it wad vety early Indeed, and
he should tiot think of leaving 8o soot ;| where-
dponi Mt. Bpirks was induced to téthain a while
fotiget; aud Me, Chickweed wis secretly enraged
that Melinida should be so much taken up with the
young sptig.
Califottiia tecatne the topic of conversation, ahd
Retibeh Sparks shone brilliantly in his descrip-
tive aceoutits of the country, and what he had
dotie there.
# Theh Fou were'nt in the diggins ™ inquired
Job; in tesponse to something his tival had ut-
tered,
“ By no theans,” replied Spatks lofily, 1
left digiging to those that were Waed to it; 1 had'nt
1o taste that way.”
% Oh, theh you stopped in towh b+
W Cettainly.”
* Businoss T bp’ose Arst rate thers.”
Yeh; o young than of talent will sooh engage
himself in profitable employinent.”
i Then 1 ‘spect yot Bust have done extraordi:
ey well 1" waid Jos ih & tono he intended shonld
be adteastie,
WOR 1 replind the other, laughing in & Mean.
ing way, and Winking With ohe eye at the young
fady, Who appeared to b take” hnd enjoy it ne.
cordingly—' a8 for that matter ¥ can't complain.
1 thiuk 1 ftaproved my chanoes,—I vather think I
did.  No, 1 don't complain, by no means.”
“Then why did’nt you stay longer. Yot wero
hot gone but a short time ; you should have stay-
©od & year or two more, and made yourself inde.
pendent.”

“ Perhaps T am independent already; Ysay
periaps.  OF eourse I eabrot tell you the exact
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mount I made—that, I mu. is quite Wnheces-
sary.”

wOh, quite.*
W And perhaps, too, there wore attractiond in
this part of the world s alluring s gold.*

1o looked knowingly at Melinda ks he apoke, |
and gave her another aink, Wwhich that young

lady mme\i to relish, though she blushed ml
Ao bu il (Y e F) ror

»

Joo turr.ed pale.

t Sparks 1" uhe oried—¢ tell me s it Bparks

 Well, and if it is i

1 knew it, Dlast him, 1 knew what he was
after 1* !

“1don't know thet Mr. Sparks his seted in any
way that he should fiot,” rematked the young 18-
dy warmly,

i 1fe is a chehtin' villaia,” replied Joe indig-
nantly.

« Yot dont't kiow himh ; he's fiothing of the
kind -

s it's gou that don't know kit ; but you will
before long. 1've been docelved; And I alh't a-
fraid to sy 86 1" continued he, snatehing up his
hity tit's the thoned he pratends to have that's
fost inie & wife; but whin you #ant to touch it,
just as iike #s fiot yott won't be able”

Heo rushed from the house as he ttered these
wotds, and hurried homewsrd, He found his
tother still up, and whs eagably interrogated by

fiek a8 to the luck te had et with, e told het
all, and littte condolence was she enabled to offer
him in return.

Tor tio ot thirss days followibg, Job Chickweed
shid very tittle, but he thotght much. - One Rne
tnorhing he thet his iother with o stailing faes,
hd & sort of teiurph in his look. Tho ofd Idy
wis somewhat surprised at this sudden changs i
ek son’s manhet.
“ Why, whit on eatth’s the tatter bow, Joe?
hope fou niti't 'm{:“ be erasy) said she.

 Not by a lenv ot—1 hih't wu #o big & fool
8 thaty” replied

W ‘ﬂmx what ailh you ¥

% Ob, T've got it all arranged b hw-t*n got
hith how."”

S AVho?  What*

“ Why, Melindh shd that W Rauben
Sparks: ha! hat D' surprise him.”

“ Well, how are yeu going to 46 it

« 0N, {v's all Hights TN do it, dhvn"d iekdon't.
'l Bx the sneaking eritter,” said Joo, eughing
dgly.

o But hote—how, Joa? Tan't yout out
AWhat's ot ints the bov 1 cried the old Iady, Uy«
ing With nﬂoﬂ\.y to know what Was hib plan.

W Avely, how, I all about i\ e
| Jou, mu&'mg“ w

Joe noticed whet ocevirred, and did'nt at all fahey }

WV wish you Wou
“ You no \lu ny- ﬁwoml

m&!\n" s

Jou 44 twich MOlEN onody



