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FOOLISH PEACE TALK,

Certain busybodies in the United
States, and certain others in neutral
nations in Europe appear to think they
have a license to agitate for peace. If
they have any business of their own that
is worthy of attention, since they refuse
to fight on the side of the Allies and so
help to bring to the world permanent
peace, they should give it their attention
without further loss of time. The New
York Tribune says there will be no
peace until the AHies have conquered
Germany or have tired of the enormous
sacrifices the policy of crushing entails.
That is true, and they will not tire. Of
what use would all the sacrifices already
made be to them if they gave up and
-left Germany in a pesition to renew the
struggle a few years later?

So far as the western front is concern-
ed, Germany is beaten. In the east, she
will not be able to do to Russia next
year what this year she failed to do. In
the south, even if she conquered Egypt
it would not give her the freedom of the
seas, or the markets of Furope and Am-
erica for her products. She would still
be far from anything but a barren vic-
:tory, and all the time her enemies in
Europe would be exerting more and more
pressure of the kind that gradually but
surely exhausts and kills. The Allies
know their strength and the advantage
given them by the British navy, and they
will not weary of their task, however
long it may take, until German militar-
fsm is utterly crushed.

Germany would welcome peace nego-
tiations today, for she is in a good posi-
tion to dictate terms, having gained so
mauch success in the invasion of the ter-
ritories of Belgium, France, Serbia and
Russia, and we can well believe that she
regards with favor the movements of the
Ford peace party. They are playing her
game. She knows that so long as the
strangle-hold of the British navy is on
the throat of her commerce she must
grow wesker month by month, and her
ability to make satisfactory peace terms,
from her standpoint, will be infinitely
smaller six months or a year hence than
it is now. {

The strength of Germany’s present
position, however, must not be overlook-
ed or underestimated. General Castel-
nau, chief of the French general staff,
very properly points out that it would
be folly to undertake any military ac-
tion on any front without domplete pre-
paration. Because of a lack of prepared-
ness Belgium and part of France were
over-run, and part of Russia and all of
Serbia. These cannot be regained until
the Allies are able greatly to outnumber
the enemy in men and munitions, and
that time has not yet arrived, and be-
cause of this fact the war is prolonged.

But peace talk is wasted at the pres-
ent time. The British, French, Russians
and Italians are as determined to see the
war through to a finish satisfactory to
them as they were when they began to
fight, and not one of them is at all inter-
ested in the peace talk of neutrals whose
battles they are fighting; since this is a
fight for civilization. Blunders have been
committed by the Allies, but when we
think of what Germany set\out to do
and how far she is from its accomplish-
ment there is no room for e pessimistic
view of the whole situation. We have
the men and we can produce the muni-
tions, and only the refusal of men to
enlist; or of men to work in munition
plants could bring disaster to the British
cause. The King of Greece is reported
to have become convinced that Germany
cannot win, and when that conviction
becomes deeper and more widespread in
the Balkan region the conditions there
will become much more favorable for the
Allfes. In the meantime the demand
for more and more men and munitions is
urgent and must meet with a ready re-
sponse.

The French minister of war sald yes-
terday :—“Eighteen months ago France
wanted peace; today she wants war most
energetically, and to that end will use
all her resources.” Britain and Russia
wanted peace eighteen months ago, and
now they also want war to the end that
Prussian militarism may be crushed and
lasting peace assured.

IS IT TO BE CONSCRIPTION?

There are likely to be some further
ehanges in the British cabinet. If even
a modified form of eonscription is adopt-
ed there will probably be some resigna-
tions; and it is reported on what is said
to be good authority that a bill for the
conscription of single young men has
been, approved by a majority of the
members. Apparently Lord Derby’s
plan has not succeeded in bringing single
young men to the colors in- sufficient
numbers, and if there is to be conscrip-
tion it should frst be applied to them.
The London Times says:—

“Few persons ever advocated the prin-
ciple of compulsion for its own sake,
and most people would probably have
Deen glad if the war could have been
won without it But the dominating de-
sire of the country is to win the war,
and if eompulsory recruiting is shown to
be imperative, we believe the nation will
accept it in the same determined spirit it
has shown throughout the conflict. The
need for men has become very real and
urgent.” .

. The Irish and Labor parties are op-
posed to eonscription. but if it is shown

to be absolutely necessary—how can they
continue their opposition? There is, of
course, the chance that the knowledge
that they will presently be forced to en-;
list may within the next few days cause
so many young men to rush to the re—:
cruiting offices that it will not be neces-|
sary to enforce conscription, but that]
does not seem probable. Lord Derby!
has given every man a fair chance; and,’!
if enough men have not been registered
of their own free will, the safety of the
Empire demands compulsion. Until a
full report on the Derby plan has been
submitted, it cannot be stated positive-
ly that the plan has failed; but last
night's cables certainly convey that im-
pression. Its failure would mean partial
consrciption, which in turn may mean
changes in the cabinet.
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THOSE SHELL CONTRACTS.

The Montreal Mail says:—“Major-
General Bertram, chairman of the late
unlamented shell committee, answers his
critics with g statement that, in contracts
of $845,000,000, he had secured prices
$45,000 lower than the estimates of the
War Office. This is an important an-
nouncement, although it would be more
ilvminating in the light of further in-
formation to show the extent of the pro-
fits of the manufacturers of shells in
Canade, especially in the early stages of
the committee’s work. General Bertram
must have known the prices which from
time to time have been allowed by the
British War Office to manufacturers in
Great Britain and the United States, apd

also the prices allowed by the French and | 4o,

Russian governments. If the prices fixed
by the Canadian: Shell Committee ap-
proximated to those paid by Great Bri-
tain and her allies, there would be slight
ground for criticism. What lends weight
to the assumption that extravagant prices
were paid in Canada are the reports of
the profits made by Canadian shell man-
ufacturers ,ranging as high as 150 per
cent. Rumor often takes undue license
with facts, but, without doubt, fanciful
profits have been pade by a numbes of
concerns in Canada, engaged in the man-
ufacture of munitions. It is this fact
which gives point and gravity to the
charges affecting the conduct of the late
Shell Committee. Explanations are in
order, in much greater detail and more
definiteness than General Bertram has|
thus far seen fit to offer.”

THE WINTER PORTS,

A Portland, Me., letter says:—
“The sailings this week were all im-
portant and heavy cargoes of grain were

taken out and the forwarding of horses||f

from this port for the use of the allies
was resumed. The average cargo now is
in excess of 200,000 bushéls and the sail-
ings follow in rapid succession. What-
ever may be the final result of the great-
est of all wars, there is no doubt that
for the time being at least, the export
business of this port will be benefitted.”

St. John would be getting much more
of the winter steamship business if she
had the facilities. The failure of the
government to replace the. Intercolonial
Railway elevator has resulted in loss of
business to this port. There is still no
move to have more elevator space pro-
vided here. Elevators are not built in
a day. What better off will St. John be
next “winter? How much longer will
trade go to American ports that should
come here?

e ———

The military demonstration in St. John
on New Year's Day will be a memorabie
event in the city’s history. How it
wonlsl hearten the lads in the trenhces
if . they could see it.

® ® @ @

The death of Mr. James A. Belyea, K.
C., deprives St. John of a good citizen.
He had an excellent record as a lawyer,
and was a man of kindly and generous
nature. Mr. Belyea did the city good
service in connection with the drawing
up of the new charter, and in the cam-
paign that resulted in the adoption of the
commission plan of government. The

news of his death comes as a great shock | ¥

to a wide circle of personal friends in
the city and province.
® © © @

The Standard rejoices that despite all!
royal commissions and their reports there |
is “not one suspicion of wrong-doing on
the part of the government and its mem-
bers.” Well, they whitewashed Flem-
ming. Will they also whitewash Stew-
art, Robichaud and Sheridan? Will they
prosecute Berry? Will they probe the
hold-up of the liquor dealers? There are
many guarantees of good faith they
could give if they wished. An eager
public awaits the guarantees.

® & ® 9

Capt. Emmerson, Major Anderson,’
Major Markham and others have during
the last few weeks written home telling
of the need of socks and underwear, but
especially socks, for the men in the
trenches. The Soldiers’ Comforts As-.
sociation is laboring to provide what thei
fighting men need in this winter weath-|
er, If there were any who doubted the|
need of such an association, they must!
be convinecd by the appeals direct from |
the officers at the front, that it should)
have received even more generous sup-
port than it has received since its organ-
1zatiop .
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THE UNDEFECTIVES
(By Kathleen Norris.)

eager to part with breath,
He has slipt from the world’s
noises, back to the cool of death.

hot

Sightless and dumb and unhearing, lie |

is done with his days of pain!

|

—And an eager army has risen, aghast

at a baby slain!

Parents — clergymen — doctors—public
debate runs wild

Among hundreds of men &nd women
who know the love of a child.

And their right to dispute his sentence,
which one of us will gainsay?

But what of the other baby, who
of neglect today? i

Not a defective baby, shut in a world of
his own,

But a conscious child, who is
or sleepy, or cold, or alone.

hungry,

A whole, sweet, confident baby, a baby
with eyes and ears,

Who clings like a little soldier to the
scanty hope of the years.

Until in the cruel summer, ;h the win; :

e
|

ter's cold, he goes,
A gallant baby outnumbered by a hun-
dred subtle foes! y

Foes in the milk we give him, foes in
dirt and disease,

Dangers of street and gutter, and great-
er danger than these,

Born of a social system that counts the
rent and the wage,

And keeps the heart of a baby shut up
like a beast in a cage.

1
You, who have risen in protest, call
this a crime if you will!
Or, better, go find a baby, perhaps one
is living still,

Who will not be here tomorrow, whose
battle is nearly done,

Who has lost the unequal struggle for
comfort and food and sun.

Bring back his tiny conviction that the
world is kind and right,
And that hunger and want and fever
are only dreams in the night.
’

And when he is strong and happy, with
his own little place on earth.

Then form your organisation to save the
deficient at birth.

LIGHTER VEIN,

ey

Little Davy is forever asking ques-

ns.
“You'd better keep still or something
will happen to you,” the tired. mother
finally told him one night. “Curosity
once killed 3 cat, you know.”

Davy was so impressed with this that
he kept still for three minutes. Then:—
“Mother, what was it the cat wanted to
know #*

Looked That Way.

“See here, girl, I bring ypu flowers and
candy, while that fellow does practically
nothing for you.”

“He digs bait for me.”

“Bah! So he wants to worm his way
into your affections.”—Louisville Cour-
jer-Journal. ;
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“What's temperature of this
room?” growled Mr. Blowster, after
fl ing for several minutes.

t was only seven}y degrees when you
began to fret and fume,” .
Blowster, without looking at the ther-
mometer, “but I dare say it’s much high-

the

An Immense
-Showing of
Dlamonds

To one not tamiliar with
our rapidly growing stock,
our showing of Diamonds
would come as a surprise.

| When we consider it in com-
Jarison with other years, it
surprises even ourselves.

In the lower prices we are
howing very special value in
the following prices: $10.00,
$15.00, $20.00, $26.00 and
$40.00.

These are the best values
we have ever offered.

A cordial invitation is ex-
tended to you to inspeet our
stock and compare it with
others.

Allan Gundry

79 KING ST.

LININGS

THAT LAST

This is What They Cost Put INTO
YOUR STOVE

8-38 Stoves with water front...$1.00
8-38 Stoves without water front, $5.25
8-20 Stoves with water front....$125
8-20 Stoves without water front, $1.50

Telephone Your Order to.

FenwicK D. Foley
Main 1601 or Main 181711
L"la't let the fire burn thra to thuven]

. You Are Invited to Inspect
VAN GUILDER HOLLOW WALL
DWELLING

(gzﬂt Like a Thermos Bottle)

ng Constructed By Us on Lan.
caster Avenue.

Gandy & Allison

Showroom 3 and 4 Nocth Whaef,

Now
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- A DOOR

-

ECEMBER 29, 1215

CHECK

is now rather a necessity than a luxury on most outside
and iInside doors—it keeps out cold draughts, nolse and
odors, and its field of usefulness Is constantly Increasing.

A door equipped with

THE BLOUNT DOOR CHECK

" can't be slammed or left open—the action is quick, firm and noiseless. This Check

Is universally recognized as the best Liquid Check on the market. We have them
for all kinds and sizes of doors, and the price is moderate. .

|
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WOMEN'S

Black Feit

JULIETS
Prica $1.25

Juliets aré an extremely
comfortable and neat style of
slippers for home wear, They
have flexible leather soles
and broad, sensible heels
with black fur trimming.

TRY THEM!

McRobbie

FOOT FITTERS - KING ST.

| SCIENCE AND THE WAR

AS AFFECTING BRITAI

London, Dec. 12—(Correspondence of
The Associated Press)—Neglect of Sci-
ence is responsible for England’s mis-

takes, according to Professor E. B.
Poulton, of Oxford University. In speak-
ln_gd of science and the great war,” he
sald:

“Nearly all our failures in the present
conflict have been due to the national
neglect of science and the excessive pre-

ASTHMA COUGHS

WHOOPING COUGH _ SPASMODIC CR!
BRON CHIT CATARRH COfD?uP

a Est.1878

A simple, safe and efective trestment avoid-
ll’dru’l- Used with success for 35 years.
he air cerrying the antiseptic vapor, inhaled

with every breath, makes breathing easy,
soothes thesore throat,
and stops the cough,
assuringrestfulnights.

resoleneis invaluable
to mothers with young
children and a boon to
sufferers lromAn;huu.

us prstal
desoriptive booklet

SOLD BY DRUGGISTS
VAPO -
yaro. CuSBLERE Co,

YOUR HOME SHOULD HAVE AN

Alumino Oil Heater

For a room where heat is wanted for a few hours, it is cheaper to
use an Aluminum Oil Heater than start a fire in an ordinary stove.

Have Safety Founts and Burners,

Safe and Free from Odors.
Radiates Heat from Sides as Well as Top.

-~

5

B Prices $3.75 to $8.75 “Ug

A household necessity provided with handles so they can be carried
from room to room.

NOW IS THE TIME TO CHANGE
YOUR RANGE !

Don’t wait till spring to change your range.

Do it now

and get the full benefit of your kitchen. You will have satis-
faction in baking, save on your fuel bill and have pleasure in

cooking.

The cut shows our leading range, The New Champion Steel,
. that has proved a seller. Then in a cute range, The Prince
Crawford holds its own. It is a range well known all over Can-

ada for its baking qualities.

SOLD BY

H. IRWIN, 18-20 "AmamcT sq
s Main 1614 |

AN

We Move Again Next May to 94-96 King Street,
‘which will be our permanent home. When remodeled it will be
THE PICTURE BUILDING.

J. M. Roche & Co., Ltd., 90 King St.

THE KODAK STORE

S

Bread for a change.

Wax Paper Wrapped

Why Bake Bread
in Holiday Time

Take the full pleasure of the Festival season.
Lay aside the bread-board and wuse Butternut
You’ll be charmed with
its distinetive flavor and flaky lightness.

Grocers Sell It

EMERY BROS.

Winter Candy Specialties
Molasses Cream Chewing Bar, Turkish Delight, Chicken Bones, Cocoa
Comfits, Horehound Twist, Fruit Drops and many others now in stock.

Just the right goods to brighten a dull season.

82 Germain St.

—
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dominance in parliament and especially
in the government of the spirit that is
the most antagonistic to science—the
spirit of the advocate.”

The great danger of the lawyer-poli-
tician in times of crisis according to the
speaker, is that he has been accustom-
ed to live in an atmosphere of compro-
mise, of action based on finding a mean
between conflicting interests and of scru
pulous regard for precedent. In war, the
advocate makes the worst possibie
guide. The British government has de-
cided a number of vital issues without
scientific evidence and even then, for the
sake of appearances, has clung to his
mistakes. As the result thousands of
lives have been sacrificed.

As an instance in point, Prof. Poul-
ton spoke of the ignorance of science
on the part of the ministry that had to
be driven into declaring fats, oils and
cotton as contraband. One-third of the
German ammunitions for heavv guns
consists of nitro-glycerine, and fats are
the only source of glycerine.

The speaker pronounced it dangerous
for a country whose prosperity depend-
ed on science to be ruled by politicians
and civil servants, utterly ignorant of
scientifie knowledge. Manufactures are
based on applied science. Great Britain
is a manufacturing country.

While Britain has taken a greater
lead in the development of science than
Germany, science still stands apart in
the general educational scheme. In Ger-
many science is put to every possible
use by the government. German success
in trench warfare has been entirely due
to science. The British government on
the other hand long delayed asking for
and accepting advice on scientific as-
pects of war from men qualified to
speak.

SCARLET FEVER EPIDEMIC
SWEEPS OVER GERMANY

London, Dec. 29—A despatch to the

Exchange Telegraph Company from Am-

¢
sterdam tells of a serious scarlet fever
epidemic in Germany, extending from
Bromberg to some villages in Posen,
where the sickness is unusually acute.

All military hospitals, which have been
requisitioned to deal with the epidamic,
are crowded, and the government meas-
ures, according to the despatch, lave
proved altogether inadequate.

The Bromberg garrison is so overrun
with the disease that it has been evsacu-
ated by one entire regiment.

SKIN TROUBLE ALL
OVER CHILDS HEAD

Like Little Water Blisters, ltched
So Could Not Sleep. Hair All
Dropped Out. Cuticura Healed.

99 Foundry St., Moncton, N. B.—"“My
little girl's trouble started just like little
water blisters on her head, which went all
over her head. They itched so she could
not sleep -at night and she would cry by the
hour and then she would scratch it. I never
had any rest with her night or day she was
so cross and fretful. =She failed in health,
All her hair dropped out.

“I was given a wash for it and a salve
and I used them and they did her no good.
Then I got Ointment which did her
no good. I was told about Cuticura Soap
and Ointment which healed her head in two
months.” (Signed) Mrs. James Fload,
Mar. 11, 1914.

Sample Edch Free by Mail

Cuticura Soap and Ointment sold through-
out the world. For liberal free sample of
each, with 32-p. book, send post-card to
*Cuticura, Dept. D, Bosten, U. S. 4.’ ;
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Have Your
Overshoes and
Rubbers
Ready for the .
Next Snow
Storm

We have a shape for every
style of Toe and Heel, in all
the popular kinds.

' Men's, Women's, Boys',
Girls’, Children's,

Alight, perfect fitting Over-
shoe is a comfortable article
of Footwear,

Mail Orders by Parce! Post.

Francis & Yaughan

19 King Street.

DOLLS, TOYS, SLEDS

AT SPECIAL DISCOUNTS FOR

20 Per Cent, Discount on All Iron Toys
and Sleds, £

Dolls at Reduced Prices, e

Arnold's Department Store,

90 CHARLOTTE ST.
Near Princess Street

COAL and WOOD

Directory :F‘ﬁne Leading
Fuel Dealers in St. John.

COAL!

. FOR GRATES !
0ld Mine Sydney and Cannel '
FOR RANGES AND STOVES

Reserve and Springhill

| FOR BLACKSMITH PURPOSES
| George’s OreeAlxkfydney Slack

e

| AUl Sizes of Best Hard Ooal

RP.&W.F. STARR Lt

49 Smythe St. - 159 Union 3t

Beit Qualify Free Burning
AMERICAN ANTHRACITE COAL
in Egg, Nut and Chestnut Sizes.
Delivered Promptly,

GEO. DICK, 46 Britain St.

Paone M. 1116

[ $5.75 A TON IN BIN

Well screened Minudie Coal, great
value. Heavy, Dry, Softwood Kind-
ling and choice Hardwood. Goods
promptly delivered. A. E. Whelpley,

LBBQ-?LO Paradise row. ’Phone MJ
1227,

GHRISTMAS GREENING!

FIR and PINES

A Choice Line of Crawford’s English
Biscuit.

New Nuts of All Kinds,

Jas. Collins

210 Union St.
Opp_. A_Opera House

FOR SALE

Why buy a good, well made
automobile when you can get
a cheap make-shift for less?
Just substitute the word
“GLASSES” for “AUTOMO-
BILE,” and see how it sounds.
You should have me examine
your eyes and make GLASSES
that will protect them.

Laban C. Sharpe

O terist and Optici
53Y4; Dock Street St. Jobn, N, B,

SAINT :
ANDREW’S
COLLEGE

TORONTO ONT.
i RESIDENTIAL and DAY 9

SCHOOL for Boys. Upper
| ¢
i @
® !

and Lower Schools. Boys
TR 0§ I 6@ SRR

prepared for Matriculation into the

\Universities. for entrance into the

USE i
. WwayY

Royal Military College, and for
Business. Calendar containing full
particulars sent on application.

REV. D. BRUCE MACDONALD
M.A,, LL.D., Headmaster

Re-opens after Christmas va-
cation, January 13th.,, 1916,




