npléte ¢ .the - road begorewlnhr

he Skylark mine, now owned by ‘G
raguino, of Butte, Mont., hags ibouf:
tous of ore ready to send out as g
shipment. This property was bond.
in 1893 for $5,000 by Howard Q
plters. He afterwards leased it to
es, who are stated to have shippeq
tons via Marcus, the shipment getting
otal valne of $1,474. |
fteam was got up for the first time at
Old Ironsides mine, Greenwooq
mp, a few days ago. The new “plant
ks smoothly, and looks like giving
| satisfaction. Work will be pushed
winter at both the Old Irensides ang
ob Hill, which adjoins.  Sir Charles
pper and Sir Mackenzie Bowell are
pected to shortly visit these properties
en en route from Kootenmay to the
hst.
nformation has been received that Mr
ney, of Grand Forks, North Da ;
Il very soon be ready to start ‘work
the Winnipeg mine, Wellington camp,
e Winnipeg was purchased severa]
bnths since by W. F. Honey and B. H.
acher, who afterwards incorporated s
000,000 company under the laws of
itish Columbia. It is understood that
ir financial arrangements : are now
mplete, and that development work i
be vigorously proceeded with.

few weeks ago the editor was taken
th a very severe cold that eaused him
be in a most miserable condition. It
s undoubtedly a bad case of la grippe, ’
d, recognizing it as dangereus, he took
mediate steps to bring about a speedy
re. From the advertisement of Cham-
rlain’s Cough Remedy and the maay
od recommendations included ‘the :
p concluded to make a first trial of the
pdicine. To say that it was satisfac-
¥ in results, is putting it very mildly,
leed. It acted like magie, and the re-
It was a permanent and speedy cure.
@ have no hesitancy in recommending
lis excellent Cough:Remedy to anyone
ficted with a cough or cold in. any
rm.—The Banner of Liberty, Liberty-
wn, Maryland. For sale by Langley
Henderson Bros., wholesale druggists,
ctoria and Vancouver.

CANADA'S, BANKING. SYSTEM.

uffalo Banker Delivers Speech Enlogis-
tic of It. -

Buffalo, Oct. 7.—The speech' of Wm.
.-Cornwell, president of the City Bank
f Buffalo, delivered at the annual han-
et of the Bankers® Association, held at
he Clifton House, Niagara Falls, this
ening, .was highly eulogistic ‘of Can-
da’'s banking system. Among other
hings. he said: s

“You have -had no collapse like ours
f 1893. You have no money party; no
Iver eraze, no yearning for internation-

I bimetallism; and the regson that Can-
da is enjoying entire freedom from
hese disasters is the fact that the cur-
ency all over British America can be in-
reased to any extent that the demands
f business may require, while in the
Inited States the only relief is the issue
f bank notes, and the pressing demand
or currency is always past vefore it can
¢ got into the hands of the persons
heeding it, and in far off or thinly set-
led districts they never get any at all

f the people in our western and south-
brn states could obtain money as'reason-
hbly and as expeditiously as the:people
f Europe, we would hear no more-af 16
o 1.

“To-day you are sharing with us an
hdvance of prosperity, and in that you
ive on @7 Holid basis, and eqnipped: with
hn adequate and elastic curreney, you
hre much better prepared relatively than

e to be benefited permanently by the
esumption of good times.”

A RUN ON THE BANK.

Mild Bank Scare in Montreal Yester-
day. N .

ontreal, Oet. 8.—There was an un-
yuntable run to-day omn the City and
rict Savings Bank, one of the strong-
neial institutions in the ecity, and
hundred depositors withdrew
iir accounts. They were all promptly
and this had the effect of qnieting

fthe apprehensions of many.

Mayvor Wilson Smith addressed: &
couple of hundred depositors on a street
corner. and reasoned with them. with
effect. The bank manager says
the conduct of the people was very fool-
ish. mut the bank will pay every one
who comes.

—— —— 2

Ottawa, Oct. 8.—Sir Richard = Cart:
leaves for the Hot Springs, Mount Clens,
wright, who returned here last night,
Michigan, next week for his health.

Mr. Allan, ex-M.P., is here looking af-
ter a senatorship. )

some

e e ———

PILLS.

Sick Headache and relieve 8
dent to a bilious state of
ti p‘gmnnsne.
eating, ral ¥ P
8kable-ucoeuhuua-

.

THE SETTLERS
COAL' CLATNS

Continuation of the Evidence Before
the Commission in 'Session
" at Nanaimo.

Interesting Points Brought Out in the
Examination by Oommissioner
Rothwell and lﬁ{. Pooley. -

paimo. I am a miner, My ¢laim is for
(e mineral Tight to the land contained
iu this deed. I am claiming on behalf

of myself and William Morgan Thomas. |

The deed is a Deminion patent: and is
dated 26th May, 1886, to Alex. Ixem_:edy,
of Cedar district, the whole of section &
and a portion of section 7, range VI.II.',
oranted subject to the usual reservation.
Ar. Thomas is now on his way to 'the
Yukon. We bought it from Alex: Ken-
nedy.  This is the deed under which we
purchased, dated 17th July, 1886, con-
veying to us for $2,000 the lands describ-
ed in-the patent to Kennedy, subject to
the reservation contained in that patent.
1 did ‘not see the patent before I pur-
chased. 1 camnot say that I did know
of the reservation in-the patent. 'The

deed from Kennedy recites subject to

the reservation in the patent. The min-
eral right might have been feferred to.
We bought whatever right Kennedy had.
Regarding the mineral rights, he want-
ed to 'be on shares with us, if we would

<o on.shares for the mineral right. ‘We\

refused to go on shares, and purchased
everything as it was. I don’t know. of
my own knowledge when Kennedy went
or. the property first. I'am not sure I
heard him complain about the nature of
the patent. I would know Kennedy’s
signature if I saw it. The signature on
the petition is Kennedy’s. The property
mentioned in the petition of 1882 to the
Marquis of Lozne is the property I now
own. - When 1 ‘was purchasing this prop-

erty the question of the minerals came.

up in this way: That if we had rany
doubt he would go on shares; that was
done ‘away . with because 1. would not
have -anything to ido with shares on it.
According: to' Kennedy’s conversation, I
believed. that he Mad a right to the min-
erals.”' I eannot say W,lggre‘ Kennedy -is
row. - I' have not put in any claim: for
these before, except. by subseribing to
send Mr. Patterson to Ottawa. '
By ‘Mr. Pooley—I' cannot say when 1
just heard of Kennedy.. The:last time
1 saw him was some time about 1886,
but L.cannot say the date.. I live in Na-
naimo. 1 have some other land. Part

adjoins this. T pre-empted it from th/e :

< vernment—Thomas and L.
Davis) afirmed—I live in Cedar district.
I am a farmer at present. I knew Alex.
Kennedy in 1881, when that petition was
around to give satisfaction to the settlers,
not the squatters, to see if we could get
the right that belonged to us. I cannot
tell exactly the range and section. It
was within 150 yards from the outlet of
Trout’ lake, ‘accoding to theé estilnate of
the govenment. He was living there be-
fore 1880.. Without doubt in4881.° He
went around with a paper.

Thomas Rickard, sworn—I. reside ' at
Wellington. 1 am-claiming 174 acres of
land, bottom and top. I mean the land
without any resérvation. I got my deed
from -the E. & N. Railway Company
for lot 86, Wellington: district. The deed

is in Mr. Honeyman’s possession. I went

on the land in 1877. I ~think it was
April. I applied to Mr, Fawcett, the
sovernment agent at Nanaimo, for per-
wission to go on the land. It was-a
verbal application. I wanted to take the
land up for a home -and whatever was
on or under it.

couragement to /go on it, and I went
on it _and built a house and started to
clear the land, and built a fence. I re-
sided on it right along, except two years.
That was about twelye years ago. I
took out a pre-emption record in 1884.
1 got a certificate of improvement. I had
s fficient improvements upon the property
in 1884 to get a certificate of improve-
ment. I cleared fifteen qr twenty acres.
I paid for the land to Mr. Shaw, agent
for the B. & N. Railway Company at
Ninaimo. When I paid Mr. Shaw for
the land 1 considered that I was paying
for all in the land, except the gold and
silver. I got a deed from Mr. Trutqh,
land commissioner for the E. & N. Rail-
way Company. He sent it up. The deed
proluced is the one, dated 24th of March,
1891, from the E. & N. Railway_Com-
pany to Thomas Rickard, conveying .to
him for $174 lot 35, in Wellington dis-
trict, V. 1., subjeet to mineral reserva-
tions in other deeds from that company.
I received the deed short]¥ after getting
it. I.was not exactly satisfied with it,
Lecause I found that I did not have the
coal rights. I did not protest to the com-~
pany about the deed. 1 don’t knoyv
whether I protested or not, but, no doub:c,
I did protest to some person. I can’t
remember whether I protested to the Do-
minion government by petition or not.
1 don’t remember if I signed a petition
%o the Marquis of Lorne. My place ad-
joins Brennan- lake. The name on the
petition to the Marquis . of Lorne is
mine, When 1 signed the petition I had
read it, The words Brennan lake meant

description of my land. I must have

heen on the property at the time I sign-

! the petition, I don’t remember why
I signed the petition. When I paid for
the land 1 expected to get the surface
i« well as the mineral rights. ‘At the
tine T applied to Mr, Faweett I expected
10 vot everything there was there. Wl}en
I applied to Mr, Bray for a pre-emption
record T don’t remember whether he told
me T would not get the mineral right or
not. I was not satisfied when I got the
deed, hecause the minerals were reserved,
and up to that time I expected to get the
minerals, 1 have been dissatisfied with
it ever since. I haye heard that the land
in the railway belt is ‘reserved, but I
went on it like lots of others did to make
me a home, and expecting I would get all
there was there, 3

3y Mr. Pooley—I reside on the land
now,
It makes this mueh difference whether
I'have the coal rights or not—If I had
them and was leaving it would sell far
""""ﬁ- but T think it makes no differ-
“hee in oceupying it for a home.

r”}‘;“"":n] under the land does not make

; S i Railway act or net.
Johmn M. Davis, sworn—I reside in Na- !

, 14: years.

‘deed before he died.

i at Union.

it was about nine years ago.

I cannot say what Mr. |
Fawcett said, but he gave me good en- |

. the late Elijah' Smithurst.

i when he lived on the

I took the land up for a home, |
" why he stopped paying taxes after 1878.

- about 1888 or 1889.
The |

1¢ crops grow better. I have been im- .'

proving it all the time. I have from
15 to 20 acres cleared. Nearly all the
stumps are out. I have made a good
log house 30x30 feet, They were put

up four or five years ago—one was, the |

‘other is over twelve years old. The
deed is in the possession of Mrs. Honey-
moon.  She advanced: me: $500: on it
When I went to Mr. Fawcett 1 made a’
verbal application. I don’t remember if
he gave me any papers. If he did I
have not got: them. I applied- to Mr. .
Bray for a pre-emption record. : I be-
lieve I'got a paper then. ‘I don’t know
when I signed the petition to the Mar-
quis of Lorne. I don't remember scarce-
ly why I signed it. At that time it was
rumored around that we would get the
minerals. When T applied to Mr. Bray
in;1884 I don't think I ‘asked him if I
would get the minerals. I can't tell
whether Mr, Bray read from the Island
When' I paid the
money to Mr. Shaw in 1887, I don’t
think I asked'him if I was going to get
the minerals. I have no other land in
this district. :

By the commissioner—I am a miner.
I was a miner when I applied for the
land. At ‘that time when a man dp-
plied for land he got everything as far
as I know. I cannot remember whether
I made ampy inquiry with any govern-
ment agent regarding the title to the
land between the time I applied to Mr.
Faweett and the time I applied to Mr.
Bray. 1 did not'inquire from any gov-
ernment agent if I would get the min-
eral under the land when I got the pat-:
ent for it, nor to the railway company or
any of its agents. I paid for the land
with the expectation of getting every-
thing belonging to it. I never spoke to
any agent of the railway company about
the contents of my deed. The only pro-
test was a general one through Mr. Pat-
terson. 2

Mrs. Sarah Jane Barnes, sworn—L
am the wife of Aaron Barnes and.the
daughter of the late Elijah Smithurst.
I am claiming as an heir of the late
Elijah Smithurst. . I' am claiming the
mineral contained in the deed dated 5th
of Manch, 1892, from the E. & N. Rail-
way company to Elijah Snftthurst, con-
veying to him for $165 lot 25 in Wel-
lington district. My father died on the
5th of September last year, leaving my-
self and one brother. - My mother diad
on November 3cd last year. 'There vas
no will left by my fatber. My brother
and I are the sole heirs of the estate. I
know the property contained in ‘the
deed. T don’t remeémber the exact date
my father went upon the proverty. I
lived on it/yith my father and mother.
I don’t remember, how far back it avus.
I think it was before 1880. I caniot
say how: far back, as T can’t réemember. |
I ‘ean just remember ‘going out theére
with ‘my 'mother and father. T was

{ about 9 rvears old when we went (1,
‘and T am 'now 29 yesrs old, <o it was

abunt 20 vears =go since they want on
it first. T think they lived on it about
Theéy lived on it til J "was
married. T don’t Linow anything sbout
my father’s application for the Jund ex-

: cept what my husband told me ard what
Samuel ‘Bennie—(Witness for John M.

I got from Mr. Bray’s oflice this morn-
ing. This document, =n applizition
dated 2nd of April, 1882, made by E.
Smithurst and George Shillito, under
the law of 1875, for th’s land, coming to
Nanaimo to record 320 acres. I got that
from Mr. Bray, the government agent in
Nanaimo. I don't khow when my fath-
er paid for the land. I did not see the
1 I heard him speak
‘of it. I knew.it was that deed beécause-
he had twe of them. He had a farm
I heard my® father say posi-
tively that he had the deeds at home.:
I cannot say positively“when my Phth-
er got the piece at Comox, but think
I never
heard any remarks made about this
deed.

By the Commissioner—I cannot say
when I first made a claim for the min-
erals under the land. I. don’t know
if my father made any objections more
than what I had heard him and my hus-
band talking about. My husband is
present.

Aaron Barnes (a witness in the Smith-
urst case) affirmed—I am the husband
of the last witness, and the son-in-law of
I kinow the
property deseribed in the deed claimed
by my wife. I knew Mr, Smithurst
land. I +have
known him since 1885. I know the:im-
provements to some extent. There-were
in 1885 a house, a chicken pen, a hog
pen and 10 or 12 acres slashed, and pro-
bably about half of that under cultiva-
tion. I was a friend of Mr. Smithurst’s
—friendly until his death. I knew: him
at the time he received the deed of his
property. He -made objections to the
deed. He objected because he claimed
the mineral and surface rights. He;ob-
jected to me. I don’t think he made
any protest to the E. & N. Railway
Company, nor do I know if he made any
protest to the Dominion government by
petition or otherwise. 'I would know his
signature if I saw it. I identify the sig-
nature on the petition to the Marquis of
Lorne. In claiming the mineral rights
to me he claimed that he had receipts to
show that he paid taxes on the land. I
saw the receipts—three of them—for the
years '76, '77, *78. The receipts were pro-
duced, dated 22nd of February, 1876,
and signed T. L. Fawcett, collector, for
Nanaimo distriet, next date 13th of Sep-
tember, 1877, signed by Mr. Fawecett,
the third date, 20th of September, 1878,
signed by Mr. E. G. Prior, all in favor
of  Elijah Smithurst. The amount of
tax is one dollar, but the land is' not
specifically mentioned in any of them.
I heard Mr. Smithurst say that he-had
these receipts for taxes paid on this-land
and that he would get .the  minaral
rights in connection with this land. I
don’t remember the year Mr. Smithurst
moved off the land. It was about nine
vears ago when he went up. to Upion.
I don’t know of any other protest maie
by him. He claimed to me that + he
would get these mineral rights.

By Mr. Pooley—I knew Mr. Smijthurst
in 1855. T was married in 1880 'at the
time he received this deed. He was liv-
ing at Union. I was there, too. Mr.
Smithurst told me that he claimed the
mineral rights prior to his getting the
deed. I never heard him say that the
old squatters had no rights to the min-.
erals, ~Fle never told me that he had no
right to the minerals. He-told me that
he had paid taxes on the land in 187877

' and 1878, and he showed me nne of these

tax receipts at the time. He did not say

I saw those tax receipts in the life time
of Mr. Smithurst. He went to Enion

By the Commigsioner—I don’t know if
Mr, Smithurst paid any other taxes
prior to the issue of the deed, but Mr.

.

o
Cane’ has- the' receipts from 1885, I
wrote for them to my brother-in-law at ’
Juion when I heard of the commission, ’

.He sent me what are here, but I know

there are others -up there. Neither T
nor Mrs, Barnes have made any protest
to the railway company, Mr. Smith-|
urst’s last occupatiop was as a police
officer at Union.  He 'was& a miner be- |
fr that and 'I believe he was at the
titae hé made' the application. He said
he was a miner here in the early .days. |
No person is living on the land now. It
is mot ‘being cultivated. :‘We intend to l
live on it in_ the spring.

Mr;  Bate, (& witness in the. Barnes!
case), sworn—I reside in the <city af;

' Nanaimo. - 1 am proyincial assessor an

“tate,

collector .at the government office, Na~
naimo ‘and for  the district, under. the
government agency for: Nanaimo. My |

1

daties take me in the district of Welling-

ton, .and:am a justice of'the: peace fof.
the province: - I have been 4 collector of |
taxes for nearly 12 years for the district. |
As such assessor. and collector I was ac-

quainted 'with the property of the late K. |
Smithorst, known as lot 35 in Welliog- ;
ton district, and in my position I ce-:
ceive taxes for this property. ‘I am an’
old resident and haye been if this lo-

cality upwards of 40 years. T was well i

-acquainted with the late ‘B, Smithurst.

I knew him ever sinte he came to the
country in 1862. I could not fix in my
mind the year he went on this property, |
but believe it was when he worked at’
Wellington. * I remember Mr. Smithurst
and Mr. Shillite took up the land togeth-
er. I don’t knew what time. I have’
not the collector’s rofl for '76; °77 or.’78.”
I don’t know where they .are. I be-
lieve they are not in the Nanaimo office
at all ‘events. I don’t know if Mr.
Smithurst owned-any other property
than that mentioned in the deed in this
district. "I don’t know ‘that he owned
that property. The tax receipts shown !
me, I should believé they were for real,’
property, apparently for 76, 77 and *78.
There is’ nothing to show' the indivi-
dual property paid for. I have no books
of trecord or documénts to show upon
what land these taxes were paid. T don’t
know if ‘Mr. Bray has any papers that
weré in my office before I took charge. |
I heard Mr. Cane making seme inquiry '
for the records. I do mot know if any
were found. |

Cornelius Bowater, sworn—I reside at
Cedar district on my own property—the |
property = contained in the deed dated
10th October, 1895, from the E. & N. |
Railway Company, in favor of C. Bo- |
water, conveying to him for $88 the east
part of section .11, range I.; Cedar dis-
triet, subject to. msual: reservations. !

This elnim i not for minerals; but for :
36 “acres :of dand paid for by M Bo-!
water, but ‘has been refused a-grant for
it unless he--paid ‘at the rate of $3 an
acre.

I purchased it from the Poppiewell es- :
I purchaséd a pre-émption  claim |
of his prior to the issue of the deed to
me. Mry. Popplewell took out the pre- |
emption record from Mr. M, Bray, and
before he took out any deed T purchased i
the record from him. It contained 128% .
acres of land, section 10 and section 11, [
range k., Cedar distriet. I'don’t think
it took in the whole of the west section, |
874 acres in section 11 and 36 in section ’
10. I don’t kmow what part of section !
10'it was.' I sent/the papers to Victoria |
to ‘get -the deed. ' The pre-emption record |

ealled 'for 123% acres and the deed calls |

for 88 ac¢res. I paid $123.50 for 123% !
deres. I got a receipt for the rioney
when I paid for it. ' I don’t know why 1
did not ‘get the balance of the land ‘over
the 88 acres. I paid taxes on the land. !
I applied to the BE. & N. Railway Com- !
pany. They told me by letter that I
could have a piece of land in Cranberry ‘
disteict. I don’t know the section ori
range. When I received the letters q
Mr. McKenzie kept them for me. He |
acted for me in this matter. I have |
never had granted to me any land in
lieu of the:36 acres; and I have not re‘i
ceived my ‘money back from the com-
pary. My pre-emption record taken |
from the government agent calls for 36!
acres. It called for more than I got. f

Mr. Pooley claimed that he should have |
had notice of this matter before. He
was not prepared to go on at present. [

The commissioner agreed ‘that notice |
should have been given, so the case was |
deferred until Friday morning. 3 ’

Bartolo Corso, sworn—I reside at Boat:
Harbor. I don’t know the district. I
have the land contained in the deed dat-
ed 26th October, 1892, from the E. & N,
Railway Company, conveying to Ole
Hansen for $154 section 12, range 4,

and fraction of section 12 in range 5, in 7

district, subject to the usual
1 bought the property from
Mr. Hanson. I have got the deed that
Mr. Hansen gave me. It is dated 5th
‘December, 1892, conveying from Hans=n
to Corso, subject to usual conditions and
limitations in the graut from the crown.,
I don’t know myself what I claim. I
am just claiming the same as the rest.
I think the rest are after the coal, and
I am after the coal, %00, I know what
I was paying for when I bought from
Hanson. I paid for the land. I dont
know what I was complaining about,
I cannot make it out.- :

The commissioner explained that he
was here -to-listen to the claims of par-
ties and they ought to know what they
want to complain about.

The ‘witness ‘resimed—I.«am claiming
the same as the rest of the  settlers.
When I got my deed from Mr. Hansen
I thought I was getting the same as the
rest of the settlers,” I did ‘mot read the
deed. I can not read, and it was not
read to me. When I bought the land
the lawyer acted for, me. I don't -e-
member whether Mr. Simpson informed
me that under the deed Mr. Hansen did
not  get the mineral rights under the
land, and I would not get them, but
when I bought from Hansen I expected
to 'get the coal, because Hansen told,
me. I don’t know how long Hansen had
been on the property. .

By Mr; Pooley—My own ideas told me
to come and make a claim. Thos. Swan
told me that the commissioner was here,
and he told me to come, I guess I was
satisfied with my land. ! i

By the Commissioner—I first. helieved
that I had rights to the coal nnder my
land when 1 heard other people talk
dbout it five or six years ago: « It was
after ‘I 'bought the land from ‘Hansen.
When I'bought ‘the land from Hansed I
intended to buy everything and the coal.’
I never made any complaint. The way
it was stafed in the deed I don’t think
that I have. the coal. I never went. to the

Cedar
reservations.

g

nﬁfether I have the coal or not.

% 0. C. Hansen (witness in Conso ease)
sworn—I live at Gabriola ' Island. I
know the property ‘claimed by Mr, Cor-
80, T received the deed from the B. . &
N. Railway Company. I paid fop 153
acres, Mr. Simpson sent.the money to
-Victdria, I got out a4 pre-emption record
for the property in‘the fall of 1887. A
man named ‘Michael Manly had the
property before me, I don’t .know when
he went there, but it must haye been ten
years ago.” There was a log cabin on it—
very old—when T got' the land. - Only
the ‘cabin and some slashing had been
dorie but it had grown up again. When
I pre-empted the land I expected to get
all. there was, top and bottom. = 'When I
-got ‘the deed I did not read it nor was
it read to me, I always thought I had

e top and bottom. I thought I had it
when I sold to Mr. Corso. = At the ‘tiine
of the transfer to Corso I was not there.
I had heard some talk-that I would not
get the coal rights. I made no protest.
No one came to me except the people
talking about it that thought we ‘would
not get the coal unless there was a new
government. I could not say when T
took it up.

By Mr. Pooley—When I got it from
Mr. Manly I did not get a pre-emption
paper, I know he got oné because he
told me so and Mr. Bate told me a little
before I pre-empted = the property. 1
put ' the pre-emption on hecause Mr
Bate told me I could haye it as it was
Teft by Mr. Manly. 1 did not pay Manly
a cent for the land and when I took out
‘my pre-emption record in 1887, I think
that I am entitled to all- the minerals
under it. -~ Before I took it up Manly
must have given it up. Mr. Bate told me
that I could get it. Mr. Bate had a pre-
*emption record near mine—about 440
yards away' from mine.

Joseph Hoskins, -sworn—I reside in
Nanaimo. Ihave lived here four or five
yvears.:. Before that I resided in Vancou-
ver city for about twelve months, and
before that I resided on my land in Wel-
lington district. My claim is to try to
get the coal right of the land described
Jn that deed, dated 10th . December,
1888,  from the H.&N. Railway Com-
pany for $164, lot 21, Wellington . dis-
trict, V.I., containing ‘164 ‘acres, ‘more
or less, subject to the usual reservations
of that company. My son went on it
in 1878 as weltas I can remember. It
was takep/up by my sen. It might
have bheén a year before; but I can

swear he was on it in 18787 T came

into the government office with Him. I
cannot say -for certain. - It might have
(peen a year and a half or two years
after '78.
years'after. Mr. Bray was the govern-
ment "‘agent. I cannot' say -what was
said. ' He took a ‘boek and struck off
my son’s name and put in mine." It 'has
been in my name ever since.- I-did not
take out a pre-emption récord from M.
.Bray. I got a notice from some one to
apply, for the land. I don’t know if it
wag in the Free Press or not. I eannot
say if T did go.in and apply for a pre-
emption .record. I got a certificate of
improvement. Geo. Vipond and Peter
Brennan' made declarations for me. 1
can’t :remember”if I brought them inro
Mr. Bray. If I remember right it was
before I got the certificate that T and
my son went to Mr. Bray. At any rate
I was on the land before that. Tt joins
land that I suppose is Mr, Barl’s now—
then it used to belong to Mr. Harvey—
‘Mr. Dunsmuir’s son-in-law—but when it
‘was first taken up it belonged to John
{Brennan. The signature of Edward
Hoskins on the petition to the Marquis
of Lorne, now shown me, is my son’s
‘name. The land referred to in the peti-

tion adjoins the Harvey land—only al

stream of ‘water runs between the land.

I cannot remember if I knew that my |

son signed the petition. At the time my
son went on the land I lived in Welling-
ton town. I went from Wellington onfo
Mr, Harvey’s ranch. That was the land
adjoining this property.
iwhat year that was. I don’t know how
many vears ago; I cannot say positively,
but I- think that I resided on Mr. Har-
vey’s land in 1882. I paid for this land
myself. I paid Mr. Shaw. At that time
he was station-master for the
mealt & Nanaimo Railway

get a deed of the surface and of the bot-
ton, too. I mean a deed without reserva-
tion.. I was on it for years before I
heard anything about it being reserved
for a railway. When I went to Mr.
‘Bray with my son T cannot say what

he said: /I first learned that I would not |

get thejcoal and mineral right when I got
the deéd. When I paid Mr. Shaw for
the land I don’t remember that he said

anything about the minerals being re- |
served. At any rate, the first time I |

heard of the minerals being reserved was
when I got the deed.
thing about it. I did not interecede. I
made no protest to the company nor to
. the provincial government. I.and others
sent James Patterson to protest to the
Dominion government. I have not pro-
tested since that. - I claim to-day that I
;am entitled to the coal and minerals
under-the land mentioned in the deed.

By Mr. Pooley—My son became pos- !

sessed of the land in 1878. I cannot say
how mony years ago it was that I went
to Mr. Bray. I did not become pos-
sessed of it in 1878, It was my son. 1
don't know if it was two, or three, or

four years before I went in to Mr. Bray. |

I never knew that the minerals' were
reserved under the land until I got my
deed.: I heard a .great deal outside
about the minerals being 'reserved, but
that won't do. What you hear outside
is no note at all. When I paid Mr.
Shaw the money I did not ask him if I
would get the minerals, I had heard
talk for years.
‘took out a pre-emption record.
not I would never have got the deed.
I cannot remember going to Mr. Bray's

office in 1884. 1 remember going to Mr. !

‘Bray’s office when he put my name in
the. book instead of my son’s. ' I have
never seen it since. I cannot remember
anything that ‘Mr. ‘Bray said “at that
time.

By the Commissioner—I ownthe land
now: I am not living on it, - No one is
living on it at present,/ No person has
cultivated it for me during the last 12
‘months. When I got it from my son
there was a large root house and a cabin
12x14. There might have been three
acres cleared then and a lot of fencing
done, and a bridge had been built across

the stream between my land and Har- |

vey’s. My son worked sometimes at one
thing and sometimes at another, No
.particular trade. He had worked in the

railway ‘company to ask if I had the coal

.\

"mines before the first explosion,

/

. to anybody else, I don’t knqw

I eannot say if it was three |
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be
The mania for house breaking in other
cities  has reached Victoria. Be on
your guard. Beware of strangers,
You should patronize us. We bar all
the doers and protect you from high
prices and extortion.

FOR THIS WEEK ONLY :

Snith’s Sodas, Bartoons, . . 20¢.
Pratt’s Astral Qil, Tin . . . $140
Corqmeal, 10 fhs . . . . . . 20c.
Rolled Oats, 9 lbs . . . . . 25¢.

Dixi H. Ross & Co.

since, 'I think it was'in 1879. He work-
ed in the mine at the time of the .ex-
i plosion,. Wheén he-took up the land he
worked in-the mine. I have worked in
the mine myself. The railway company

I could not say |

Esqui- |
. l Company. |
When I paid for the land I expected to

I did not say any- |

1 can’t remember if 1
If I had |

" offer was |

has neverinterfered with my land.

In the claim of C. Bowater, Mr. Pooley
stated that he was instructed not to ap-
pear in tl}is case.

C. €. McKenzie (witness in C. Bo-
water’s case), sworn, stated—I am a real
estate agent in the city of Nanaimo. I
am acquainted with C. Bowater, who
lives at Cedar district.. I was engaged
by him to transact some correspondence
for him with the E. & N. Railway Com-
pauy. I don’t remember what land it
was about, unless I see the correspon-
dence. - The correspondence produced is
it. * The land paid for is 83 acres of land
for which he got a 'deed, and 26 acres
for which he did not get. a deed. I
scarched Mr. Bowater’'s pre-emption rec-
ord. T had all the papers. I sent them
down' to the Victoria office. They are
enumerated in my letter of August 28th,
1895—My letter to the E. & N. Railway
Company. It was Popplewell’'s pre-
emption record, ' purchased from the
! estate of Popplewell. He was killed by
the explosion of 1887. He had taken a

certificate of improvement on January
! 12th, 1886, from Mr. Bray. The number
was 72. After B. Popplewell’s death, le.t-
ters of administration were issued to his
brother, Amos Popplewell, on 19th De-
cember, 1887. The court ordered the
sale of the estate for $100 on 17th Feb-
! ruary, 1888.. The land was sold to Bo-
! Wwater on the 20th March, 1888.
pre-emption record taken out by B. Pop-
plewell - contained .AG acres more than
f was conveyed in the deed to Bowater.
{ The government agent issued a recorq
for 123 acres, which included the 88
acres in the deed. The 36 acres had been
sold te.Captain Clark. In acting for Mr.
| Bowater I applied to the company for
{"the whole 123. aeres. Idv;lgote the first
letter for him and signe is own name
to itf dated 11th - Mareh, . 1892._ _Mr.
(Gore was at that time land commissioner
for the E. & N. Railway Company—not
the Mr. Gore of the provincial _oﬁce.
The correspondence that I hold in my
hand  explains fully for my acting for
Mr. Bowater and for the E. & N Rail-
way Company. Mr. Gore admitted that
Mr. Bowater was entitled to select an-
other 26 acres.

" ey to MF. Bray. All was dque through
Mr. Bray.. I had no interview or cor-
respondence with Mr. Bray besides. ' The
! railway company offered ‘Mr. Bowater
other land, provided he tpok up the bal-
ance of the section-at $3'an acre. . That
ade in Mr. Gore’s letter to
me, 23rd September, 1892. 1 offered to
take it if we were allowed to pay $50
down and the balance in a year. The
reason he did not get it ‘was because he
never paid the $50, Before I wrote Mr.
Gore that Bowater would take the 64
aores and mentioned the time to pay for
it T had Bowater's authority to write it.

Hé understood he could buy the 64 acres ,

beegdse of the 86 ‘acres he had pre-
empted. Nothing more was done at that
time, and when he was able to pay the
$50.Mr. Solly was;the land commissioner,
and he refused to carry it out, - 5

but not ‘ (o} T Bowater, recalled—by the Oominis-

The !

By the Commissioner—I paid the mon--

sioner—The railway company still has
my money for 36 shares.” I am sure the
railway company received it.: I paid
it to Mr. Shaw. Mr. McKenzie tola
me that the company were willing to
give me the land in lieu of 36 acres.
I don’t know what section it was in.
There were 100 acres in the block, and
I could have 64 acres more than my 36
for $3 an acre. I authorized Mr. Mec-
Kenzie to buy that 100 acres. I re-
member the terms. I was to pay $50
down. . I authorized Mr. MecKenzie to
make the offer to the company for me,
I did not pay the $50. I hadn’t got $50
then. I next offered to pay the $50 18
months or twe ‘years after. 1 never
got the 100 acres. When I’applied they
sent me word back that they were going
to reserve it.
Samuel Bennie, sworn—I reside at
Cedar district' at my home. I have re-
sided ‘there since 1881. My -home is
what I purchased from Mr. Young, of
Departure Bay. He is Mr. Dunsmuir’s
head clerk at the present time. In my
opinion I have 25 acres under the plan
and crown grant to Mr. Young. I
Bought the erown grant from Mr, Young
and his improvements in 1881. I am
not a college:bred chap, but I have a
little common sense. I first purchased
the property in 1881, range IV. and see-
tion 4 and improvements. I bought it
I paid Mr. Young $1,000 for it. That
was 25 acres. It was slashed and ditch~
ed, and, according to my estimation, had
a lot of improvements on it when I
bought it. I am a farmer. - The 25
acres are all cleared and under fence.
The 25 acres were not cleared when I
bought it. I paid for it—there was no '
getting it. When I bought the 130
i-acres from M¥F. Young I bought all the
saws and axes and everything else, and
there was ovey an acre cleared, ditched
and slashed. I did not get out a pre-
emption record to my knowledge for it
I went in to Mr. Bray to .get the 25
acres, as I thought they belonged to me
and paid my 82, I had puid the $2 to
Mr. Bray to get a pre-emption record.
The land belonged to me and I wanted
all the rights that belong to a Queen’s
subject. I paid the $2 to make myself
secure so that no other person could
get the land., Mr. Bray gave me noth-
ing. ‘No paper. That was in 1883 or
1884 to the best of my knowledge. I'm
not giving my solemn word. ‘I did not
want a gertificate of improvements from
Mr. Bray, but 1 paid my taxes after
that to the best of my knowledge. I
paid Mr. Young ‘for it, and afterwards
paid Mr. Shaw, an agent of the E. &
N. Railway, $25. I paid Mr. Shaw the
same time as I paid my taxes to make
sure that I would be recompensated for
my work and labor. I did not ask for a
deed of the land when I paid for it. I
paid Mr. Shaw to make myself secure
so that no one else could jump it.
When: T paid the $25 I expected to get
the improvements that I had paid 100
cents on the dollar for to Mr. Young in
1881, and all. that belonged to it. Y
told you formerly that I paid Mr. Young
$1,000 cash—not paper—cash. After I
1vbouzht the land I moved on it to make
it a home for the rest of my life, the
same’ as my forefathers. I did not ‘re-
 ceive notice to pay the money. I under-
stood Mr. Shaw was the man, we had to
pay it t0 according to public -opinion.
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