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OVIC COMISSION
 ASKS FOR RULING
ON ITS POWERS

sion That if it Could not
be Entrusted With Work,
Commission Might Well
be Disbanded.

itle the question of whether or not the
mmission is Independent. Thé great
ority of those present ' said .they
jdered” that if they could not be

the previous cessions of the commission,
Wdr. Rowan brought up the matter of
gransformers. The chairman said he

d received no oftictal communication

om the Common Council respecting

e telegram from the Perranti Com-
pany, Mayor Fisher produced the copy
bf the telegram and this was read {o

he meeting.

Following this, Mr. Rowan moved
Rhat, as the Packard Company was the
ihext lowest tenderer, their bid be ac-
feepted, subject to the approval of the
gity electrician and Mr. Kribs. This
was not seconded.

& The chairman read two communica-
Sions from the Packard Company
pespecting their bid. The first one,
gated December 19, stated that their
price for the three transformers would
ibe $20,825 f.0.b. St. John. The second,
ted yesterday, increased this price by
early $1,900, owing to an advance of
five per cent. in copper prices. The
Mew price would be $22,200 for the
#hree transformers. Some changes in
the specifications were suggester. These
iwere approved by ‘the engineers, the
ter said. : r
ter, Mayor Fisher moved the fol-

mbodying a report to
chcur{ednx‘ >

w The Power Commission of the
% City of St. John begs to report that
v it-is ready to make a selection of
4 trangformers for the sub-station
from those which have been ten-
...dered for and respectfully asks the
council for approvial of a $79,200
. estimate for the erection of the
\, '~ sub-station and its equipment, and
\ also authorize ‘the commission to
.. provide the said station and equip-
I ment. - :

Powers Di.uuued.

Major McAvity, in opening the dis-
cussion of the sections of the resolu-
tion he had framed, explained that it
was essential that the powers of the
commission be clearly defined at once.
He believed the resolution would serve
*he purpose of bringing to a head the

uestion whether the commission would
e able to function as contemplated.
{e moved, and Mr. McMullin seconded,

¢hat the resolution be considered sec-|

tion by section. This carried

after a discussion lasting nearly one

jour and a half, the following resolu-
was adopted, Messrs. Lewis and
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Warm up while shopping with nutricious refreshment at one of our .

' leading makers on both

B0, 4 5 M o 0 o4

The Gift de Luxe—
lvory, Perfume, or
Picture Chacolates,.,‘

French Ivory of exclusive fineness and
worth ‘at least one-quarter less—the nobility
among the Perfumes, separately or in satin

_lined cases-——and the most brilliant of all the
Chocolate Boxes, delivered direct on the dot
with your card enclosed. Could ‘any trio of
ideas conjure up so many possibilities of bringing beauty and lingering plea-
sure? - Yet thie is but a section from the Rexall Gift Store, that offers you

y

French Ivory of the first grade is every. woman's need — nothing is so
broad in its application. For 50c. you add to a collection appreciatively,
and at any price you make a substantial contribution. :

The graceful and colorful casings of the Perfumes rival the contents; and
here again every giver is catered to. Between 90c. and $10 the best in the
world is before you. The cabinets with Perfume, Toilet Water, Soap and
Face Powder Compacts begin at $2.50 for Day Dream and the favorites are
all the way up the scale in sizes to $10.

- Special Delivery Chocolales

Oriental and Canadian scenes in water colors, satin brocades and the most
famous of our living beauties adorn the boxes of chocolates from the seven
And of course there is always
the broad ribbon band and bow. In sizes from one
to ten pounds they look out at you from within and
above the showcases, forming a promenade down
And we will undertake de-
y, liveries with your card the hour and day wanted.

sides of the border.

both sides of the store.

9 The price range in all three departments men-

¢ tioned admits everybody.. Undoubtedly they are a

final resource in pleasing choice and here the record
displays of the city guide your taste and purse,

fountain tables.
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Rowan voting ‘“nay,” although Mr.
Lewis had voted for all the sections:

The Resofution,

(1) Whereas, the electors of the city

of St. John in three successive elections,
expressed at the polls their determina-
tion that the Mayor and Common
Council of the city of St. John shouid
set up an independent commission for
the ‘purpose of erecting, constructing
and operating works for the transmis-
sion and distribution of electrical power
nd energy in the city of St. John, and
of controlling and managing sameé.

(2) And whereas, by section 28 of
The New Brunswick Electric ‘Power
Act 1920, it is provided that a muni-
cipality having a contract under that
Act ‘'may entrust the construction of
the works and the control and manage-
ment of the same to a commisgion. .

(8) And whereas, a commission has
been appointed by the Mayor and Com-
non Counecil of the city of St. John,
but with a limitajion not provided for
in the said Act, nor contémplated by
the electdrs, mamely, that such com-
mission should proceed only so far as
may be authdrized by the Common
Council from time to time.

(4) And whereas, the effect of sec-
tions 9 and 10 of the resolution of the
Common Council, bearing date the 5th
lay of December, 1922, by which reso-
'ution said commission is appointed,
nrovided, not that such, commission
shall he entrustéd with the construc-
‘ion of the works and the control and
nanagement of the same, but only that
't shall prepare plans and specifications
‘or a distribution system and report te
he Common Council as soon as pos-
sible what arrangements should be

From $1.00 Up

Ladies’ Comfy, Boudoir and Felt

SLIPPERS

At Prices to MaKe Christmas
Shopping Easy ‘

90 Pairs Women Woolen Slippers, with cuff and ankle,
Felt and Leather bottoms; double stitch?d. Solsl at
$1.85 until Today. Now $1.00 per pair—all sizes.

Many Styles in broken sizes,
to clear at

£

prices up to $2.25; grouped
$1.00 pair

D R I )

200 Pairs Women's Kid and Suede Boudoir Slippers; all
the wanted colors. . $1.50, $1.65, $1.75, $1.95, $2.25

400 Pairs Women's Fine Felt Cosey Slippers—about every
color you could wish. . . .$1.25, $1.45, $1.50, $1.75,

$1.95, $2.25.

‘Women's Grey, Brown and Black Felt Juliet, turned sewed,

Jeather sole and heel, fur trimmed

Black Laced

$1.95

Open Every Evening This Week

'FRANCISRVAUGHAN

19 King Street -

made for the construction and equip-
ment of a distribution system, and that
all tenders called for by said commis-
sion for constfuction work or equip-

ment be received by the common elerk,
and be opened at the first meeting of
the council either meeting as the coun-
cil or in committee, the object being to
make the tenders public before being
acted upon.:

(5) And whereas, this commission
has found that it cannoy incur expen-
ditures for materials necessary to the
construction of the said works without
the express approval of the Mayor and
Common Council, which may well re-
sult in inconvenience, delay and loss of
money:

(6) And whereas, it has accordingly
been found impossible promptly to pro-
ceed with the construction of the said
works.

(7) And whereas, in order that the
prompt construction of the said works,
which is most desirable in the inter-
ests of the city of St. John, may be ac-
complished, which can only be with
proper co-operation between the Mayor
and Common Council and this commis-
ysion, and with authority to this,com-
mission to incur expenditures necessary
for the construction of the said works
and for the control and management of
the same as necessity may arise, sub-
Ject, however, to the audit of the city
comptroller,

It is resolved, that the Mayor and
Common Council be requested to auth-
orize this commission to proceed with
the construction and equipment of a
sub-station at an estimated 'cost of
$79,200 and that further requirement
for the completion of a system at an
estimated cost of $600,000, shall be sim-
tlarly met, as need arises; and that in
the event that the Common Council
cannot agree to so empower this com-
mission, they shall be requested to ar-
range for taking a plebiscite, with a
view to ascertaining the decision of the
electorate on the question whether the
distribution system shall be adminis-
tered by an independent commission or
by a department of the city govern-
ment. .

Before proceeding with the discussion
of the resolution, Mr. Rowan expressed
the opinion that the resolution would
put the commission out of action. He
believed that the best way to get at the
matter would be to draft a resolution
setting forth just what the commission
desired from the Common Council in
the way of powers.

The chairman replied that the situa-
tion was critical and that something
drastic should be done. However, if
the members of the commission were
agreeable, he would follow Mr. Rowan’s
suggestion. ‘

No opinions being expressed, the first
section was read and adopted, on mo-
tion of Messrs. Phillips and McMullin.
The second section also was adopted,
Mr. Flood moving: and Mr. McMullin

seconding.

The third section was given a tem-
porary hoist and was not considered
until the last section had been adopted.
As it was merely a recital of facts, it
carried, Mr. Flood moving and Mr. Mc-
Mullin seconding.

Mayor Moves Amendment.

Section 4, which refers to Section 9
of the resolutions from the Common
Council, setting up the Power Com-
mission, was moved for adoption by
Mr. McMullin, seconded by Mr. Phil-
lips. Mayor Fisher moved an amend-
ment that the portions referring to
Sections 9 and 10 of the Common
Council resolutions be considered sep-
arately. Mr. Flood seconded.

Major McAvity declared at this
juncture, in reply to Mr., Rowan, that
the Commission should get away from
City Hall methods and policies and get
down to business methods and wali-

i

cles. Otherwise, he advised that the
Council take over the entire opéra-
tion and’ manage affairs through' one
department of City Hall, |

Mr, Flood remarked 'that Mayor
Fisher was on the Power Commis-
sion to safeguard the City Hall inter-
ests, yet it appeared that the Com-
mon Council wished to retain com-

plete control. He thought there was
room for compromise on this point.

The chairman asked “Why?” If
the Council had no confidence in the
commission, it should disband and al-
low City Hall to run matters entirely.
“A stand must be taken, one way or
the other,” he declared,

Mr. Flood: “If we do take that
stand and are forced to recede from
it, what then?”

‘The chairman: “Then it goes to the
people.”

Mayor Fisher, speaking in.support
of his amendment, said that he felt]
strongly that the Common . Council |
looked on Section 10 as a good busi-
ness method. The Council would
want’ this retained, "he thought. He
declared that the commission should
concede this point.

The chairman said that the Coun-
cil wanted to open the tenders, pass
them to the commission for report,
hand them back with a recommenda-
tion, and then suit themselves,

Mr. Rowan declared that not one
of the Council members would vote
a bond issue on that $79,200 estimate.
He charged that the commission had
not taken the Council into its confi-
dence.

Mr, Flood replied that the commis-

It asked for authority to proceed on
that estimate,
be voted from time to time.

The chairman declared he was get-
ting tired playing office boy for the
Common Council,  Valuable time was
being wasted, he maintained.

\The amendment was put and lost.
Messrs. Flood, Fisher and Rowan sup-
ported it. The chairman, Messrs.
Phillips; McMullin and Lewis were
against it.)

Section 5 next was considered.
Mayor Fisher thought it ‘was not nec-
essary. Mr. Phillips explained that
it was merely a recital of facts. If
the facts were not correct, he sug-
gested they be made correct.

Mr. Rowan interjected that a Power
Commission never could be indepen-
dent. The Common Council members
were responsible to the people,

favored the resolution, there was a
good deal of truth in Mr. Rowan’s ob-
Jjections, ) v

Mr. Phillips pointed out in connec-
tion with the bond issue for the civic
distribution system that three of the
commissioners had pledged themselves
to an expenditure of '$900,000 last
spring. An amount of but $600,000
was being put forward now.

Mayor Fisher, explaining his stand
in the matter, said he was in full sym*
pathy with the object aimed at by the
resolution. He questioned the wisdom
of going about it in the way proposed.

Mr. Lewis suggested taking things
ecsy at. first.

Mr. Rowan thought matters would
straighten out themselves.

The section was put and carried,
Messrs, Fisher, Flood and Rowan vot-
ing “Nay.” .

Section 6 carrled, Mr. McMullin mov-
ing and Mr. Phillips seconding. Mayor
Fisher and Mr. Rowan voted “Nay.”

Section 7 carrfed without discussion,
Ma{o_r McAvity moving and Mr. Me-
Millin seconding. ‘

This finished the preamble of the
resolution. - Coming to the request,
Mayor Fisher moved that the words
down to and including, “at an esti-
mated cost of $79,200” be adopted. Mr,
MeMullin seconded and this carried.

Mr. Rowan remarked that the com-
mission had never presented plans and
specifications regarding a distribution
system, as requested, to the Common
Council.

Mayor Fisher replied that there had
been no' opportunity for doing’ this.
The commission had presented the mat-
ter of the sub-station which was part
of the distribution system. The Mayor
added that the Common Council would
have to vote the bond issue for the dis-
tribution system. If it did not, the
responsibility would rest with them.

This portion carried.

The second portion regarding the
$600,000 estimate of the distribution
system, which included the sub-station
cost, was adopted, on motion of the
chairman, seconded by Mr. McMullin.

The last portion regarding the pleb-
fscite was moved for adoption by the
chairman, seconded by Mr. Flood.
This carried, only Mr. Rowan voting
against it.

e chairman then moved that thc;‘

report be adopted. Mr. Phillips sec-
onded this and it carried, Mr. Lewis
and Mr. Rowan voting against.

Mr. Lewis, explaining his stand, de-
clared he was in fdll sympathy with
the points of the resolution but he
thought the commission could secure
what it wanted by going easy. He was
opposed to placing the resolution be-
fore the council immediately.

Mayor Fisher then moved that the
chairman be instructed to request per-
mission from the Common Council to
present this resolution. This carried.
Major McAyity said he would do this
at this morning’s council meeting.
Mayor Fisher iadded that the whole
matter could be discussed at a meet-
ing this afternoon, at 8 o’clock, be-

|tween the Council and the Commis-

sion.

Mr. Rowan was asked by the chair-
man if he would he present. He re-
plied that he would not be prosent as
he did not consider it necessary.

HOBO COVERS BACK DOOR
ROUTE IN HIS MOTOR

New London, Conn, Dec. 21 — A
woman who lives on,6 Quaker Lane,
New Hartford, opened her back door in
answer to a ring and found on the
doorstep a bedraggled male specimen
of humanity who asked her for some
scraps of food. She said “Nol!”

“Maybe an old suit of your hus-
band’s clothes,” suggested the caller,
shivering suggestively in his rags. “A
dime, lady, or a few-pennies, to help
a straving man?”’

Still the answer was “No!”

Without visible anger, the hobo
tipped his sat, walked down the gar-
den path, climbed into his touring car,
stepped cn the “gas” and drove sadly
away.

The U. S. mints in May coined 870,- |\

000 gold pieces of the $20 denomina-

sion was not asking for a bond issue.

tion.

For the Feast!

As a prelude to the turkey on Christmas
Day serve an entree of British Columbia
fresh frozen Salmon, rushed from the west
in fast refrigerator cars and delivered to
your table with all their first fine flavor.

For the Fast!

To cut the cost of your meals on the eve
of Christmas, without sacrificing food value
or appetizing flavor, serve Cod or Haddock,

fresh caught by the

fastest trawlers on the

Atlantic Coast—our boats the Lemberg and

Venosta.

Tell your fish dealers you want to try

these National fish!

(= !
“NaTIONAL FISSS

IFAX,N.S
1S THE VATIONAL DISH
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The bond-issue would |-

Mr. Lewis remarked that while he|.
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Wholeheartedly, therefore, we wish you
one? : eaall a‘zet:y Happy C ristn'}'l,as

and a prosperous New Year.
THE E.B. EDDY CO.LIMITED

HULL, CANADA..

e

So genuinely good is its re utation
in our Home Provinces here in the East, folks °

who like good Tea are wont to say: “We use
RED ROSE TEA.”

P

The fine quality of RED ROSE COFFEE

will please particular people. "

| Dominion
"Rubbers |

Al
e

%

—Protect your health

—Save your shoes
—Keep your feet dry

It’s sound economy to wear

DOMINION RUBBERS for Fall and
Winter.

They are made in such a variety of
styles and sizes that you can get the
exact shape to perfectly fit every shoe.

You might not get these .good
.DOMINION RUBBERS if you ask

merely for “a pair of rubbers”.

Always ask for them oy name—

DOMINION Rubbers.




