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12 THE EVENING TIMES-STAR, SAINT JOHN, N. B., WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, t9263 VENIOT APPEALS FOR ELIMINATION OF RACIAL CRIES IN POLITICS
Former Premier Attacks Baxter 
Government’s Arrangement 
To Develop Grand Falls Power

f

i, ' as soon ae plans could be perfected 
and contracts let. 
this respect was backed by an over
whelming majority of the members 
of the House.

ELECTION CAMPAIGN

, “In the meantime an election had 
to be held, and during that campaign 
not one of the candidates 1 nthe field 
opposed to the government voiced 
one single argument against the prtn- 
ciple of public ownership. It Is true 
that the then Opposition claimed that 
they had not sufficient Information 
as to the cost of construction and 
the assurance of a market for the 
energy to warrant the government 
of the day in going on with the 
works. They advocated delay, but 
they did not dare make a pronounce
ment in-favor of private ownership. 
If they had advocated the turning 
over of this valuable asset to private 
concerns, as they now intend doing, 
the people would have had to make 
their choice between the two policies 
advocated and not on party lines. It 
cannot therefore be maintained that 
the policy of public ownership 
condemned. On the contrary, It was 
supported by both political parties.

PROMISES BLAMED

opposition, roundly condemned the for- out any financial loss and remain pro- 
mer Government because they claimed prietors of this great asset, or pass this 
we were rushing the project through asset fôr all time to private corpora- 
without giving the people an opportu- tions’ whose influence for central con-

œEEfEBE sEE Mbring* about beneficial results to the ti0n to *uit their own ,el- -to *,ve a *”ater reduction in stumP"
whole province. In our case it was the ^ wc had done so, we would then
expenditure of public money to im- PROHIBITION ISSUE , Je P*accd °“r stumpage dues lower,
prove our industrial condition. In the * judged from the net results, than the
case of the present Government they Mr. Veniot went on to discuss the stumpage being paid in Quebec. In
are preparing to give away the God- prohibition issue, asking what had the that pl’°T™ce t.he re*u,ar stumpage 
given rights of a whole province for the government done during its six months !Ta? “xed at $2.70 a thousand 
benefit of a few millionaires. Have they of office to implement its promises to rcet °n sfr.u,ce and ^r> but tempor- 
a mandate from the people to do this? the Temperance Alliance, find charging Jl?*” ‘hat year to $2.00, and not 
We were acting on behalf of the people, [the government was bringing politics *? represented to us at the
they are acting on behalf of the big in- Into the appointment of inspectors and “m®- In Quebec the lessees of Crown 
terests. The Premier is so anxious to vendors. He went on to challenge the lan“® a* the equivalent of 30 cents 
get, this deal through that he tells the good faith of the government in en- ?" , thousand feet for protection of 
press that he will adjourn the House forcing the existing law and quoted the the forests from fire hazard. In our 
fgr a fortnight, if necessary *if the President of the Council as favoring a Pr°Tlnce the government pays the 
agreement is not completed when we system of government control such as whole cost of fire protection on Crown 
are ready for It.’ He says that he Obtained in Quebec, and as being in [ands- In the Province of Quebec the 
wants the legislation passed this ses- favor of a liquor law which would lessees pay the entire cost of the seal- 
sion of the House. What is the great bring in annual revenue of a million ‘n8 °f lumber, which is equivalent to-
rush? Surely he will not contend that and a half. If he was not speaking cents per 1,000 feet. In our prov-
he has the right to vote away the with consent of his leader, said Mr. ince th? government pays all the cost 
rights of the people without giving Veniot, then "parliamentary usage de- scaling. This makes the Quebec 
them an opportunity of being consult- mended that he retire from the govern- stumpage $2.80 a thousand to the 
ed. If it was wrong for us to show ment. What a spectacle we have be- lessees. Last year 
haste in going on with the development $°re us- A government barely six stumpage on spruce from $4 to $8, and 
under control of the people, what must months in power with its members at on Ar from $3 to $2.50. On the same 
be thought of the haste now evinced logger-heads on a question of policy, percentage of cost for the two services 
by the Premier in wanting to give *®d by a Premier with not enough back which I have mentioned it would net 
away such a valuable asset? bone to discipline his recalcitrant fell- stumpage charges on spruce at $2.20

PTTATTTPTr ciiDDDTCüc lowers in the Cabinet. Those prom- a°d on fir at $1.70 per thousand.
rrjMUKC suKPKIbUb ises so flagrantly broken, those pledges "The present government has furth-

“One of the surprising features of the so ruthlessly trampled under foot, are er reduced the stumpage on spruce 
proposition is the admission by the Pre- but so much evidence of the duplicity from $3 to $2.50 per thousand, which 
mier that*‘the new arrangements may and dishonesty that can at times be leaves stumpage net in New Brunswick 
not be just what we would have liked practiced by men more anxious for the lower than the stumpage charges in the 
in some details, but it is, I believe, the spoils of office than for the good of Province of Quebec on fir and spruce, 
best arrangement that could be made.- the community over whicl) they may but the stumpage on all classes of 
What ân admission of weakness ! What be called to govern. pine in Quebec is still very much high-
an exhibition of servile subserviency to ,wvr r term, er than in this province,the wishes of the big interests. What “OOT-LEGGHtoAND RUM RUN- 
a farce it is to hear the Premier say ' NEKS,
to the press that ‘the bill to be intro
duced will be such as to safeguard the 
province’s interests fully,’ and at the 
same time admit that the new arrange
ment may not be just as he would have 
liked. ■ Poor old New Brunswick is in 
a sorry plight, indeed, when its policies 
can be dictated by what the Premier 
himself, has styled a ‘foreign corpora
tion, that had for years prevented the 
development of this Water power.’

“To allow Grand Falls to revert back 
to private concerns, to use it for their 
own exclusive benefit while the rest of 
the province1 would continue to wallow 
in industrial stagnation would be a 
crime too great to contemplate.

FAITH IN PROVINCE
“Surely the Government has not lost 

faith in New Brunswick. Why should 
they hesitate-to assume the responsi
bility of developing our water powers 
when we have before us evidence in 
abundance that such power is needed 
to instil new blood into our industrial 
life? Hydro has been a success under 
public ownership wherever it has been 
tried. Are our men at the head of 
Government less capable than those of 
other places, that they should hesitate 
to do that which is known to be es
sential to our progress P 

“A re we in this province so blind 
to the need of industrial expansion, 
and have we so little faith in our 
future that we must hesitate to assume 
the liability -Accessary to give 
Impetus and vigor to our industrial 
life, which, without some such remedy,
Is rapidly falling Into a state of coma 
and retarding the growth of our prov
ince? For my part, Mr. Speaker, I am 
prepared to forget party politics, to 
trample under foot, if needs be any 
political aspirations I may have, in 
order to join hands with the govern
ment In any movement to develop our 
water powers in such a way as will 
secure the benefits of such an under
taking to the people at large, but on 
the other hand I will resist to the very 
last ounce of energy I may possess any 
attempt to develop our natural re
sources for the benefit of a few, while 
the bulk of our population are forced 
to stand by and suffer.

CRY HELD CAMOUFLAGE

tected, that the lumbermen hid no 
right to all, and the laboring man to 
nothing of the favors granted.

ANOTHER REASON.

nity of carrying out that policy. How 
often have our friends opposite, in the 
Legislature and out of it, claimed that 
the good roads policy was inaugurated 
by Hon. B. F. Smith and that I, as 
Minister of Public Works, had simply 
availed myself of his initiative to steal 
all the credit for the good work done 
under it? Why is his ability so glaring
ly ignored by those who had an op
portunity to give him a chance of put
ting that ability to the test? His long, 
experience in the House and as a for
mer Minister of Public Works has been 
completely ignored to make room for 
one who is untried and with very little 
If any experience in road construction? 
It would indeed be interesting to hear 
the explanation of the Premier.

REVIEW OF CAREERS.
“In order to keep the record straight, 

and lest we forget, I deem it my dut', 
to pass in review the career of tlttpe 
gentlemen.

“The first to fall under my eye is 
my friend from the county of Char
lotte, who is now Minister of Public 

I remember quite well when 
the Health Act was introduced by 
Hon. Dr. Roberts, how strenuously the 
present occupant of the portfolio op
posed that section of the act giving 
authority for the appointment of a 
minister of health. He contended then 
and at various times after that there 
was no need of a minister, that the 
health department could be brought 
under the supervision of another de
partmental head and that it would be 
sufficient to simply have a superinten
dent of health. I am now wondering 
if my good friend is of the same opin
ion still.

Our action in
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Declares Klu Klux Klan Participated in Last Pro
vincial Election and Worked Against 

Liberal Administration

pression that New Brunswick could 
boast of a population that was noted 
for the respect it had for the laws of 
the country.

GRAND FALLS CONTRACT.

m.

8 “In the paragraph referring to the 
development of Grand Falls, I find that 
,the following statement has been placed 
before the House.

“It has been decided that the con
tract entered iqto between the Commis
sion and the International Paper Com
pany by which the province was to 
contribute capital required for develop
ment, purchase the rights of the com
pany and give it practically an ex
clusive right to take such power as it 
pleased without obligating it to the 
use of such power, shall be abrogated.

“I wish to say, Mr. Speaker, that the 
statement that the agreement gavé 
the company ‘practically exclusive 
right to take as such power as it pleas
ed,’ has no right to be in His Honor’s 
Speech, because it does not convey the 
truth in connection with the agreement 
referred to. It is not true that a right 
was granted the company to take such 
pov-r as it pleased. While it is true 

As was expected, the leader of the opposition roundly cpn- that under the agreement we reserved 
demned the present government for an arrangement whereby the “ there „P<X<tinrtr h™
Grand Falls would be developed by private interests, thereby, as stjp„]ated in that agreement in which 
he claimed, alienating from the people of the province a most valu- they had to avail themselves of that 
able heritage, and as was also expected he criticized severely the privilege, otherwise it had no effect, 
governments legislative program as outlined in the speech from th“ ^mier^fAe taTstoiedthea££! 
the throne, but what was unexpected was a moving peroration in me„t. 
which he pleaded strongly for broadminded men and women of 
both parties to prevent a repetition of what he termed "disgrace
ful tactics.”

ASKS “DISGRACEFUL” TACTICS ENDEDV9t.

Ex-Prime Minister Charges Canvassers Were Used to Oppose Him 
on Account of His Nationality and Religion;

Tilley to Continue Debate Today.
t Health.

was we reduced the

BREDERICTON, N. B., March 16—Declaring that the Klu Klux 
1 Klan took an active part in the last provincial elections and that 
he was in possession of evidence to convince him that the klan 
worked against the Veniot administration, Dr. P. J. Veniot, former 
Premier of New Brunswick, made an impassioned and stirring ap
peal for the elimination of political rallying cries of a religious and 
racial nature for the future welfare of the province in his speech 
on the debate in the house this evening.
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“We know .that the Premier 

promised the people in different 
meetings during the campaign that 
the proposition would not be unduly 
delayed, and that it would only re
quire three or four months, if elect
ed, for him to obtain 'the necessary 
Information which would satisfy him 
and the project would be proceed
ed with. That promise has not been 
kept. It has been unblushingly vio
lated. He did not even keep the 
promise made on the 7th November 
through the Press, when he stated 
that he was seeking "to get the In
ternational Paper Company, as well 
as the Other companies together, and 
to get guarantees as to what mills 
they would build—besides an under
taking as to the amount of current 
each sihaJl receive without .the possi
bility of loss to the ratepayers of 
the .province of New Brunswick.” It 
will be seen that even at that Late 
date the Premier was in favor of pub
lic development. He has also thrown 
that promise to the winds.

CAMPAIGN PREDICTION
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t «■ ASSAILS HYDRO PLAN
(V L RECORD OF MR. SMITH.

“The next one to come under my 
observation is the Minister of Agri- 

“It was felt by the government that culture (Smith). As my mind reverts 
we had gone far enough in granting to his record in Opposition, I best rc- 
a reduction in stumpage. In the light member him as the great apostle of 
of recent events I am now convinced econom'y, constantly preaching that ex- 
that we were justified in refusing any penses should be kept down and as bc- 
further concessions, and perhaps we tag specially severe in his criticism of 
did go too far in giving the reduction the measure brought down in 1921 to 
we did. increase the salaries of the Ministers

“Besides the reduction in stumpage of the Crown. On that occasion Jvc 
given by the government the lumber- considered there were too many rain'js- 
men received a reduction in freight ters with portfolios. The “governmerit 

con- charges on all lumber going into the was top-heavy,” and added that “with 
New England States markets, which 1 the exception of the Minister of Pub- 
am told is equivalent to 90 cents on lie Works none, of the members of the 
the 1000 feet. Yet notwithstanding government devoted their whole time 
these various reductions it is a fact to the public service. I am strongly 
that the workingmen in the woods opposed to the measure,” said lie. 
this winter received in many, if not in What a change has come over the scene 
all eases, less wages than usual. since my honorable friend has been

“Was the Government mislead by promoted to be a Minister of the 
the representations made by the ium- Crown. I would give a good deal to 
bermen. I would hate to believe so, know what contortions of thought and 
hut if one takes as a guide the two mind brought about a conscience suffi- 
concerns already referred to, and who ciently elastic to permit my friend ac- 
were among the most persistent in de- eepting his present position with the 
manding concessions, it leads me to salary attached thereto. Of course, 
believe that there is something rotten should not be too hasty in judging 
in Denmark. The public can form its the honorable gentleman, as it may be 
own conclusions. that he intends to recommend to his

WHOLESALE DISMISSALS leader that there be a fusion of several 
... àt the departments, providing always
In studying the Speech from the that the Department of Agriculture 

Throne, I fail to note any reference to be slated as of sufficient importance 
the only definite policy which seems to to be one by itself and the present gen- 
have guided their footsteps since as- tleman continued at its head with the 
Burning power. They are now adher- salary he condemned as too high in 
ing to a policy and carrying it into ef- 1921. 
feet with amazing alacrity, and in many 
cases accompanied by almost barbaric 
cruelty, which they severely condemned 
when in opposition. Are they so 
ashamed of their actions in pursuance 
of such a policy that they dare not give 
it even passing mention in His Honor’s 
speech? They should not be asHamed 
of announcing it, because they have 
since September last so frequently de
parted from all the principles advocated 
by them in opposition that they should 
by this time be so hardened to all sense 
of political consistency and decency 
that actions of the kind referred to 
should be accepted by them as a mere 
matter of course.

“To the ‘victors belong the spoils’ is 
a policy that has been time and time 
again condemned by supporters of the 
present Government when they were 
in opposition. How often have we 
heard them raise their voices against 
dismissals made for political rehsons.
Today another one of their masks of 
deception and political camouflage lias 
fallen to the ground, and the Govern
ment of today can well be branded the 
‘champion political scalp hunters of 
Canada.’ Never in the history of any 
Provincial Government have we wit
nessed such a rush for the spoils of 
office, such an orgie of dismissals. The 
returned soldier, who sacrificed so much 
In order that our friends of the Gov
ernment might he among those who 
would continue to enjoy the blessings 
of British institutions, was ruthlessly 
and shamefully decapitated without a 
word of protest from Colonel Baxter 
or Captain Tilley. We have heard it 
statfd that when certain persons com
plained of this treatment they were 
told that ‘the returned soldier stuff has 
had its day.’

GOVERNMENTS FEELING.
“I am informed that the government, 

since it has assumed the reins of 
power, repeated their promise to 
force the act. The government has 
since appointed vendors who not only 
were convicted as violators in the past, 
but were fined for violation on the 
very day that their appointments as 
vendors appeared In the Royal Gazette. 
In looking over some of the ven
dors appointed we find among the 
number men who have been 
victed both under the Provincial and 
Federal laws for bootlegging, smug
gling and selling liquor eontrary to 
law. Their records are plainly writ
ten on the books of the police courts 
df the province. When one looks into 
the appointment of certain inspectors, 
one is astounded to find- that in some 
cases they are placed to watch rela
tives who have obtained licenses as 
vendors, and in one case in particular 
a certain sub-inspector, who cannot 
write his own name, has been appoint
ed to see that his'brother-in-law, who 
has been a' notorious rum-runner for 
the last five years, keeps the law.

ANOTHER BIT OF EVIDENCE
“Then again, let us look at another 

piece of evidence which mig^t be in
terpreted as carrying out their prom
ise to enforce the act vigorously. Fpr 
instance where there were five vendors 
in Madawaska county, we now have 
nine, right along the American and 
Quebec borders. In Restigduche coun
ty we now have one additional in Dal- 
honsie, St. Quentin ahd Kedgwick. In 
Gloucester county we now have five 
where there were only three formerly.

“A vendor recently appointed in my 
own county lives In a village where 
there is no resident medical doctor, the 
nearest doctor to him being five miles 
away. He is publicly known to have 
been fined for having smuggled liquor 
in his possession and for violation of 
the prohibitory law. The person who 
fought hard to get him a license was 

of the defeated candidates, who 
has since been appointed an inspec
tor to see that this rum-runner ven
dor observes the law.
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WORDING IS PECULIAR.'.as
ms. “Let me draw the attention of the 

House to the peculiar wording of that 
paragraph, evidently done by a master 
hand at subterfuge. The words ‘such 
power at it pleased without obligating 
it to the use of such power,’ is a mast
er-stroke in an attempt to lead the 
people to believe that the

Canvasses, lie declared were used no fixed programme for the session, 
against liitp because or his nationality What abput the oft promised amend- 
11ml rc i;ion; hut not content with this, ments to the Motor Vehicle Act touch- 
Hon Dr. Veniot said that the Klan i/thc soline
agents came into the province at the : /. , . , _ .
time of the elections and. he said, lie ; amendment the Premier promised 111 
had in his possession sufficient evidence i Connection with the Liquor license 
to convince him that the Klan move- Act duMbg the last election ? Surely 
ment had its headquarters In a certain ! *J1C Government does not mean to take 
office in Wall Street, New York. He ; >’c Legislature [«.surprise in the mat- 
declared lie had in addition the names ,er new legislation? 
of the men who handled the United !
Slates end of the campaign.

na
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tax? What about the

company
would not hesitate once it had obtained 
the use of power to hold this power for 
all time without using it simply for 
the purpose of preventing any other 

is indeed the essence of industry from being established which 
far as it seems to he might be In competition with it In the 

pulp and paper markets. What an 
absurdity to think that any company 
would hold such power idle and pay 

a ease on practically a half million dollars yearly 
on the ques- ] for it. But, Mr. Speaker, if such is 

charges. Am 1 the opinion the Government entertain 
with respect to the International Paper 
Company it strikes one as singular that 
they should put such faith in thenvnow.

“It will thus be seen that -the pre
diction made by me during the cam
paign that If the Opposition of that 
day were victorious they would turn 
Grand Falls over to the Big Interests 
has been a correct one. The speech 
from the Throne leaves no doubt 
that this Is to be done, unless a 
majority of the members of this 
House, actuated ’ more by loyalty to 
the province than to party 'Politics, 
will prevent the putting Into effect 
a measure which will spell the ruin 
of all attempts to advance the In
terests of the province as a whole.

“They may try to find all th 
cuses ptgssible, and they may resort 
to all kinds of political subterfuge 
to mislead the people, and make use 
of all the denials they can 
facture from now to the day of doom, 
the fact remains that they have be
trayed the confidence reposed in 
them by the electors.

“According to them there was no 
market in sight when we proposed 
to go on with the work, but all of a 
sudden looms up more demand for 
power than can be developed at 
Gran<| Falls. The same market ex
isted in 1925.

k

“The SpMÇh 
brevity in So 
used to hide the intentions of the Gov-

GOVERNMENT NOT ACCUSED. , eminent.
■ “I note a reference to the employ- 

lie did not charge the present gov-! ment of experts to prepare 
eminent with bringing these people behalf of the Maritimes 
into the province to institute a “whis- ton of transportation 
jiering chorus” against him, but he did j to understand that file present Govem- 
know that they were in touch with ment claims all the credit for this 
and going around with certain indlvi- ! movement? The credit for initiating 
duals who were not political supporters | this important move belongs to the 
of the Veniot government. j former government. It was through

He mentioned the name of Dr. C. our efforts, joined to those of the Mari- 
W. Fo'wler, editor of the American ' time Boards of Trade, that the first
Standard, Imperial Kleig of the order,: move was made in that direction. II

f '“ho when addressing a gathering at was under the former government that 
Dorchester, Ont., in October of last this province was obligated to the pay- 
year said: “The Klan took an active ment of Its share of the salary and ex
part in politics. I.ook what wc did j penses of\ such an expert. The full
in New Brunswick.” 1 plan was not yet carried out when

He said he did not lay the blame the elections took place. Since that 
for this kind of a campaign at the door ! time I am pleased to see that the 

„ of any- one of the Conservative candi
dates. Continuing, Dr. Veniot said:

"Nor am I going to say that all the 
bigots and fanatics are found in the 
camps only of my political opponents.
This class of politician is found more 
or less on both sides and the sooner a 
determined effort Is made to crush them 
under foot, the better for all con
cerned.”

one

QUOTES AGREEMENT. ex-

“In order to show the utter unrelia
bility of- such statement let me qiiote 
that part of the agreement which refers 
to the power reserved for the company. 
After fixing the amount of power to 
be so reserved at a maximum of 14,000 
horse power, the agreement reads: 
'Such power shall he reserved in the 
first instance for a period of six 
months after the date when it shall 
actually be ready for delivery, and the 
Power Commission shall have notified 
the Paper Company of that fact. Such 
contract shall further provide that, if 
within such six months period the 
Paper Company shall elect to take 
such power, the same shall be 
reserved for a further twelve 
months period before the company 
shall be bound to pay for the same un
less and to the extent that it uses the 
same.’

“Where is there one word in that to 
show that th$ company ‘had practically 
exclusive right to take such power as 
it pleased ?’

manu-
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STEWART'S ATTITUDE.!
»*T “The next to come under the camera 

is the Minister of Public Works (Stew
art). While in Opposition this gen
tleman seemed to be obsessed witli the 
idea that thepresent government have carried to a 

final issue the work we began.
“Reference Is made to the standariza- 

tion of farm products and the neces
sity of individual effort for greater 
production for export. Here again I 
am pleased to see the present govern
ment following in our footsteps. The 
movement in favor of standardization 
of our farm products was inaugurated" 
by the former government and we en
couraged individual effort for greater 

... , . „ ... . ,, export by cncouring the establishment
I have lived all my life in the midst of the first pork-packing business 

of those who differed with me in race |arge scale in this province, 
and religion. I have never had any “I notice a vagueness, almost painful, 
reason to fear or complain of the jus- i„ relation to the question of immigra
te which would be meted out to my tion. What are the intentoins of the 
compatriots and co-religionists. I am 
proud to be able to count as some of 
my best and most loyal friends and 
supporters, a very very large number 
of these good people. During my tour 
of the province in the last campaign,
I received a most cordial and hearty 
reception that it would be possible for 
a public man to receive at the hands of 
English-speaking people for which 1 
feel very grateful. It is because of 
these reasons that I made bold to lay 
before the legislature an^l the good 
people of the province of New Bruns
wick the facts connected witli the de- 
picable campaign by certain partisans 

opposed to me, feeling convinced that 
( here are in this good province a num
ber on both sides of politics who are 
broadminded enough to prevent a repe- j 
tition of such disgraceful tactics.”

government of the d«.y 
should not consider its friends in tjw 
matter of patronage. He claimed tha.

spending the people’s money 
and opponents as well as friends of the 
government should be considered. This 
was somewhat contrary to what he did 
when he represented ltestigouche coun
ty between 1921 and 1917. At that time 
he was so anxious for patronage that 
not only did not his opponents get any 
share of it, but even friends of his 
party were debarred so that his own 
firm might reap a rich harvest by send
ing in accounts in the name of one of 
the clerks. In the face of such a fact 
his protestations made while in Op
position were looked upon as -a huge 
joke by those who knew him best.

“This is also the gentleman who was 
wont to give expression to what one 
might call righteous indignation at 
the thought that the former Premier 
was drawing down two salaries, one 
as Premier and one as Minister of Pub
lic Works. Yet today this same gen
tleman sits calmly by and does not 
utter one word of protest against the 
present Premier for doing precisely the 
same thing. In this case what is sauce 
for the goose is not sauce for the glan
der. Surely the sudden translation of 
my honorable friend to a position of 
emolument and honor has not so be
fogged his conscience, political I mean, 
that he is prepared to forego all his 
protestations of the past-, provided he 
may reap some benefit from the situ
ation as developed since last time this 

fcHouse was in session.

I The very intercuts 
tot are now to he given Grand Falls 
as a gift, did, notwithstanding any
thing to the contrary, negotiate with 
the former government for

we were

i
power,

and we had their assurance tot they 
would take power if prices were 
reasonable. But when the election 
came on they would not confirm what 
they had promised us and they join
ed with the Opposition forces to oust 
the government which was firmly in
favor of public ownership. I cannot “The cry that such a large omder- 
prove that these interests had any taking will entail too great an addition 
promise of 'being put In possession of to our public debt Is all camouflage, 
Grand Falls In the event "of the gov- put on the screen for the benefit of 
ernment being defeated, but there those who are only too anxious to gob- 
is a suspicion hirking in my mind blc up all our natural resources within 
that at least they had a vision that sight or reach. No one is more oppos- 
such would be their good fortune, jed to an unwarranted increase of the 
The fnoment the present government | debt than is your humble servant, but 
consents to hand -them over this 
valuable asset they are prepared to 
take for thier own

-ml:-
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NO REASON TO COMPLAIN.

on a
LUMBER INDUSTRY.

t “I was surprised--"beyond measure, 
Mr. Speaker, to find that the Speech 
from the Throne passes over very 
lightly the condition of the lumber in
dustry in this province. We do noi 
find one word touching the action oi 
the government in connection with its 
attempt to assist this Industry by the 
reduction in stumpage which they gave 
the lumbermen last fall after they as
sumed the reins of power. Why is 
there no mention made 6f the redve- 
tion? Are they ashamed of it? Have 
they discovered that they should not, 
In justice to the revenue of the prov
ince, have done so?

“If the lumber industry cannot stand 
on its own feet as an industry without 
being continually pap-fed in the shape 
of reduced stumpage, special allow
ances for scaling, unwarranted release 
from compensation for injured work
men, and without in turn guaranteeing 
a living wage for those upon whom 
they depend for their profits in the 
shape of honest labor, then it is time 
that the government should adopt some 
means by which the industry may bo 
carried on in a manner more in keeping 
with the needs of our provincial treas
ury, and with an eye to the protection 
of our working classes.

“The action of the Lumbermen’s 
Association in demanding that the gov 
ernment grant certain requests, which 
to my. mind, were very unreasonable 
and not based on any sound principle, 
much less on equitable grounds, 
brought to light a condition whiéli 1 
felt should not be any longer tolerated.

it QUERIES INTREPRETATION.Government in this respect? While in
opposition our friends severely criti- “And look at still another attempt 
ased the government of the day be- to mislead the people in the proper 
cause they were not putting forth suffi- interpretation of this agreement when 
cient energy in the way of obtaining the paragraph says ‘by which the prov- 
desirable immigrants. Here again is ince was to contribute the capital rc- 
mnothcr sample of brevity on a very quired for development, purchase the 
1D! ^ues^‘on’ rights of the company,’ etc. Why not

There is one ^paragraph in the Speech have pointed out that the province 
from the Throne which struclcme most- would be the sole owner of this valu- 
foreibly. It is the reference to the able aspect, which former govern pienis
tourist traffic. What a change has ceme in a moment of blindness or weakness
over our friends in dealing with tills had transferred to a private concern
matter. \\ hile in opposition they spared which had held it for practically J5
neither words or efforts in condemning years without doing anything towards
the former government for catering to its development.
this traffic. They now look upon it as “I find that the same paragraph says 
un asset to the province which must that it has been latclv discovered that 
he encouraged by all means possible, the expense of storage facilities in the 
Vernly, the late Minister of Publie State of Maine will he greater than 
Works is coming into his own. They anticipated. This is given evidently as 
even^promise to give assistance to the another reason for passing this great 

READS K, OF G OBLIGATION, tourist traffic. In which way, they do asset to a private company. To point
"ot «y- No doubt the spirit of brevity out the desperate straight*, to. which 

The former premier said there must has induced them to hold back this the Government is driven in trying to 
aiways be differences of opmion m the information in order not to impose find an excuse for their present scheme, 
political sphere but he sincerely hoped too heavy a task upon His Honor in lct me say that in the development of 
•bit we could all meet on tife ground reading the Speech. * 50,000 horse power contemniated and
of politics and judge men by their “We were condemned for spending contracted for by the former govern- 
deeds, not by their race and creeds, too much money on oar roads for ment storage in the State of Maine
Concluding lie read impressively the what they said was to encourage th. was never considered. There will not
obligation taken by a fourth degree tourist traffic rather than for benefit of be one ounce of storage in Maine re
member of the Knights of C olumbus, our own people, especially in the rural j quired for the development of Grand
in which a pledge is given to uphold | districts. 1 am now fully vindicated Falls, until it becomes necessary to
the constitution of the country, to pre-, for having put into effect a policy increase, if business warranted the 
serve the integrity and purity of the | which has been the means of bringing capacity to its utmost limit. When a 
ballot and revere and respect law and ; such a valuable asset to this province, government has to manufacture such 
order. something that could not have hap- flimsv reasons based absolutely on

1 he salient point of his argument pened had the former government not false" foundations for betraying the 
against any handing over the Grand carried out its policy of highway im- trust reposed in them, how much long- 
FaUs for development by private Inter- provements. Er can the interests of this province
ests was that there was no mandate “There is a paragraph in His Honor’s be confided to their care, 
from the people to do this. .Speech which must he of paramount

Hon. I,. P. D. 1 illey, K. C., Presi- interest to the friends and supporters DELEGATES APPEAR
dent of the Council, and not Premier i of the prohibitory Jaw. Reference is
Baxter will continue the debate. It is made to the appointment of a new Be,ween 1920 and 1924 large delega- 
understood that B. Frank Smith, Carle- chief inspector and it states that his tions representing the various coun
ton, will also speak in the debate. work will “demonstrate to what extent cits of cities, town, municipalities and 

Speaking on Workmen’s Compensa- it is possible to overcome the indiffer- P°ards ef Trade, as well as numerous 
tion Board costs," the Opposition leader ence with relation to this law which r-,t-ber organizations, appeared before 
declared he knew of lumber companies has become widespread among the the Legislature, representing In the 
who charged four per cent, on the time people.” What do the friends of pro- strongest terms possible that Grand 
sheets of the laboring men for com- liibition think of that? The appoint- Falls be developed toy the government 
pensation costs, contrary to the law. ment of an officer to overcome “the t°r the benefit of the people as a 

Pressed by Premier Baxter to tell indifference, which has become wide- whole a'ud not allow this valuable ae- 
who were violating this law, Dr. Veniot spread among the people,” is certainly Bet remain idle any longer. These 
charged Frasers Limited were doing a pearl of the first water. And if the People were not afraid of the re
tins. official in question does not succeed in sponsibllity or liability that such an

Hon. P. J. Veniot spoke in part as doing so, will that be sufficient evidence undertaking would entail, 
follows : for the Government to take the step should the preeent governmen t be

“Mr. Speaker, I desire for a short suggested by I he President of the afraid to facet Jhe, responsibility?
\ time to pass In review the Speech from Kxecutive Council when he spoke before The former government was not 

the Throne. I must commend the Gov- the Rotary Club. Does brevity prevent afraid, because they bad taken the 
ernment for its brevity, but nothing: I he Government from telling the House necessary steps to ensure the feaei- 
but brevity could be expected from a j what would follow in the wake of bility from a commercial viewpoint, 
government which has apparently noth- ! Mich failure on the part of their new and were convinced that the under 
ing to offer. It they have any im- official? What method will this official taking could be carried out without 
portant legislation to offer the House, adopt to overcome the indifference so adding any extra burden on the peo- 
they have religiously kept it in the widespread? Will he use moral suason? pJe. • Being thus convinced the form- 
back ground, with the exception of the But apart from all this, Mr. Speaker, er government called for tenders for 
reference to hydro legislation. The what will the people of this province the construction of the necessary 
Speech from the Throne should fore- think of a government which does not works which would ensure the devei- 
shadow the legislative programme ot hesitate to say that they are indifferent opment of Grand Falls. We announc- 
Ihe session. If I am to judge from to the enforcement of the laws of the ed in the Legislature our détermina- 
what we read in that Speech there is country. I always was under the im- tion to go ahead with the work just

-tij'

wf.

in a case of this kind, where such an 
Increase at most only becomes a public 
trust and not a burden; when the I 
undertaking for which the debt is in
curred is sure to be self-sustaining, and 
is doubly sure to bring prosperity to 
our people, why should any public 
hesitate. It is the height of absurdity 
to say that there should be no increase 
in our liabilities when such increase 
stands for the future growth and pros
perity of our province.

! use a great deal 
more power than can be developed 
under the initial plans laid down by 
the former government. Wibat better 
evidence does the public require to 
prove tot the government is lined 
up with these interests?

manJ.
JfM•
'J&t.
>'i •> ACTION OF GOVERNMENT

“The contemplated action of the 
Government places In the hands of pri
vate concerns for all time to come 
of the most valuable assets of the 
province. Next to our public domain, 
it is the most important and valuable.
The party now in power is the 
party that bartered away our public 
domain in 1913 for a corrupt election 
campaign fund. Is history going to re
peat itself? Are we again to witness :i 
renewal of timber land leases before 
the date fixed by law in order to meet 
the 99-year lease demand of the lum
bermen ? Who can tell what the under
current resulting from the Grand Falls “^ct us *°°k at the present situation 
scheme may develop? Are we to be $r0™ an°ther viewpoint. If the com- 
told that in order to foster the pulp Pan'es can develop Grand Falls and 
and paper industry it will be necessary se** 8°wer to industries at long dis- 
to grant 99 year leases ? It is currently tances from the switch-board, as well 
rumored that these big concerns would as *or domestic use, and make a profit, 
never have consented to undertake this a^er PaJ'*n8 dividends on their invest- 
development and spend millions of dol- men*’ )v^at >s to prevent the govern
ors without having some hope of ob-|men* developing under the same sys- 
taining perpetual leases. The present •c.m as, the former government propos- 
leases have only seven years to run ed an“ selling it to the people 
Let the public be on their guard wh™? without incurring a loss?

“The suggested distribution by the 
companies of power to the people for 
domestic use and smaller industries, 
under government control, regulated by 
the Utilities Board, will work out the 
same way that the New Brunswick 
Power Company worked in Saint John 
before the development of Musquash 
The company then was able to convince 
the Legislature as well as the Utilities 
Board that in order to receive a fair 
return on capital invested they had to 
keep up the rates to 15 cents per kilo
watt hour. When the Musquash 
developed and energy could be sold in 
Saint John by the|City Commission at 
an average rate of 4.58 cents per kilo
watt hour, the company brought their 
prices down to meet this competition, 
and we have not heard that they be
came bankrupt.

PLAN TO GET IMMIGRANTS.one
“We talk of the necessity of 

couraging immigration to our province 
in order to increase our population and 
provide a home market for our 
ducts.
adopted to increase our population and 
provide a home market than that of 
making our province a hive of indus
try.

en- PREMIER’S APPEALS
DRY STAND RECALLED.“When you examine this situation 

and then read in the press the appeals i “I feci that 1 would not he doing 
made by the Premier ‘to forget politics full justice to my honorable friertd 
and let us all unite as one man for the were I to forget to mention how ter- 
betterment of New Brunswick,’ one is ribly shocked he appeared to be when 
almost tempted to ask ‘is he sincere, or he thought of how the former govern- 
is he carried away by the thought that ment were disregarding the wishes of 
New Brunswick belongs to the dom- the temperance people in the enforce
ment political party?’ Mr. Speaker, ment of the Liquor License Act. Can 
such appeals do not bear on their face any one forget his severe condemnation 
the stamp of sincerity. Forcing the of the former government. How elo- 
principle of ‘to the victors belong the quent he_ waxed, what forceful lan- 
spoils’ does not tend to harmonize the guage hc“made use of, as he thought 
political elements to that degree neces- of the want of respect the old govern- 
sary for the working out of a scheme ment displayed for the views of the 
to better our conditio’ns. Preaching Temperance Alliance. To judge by 
unity of purpose and the casting of the haste with which my friend signed 
political affiliations to the wind on the the pledge submitted by the Alliance 
one hand, while vigorously and unre- one would have thought that 
lentingly applying the political axe on apostle of temperance had been born 
the other hand, are acts unworthy of to the world. The number of vendors 
men who would like to be considered appointed in Restigouchc county sine 
ns patriots. September last gives absolute pro

that the honorable gentleman certaii 
put forth every possible effort to 
the wishes of the temperance people, 
both in the matter of the quality and 
number of vendors appointed. Did mv 
friend disçover that there was so much 
sickness in the little town of Dalhousif 
that it

same pro-
What better means can be

fesL

V

ANOTHER VIEWPOINT.

DEMANDS ARE THREE.
“The demands made were three in 

number, viz:
“1—Adoption of the Quebec scale, 

the same to be made retroactive and 
applied to the cut of 1924-25.

“2—A reduction in the stumpage dues 
without suggesting the amount, except 
to make such a reduction as would 
place them in a better position to com
pete with Quebec.

“3—To make the reduction in stump 
age apply

“By granting number one it would 
have meant a refund of over $250,000, 
and by granting number three, it 
would have meant another rebate, the 
whole amounting to over $300,000, 
which would have to be taken out of 
the revenues of this province, 
former government refused to grant 
these concessions, but did grant a re
duction in stumpage applicable only to 
the cut of 1925-26, and not retro
active.

a new
as a

ANOTHER FEATURE
“There is another feature of the sit

uation which shows that our friends 
were deceiving the public when they 
claimed that we could fix the price per 
horse power. I refer to the informa
tion given the press that power will be 
delivered to the Frasers Company at 
Edmundston at $20 per horse

WORD PORTRAIT
, “In looking over the front row of 
seats to your right, Mr. Speaker, my 
mind runs back to a date when the 
President of the Council (Tilley), the 
Minister of Agriculture (Smith) and 
the Minister of Health (Taylor) did 
not entertain such an exalted opinion 
of, the Premier as they now seem io before? 
manifest. However, those days 
gone and passed and I merely refer to 
them to emphasize the old adage, ‘let 
the dead bury its dead,’ as it may just 
be that the allurement of office and 
honors conferred have tended to bring 
about a sublime foregetfulness.

“Leaving aside any further reference 
to those days in the province I 
tempted once more to glance across the 
floors of the Legislature and with 
siderable surprise note the fact that the 
gentleman who has been so loudly pro
claimed as the author of the Good 
Roads Policy by the present Premier 
and his followers, when In opposition,

... ., , , . does not occupy a seat in the Govern-
guarantee that the laboring classes ment as Minister of Public Works in 
engaged in this industry should be pro- j order that he might have an opportu-

mce

to the cut of 1924-25.

necessary to have 
three vendors instead of

Did some epidemic break 
in the village of Kedgwick 

which necessitated the appointment of 
a vendor where none existed previous 
to September, 1925? Did the good peo
ple of St. Quentin become suddenly so 
thirsty that an additional vendor bait 
to be appointed in order to satisfy their 
craving for medicine. Was this ac
cording to the pledge he gave the Tem
perance Alliance that in order to bel
ter enforce the law it became necessary 
to increase the number and io appoint 
as vendors persons who had to pay 
several fines for violation of that law 
pending the granting of their applica
tion for vendorships? To increase the 
number of vendors and to appoint^per-

waspower
under this new scheme. Our figure for 
a 75,000 horse power development would 
enable us to deliver power at a lower 
rate than that at the same point. Our 
scheme, embracing as it did all flic 
towns and thickly populated villages 
along our main line to Edmunston, and 
which places would bear their propor
tion of the main cost with the Fraser 
Company, would have enabled that 
company to purchase their 
rate below what it is said they 
willing to pay for it under private 
ership, because no dividends on capital 
investment would have to be paid the 
Government. The consumers would 
be getting power at cost.

two a«
outare

Why was
The

•to ampower at a 
are now 

own-
SUPPORTED IN REQUEST.

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY.Sr con-“The lumbermen in making their re
quests appeared before the government, 
supported by Boards of Trade from all 
over the province. The government 
felt that no such resuests should he 
granted without first having

“The government tells us that under 
this scheme there is no financial res
ponsibility resting on the province. 
Which is the better scheme: Have the 
province carry the financial responsibil
ity and furnish energy to its people 
and the industries at a low figure with-

OLD CABINET ASSAILED 
“The present Government, when in

some

Continued on Pgae 13
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