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asenc Tis mwﬁ?‘i’im We wish you a very Merry
Christmas and the best of all
New Years.
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STORE IS CLOSED TO-DAY—CHRISTMAS.

- A Merry Christmas.

; - What a jolly old fellow Santa Claus reaﬂy is, and what

. gladness and joy he has brought to thousands of happy
hearts this morning! Has he not done magnificently for you
this season ? But this store had to help this grand old gift-
king. Had we not helped as we did some ot you might
have been disappointed this-morning. It may interest you
to know that this store—your store—

For This

DELLA | i

C E Y Lo N T E A : drawing attention

The World can be obtained In New York
City et the news stand, St. Denis Hotel,
cor. Broadway and 1lth-streets. .

e ——
DARWIN AND CHRISTMAS,
The New York Sun is pnbl{llln‘,l‘leﬂﬂ
of special articles on the history of great
subjects during the closing century. The
first deals with Bvolution, and.is by Artbur
Russell Wallace, who, still Iiving, shares
with Charles Darwin the glory of estab-
lishing the doctrine of the origin of spe-
cies thru the process of natural selection.
The article occuples a page and more, and
the conclusion reached, and modestly
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AIS VERY CURIOUS HABITS:

.

F The Philadelphia Times,

The following clipped from a German
rediodical shows what was expected of
“ount Waldersee in China: At the moment
when Count waldersee, “High Lord Com-
mander in Bast Asia,” arrives on Chinese
soll; Chaffee, Seymour, the French and
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CANADA’S GREATEST FURNITURE STORE.
B e

ERIT wins. Thoroughness
counts. Earnest work tells.

All these things are made to bend

—Never before servéd so many people and never served them so
well, so promptly, and with such satisfaction.

—Never before delivered so many parcels and had so little reason-

able complaint.

—Never before entertained such large, good-natured crowds, and
made it so comfortable, pleasant and easy for them to get about.

—Never before had such a big staff of obliging and courteous

stated, is:
In like manner Buffon and Goethe
may be sald to have started the ldea,
of organic evolution, more gystematical-
ly, treated lttle later by Lamarck,
but still wlt’mut any discovery of laws
adeguate to produce the results we see
everywhere im wature. 'The subject
then languished till, after 20 years of
observation and research, Charles Dar-
win produced a work which at once
satisfied many thinkers that the long-
desired clue had been discovered. Its

life emanate from one original source sheds
no lght on the great mystery of what life
is. It only intensifies the mystery. So,
while Darwin has presented to the world
the greatest sclentific conception of the
passing century, he does not pretend to dis-
pel or even to simplify the mystery sur-
rounding human existence. And religion
affords us no more satisfactory answer to
the problem than sciénce. The dawn of the

shows Bismarck, Gemeral Lord Roberts,

Pope Leo, the poet Kipling, the ex-officlto
President Kitiger, )irneral Grany, also
General Lee of the Coufederate side, and
England's greatest statesman, W. E.
Gladstone, His Impersonations are made
better by elocutionary efforts, and it may
be saild that Mr. Lee’s entertainmeng ds
a feature of the show.

Nevertheless, there is great entertaln-
ment to be found In the Skating Rexos,
who open the performance with a high-
class unicycle and skatorial novelty. They

Japanese, and the Russian, Austrian and
talian generals will be reduced to positions
of mere automatoms. Their !nmative.ln
the fleld and in matters of administration
Wwill be of the past, while, likewise, the
commanders of the American, Russian,
French, Italian, Japanese and Austrian
fleets will cease consaiting their own judg-
ment and their home government Walder-
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see will dictate their every movement.

And Mr, Conger, the United States Spe-
cial Commissioner, and all the Ambassa-
dors, Ministers and Foreign Consuls in
China will be at the beck and call of Count
Waldersee as much as the military and
naval commanders are,

And, mark, with all his power, Walder-
see is responsible to no one but the Kaiser,
Who, in his turn, is responsible to God Al-
mighty only. At least he says so.

Count Waldersee's first duty will be to
reorgamnize the many contingents in China
that thereafter shall form a whole. Of
course he will reorganize them according
to German or Prussian pattern, the only
one he knows, and which he sid the L
best. Thus the foreign generals good will [ g
to obey the commander-in-chief and their
ability to submit to orders will be sorely
tried from the start, for the Germans have
Innumerable regulations of the martinet or-
der of no practical value. Their disci-
bline fov discipline’s sake ig 8b: trying as
to lead to a great many suicides In the
Fatherland’'s army year after year, yet
Chaffee will have to subscribe to it or get
out if Waldersee says so.

The Kaiser has especially empowered the
cemmander-in-chief to bounce obstreparous
foreign officers of whatever rank they may
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twentieth century sees these two forces,
sclence and religion, still pulling In appar-
ently opposite directions. The doctrine of
“‘peace on earth’ does not harmonize with
the theory of evolution, whose underlying
principle is ‘“‘the survival of the fittest.”
Religion would have peaece and good-will
among men. Science says this is Imposs-
ible. Tife is a struggle, in which the weak
are ruthlessly trampled under foot. ‘‘This
struggle,” says Alfred Russell Wallace, ‘“‘is
manifold in its nature. Individuals of the
same species struggle together for food, for
light, for moisture; they struggle also
against other species having the same
wants; they struggle against every kind of
enemy, from parasitic worms and insects up
to carnivorous animals; and there is a
continual struggle with the forces of na-
ture—frosts, rams, droughts, floods and tem.
pests.”

Nevertheless we have Darwin’s discovery
—and we concede it to be the greatest of
the century—and we have the life and the
teachings of Christ now known te this earth
for nineteen hundred years. Christianity
is old beside Darwinism. It is still a living
force, and evolution, we belleve, I8 a great
scientific truth. Somehow the two must
get along togethier. Man stands In need of
a rule of life even more than he stands In
need of an accounting of variety in species.

are followed by Clara Clark, a unique
monologi who is very good for g wo-
man, die Girard & Co., in a roaring
one-act farce, bring out some beautiful
comedy and introduce some eccentric dane-
ing, in which they can claim to be past
masters, The burlesque of Talbot and
Davidson, as “John De Risky and Henry
Irvin  in Vaudeville,” is a clever
skit, and was appreciated by the large
audlience last: night.

The Smedley Sketch Club,
culdes America’s child artists, Eills
and Edwin Smedley, caught on, and Chas,
Coburn successfully did his best to en.
terfaln the gathering. The YMelrose Bros.,
famous acrobats, conclude a most success-
ful program.

Altogether, Shea’s this week presents Its
patrons with a good Xmas box in the won-

derful program that produces the enfer-
tainment,

acceptance by almost the whole scien-

tific world soon followed; it threw new

light on almost every brancn of re-
search, and it will probably take its
place, in the opinion of future genera-

Uons, as the crowning achievement of

the nineteenth .century.

In a word Darwin is the greatest man
of the century, the greatest man of the
century is an Englishman, his special study
is science, and truth -is his constant com-
panion. 'There is something in all this thag
might make us feel proud of our race and
its performances,

And where, then, is Darwin's message?
That, instead of creation of many spectes,
as the world has been taught for centuries,
tiere has been an evolution of the many
from one primordial form of life. Or, as
Mr. Wallace puts it :

Suffice it to say herc that this theory
of natura] selection—meaning the elim-
ination of the least fit, and, therefore,
the ultimate “survival of the fittest”’—
has furnished a rational and precise ex-
planation of the means of adaptation of
all existing organisms to their condi-
tions, and, therefore, of their transfor-
mation from the series of distinet but
allied species which 2 pled the earth
at some precedings epoch, In tm*sense
it has actually demonstrated the origin
of species,” and, by carrying back this
process step by step into earlier and
earifer geological times, we are able
mentally to follow out the evolution of
all forms of life from one or a few

. helpers.

—Never before had the business to run so sinoothly and the store
service so near perfection,

In every respect we have exceeded all previous efforts, and
we are more than pleased with results.

We wish all our friends, big and. little, old and young,
from far and near, a : ;

Very Merry Christmas.

“T. EATON C¢..

190 YONGE ST., TORONTO,

THOUSANDS OF TURKEYS AND
HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS GIVEN

Benevolent Societies and Large-Hear‘j:d Employers Do Their Best

which in-

at $2, $2.50, $3, $

_ Showing
Shipmen
Spot |

Frencl
Opera F

» Sllk Shirt Walst
mange for choice,

g,.g. French

Humor Worthy of Mark Twain,

The most dramatic event In Winston
Spencer Churchill’s lecture on “The War as
I Baw It"” is where he deseribes that epi-
sode in his escape when tired and hungered
to death he came to a farm house. The
maaper In which Mr. Churchill. describes
how he knocked on one side of the: door
without knowing what fate would do on
the other side, is most graphic. Speaking
of his description, The Springfield Republl
can says: “This part of the narrative was
a capital plece of story-telling, and some of
his humer was worthy of Mark Twain.”
This, coming from an American critle, Is
the highest praise, indeed. A great deal
of Mr. Churchil’s lecture defies transcrip-
tion, because his remarks are so extremel:
apt and clever, and frequently stated wltg

A Piano Speaks

Its own worth, and by its musical speech it either com-
mends or condemns itself in the estimation of the refined
judgment of the musician. In speaking in rich, full
rounded tones it creditably reflects the mind of the

to Make a Merry Christmas—Gifts Reward Faith-

‘ful Year's Work of Employes.

Many a home was made happy and many
2 heart was gladdened this Christmas thrn
the munifience of Toronto's charitable or-
ganizations and genérous employers of la-
bor. ‘Thousands of turkeys were given
away yesterday, thousands of pounds of
provisions were distributed, and hundreds
of dollars were presented to the .needy.
Judging from the extensive distributions,
there will not be a heme ,in Toronto to-
day In which there: is mot plenty of
“good glieer.” ..

During the day the bands of workers
were kept busy handing out gifts to all
those who applied, and in many cases the
presents were taken to the homes.

St. George’s Society.

Exactly at 10 a.m. the doors of St.
George’s Hall were opened, and the surg-
ing crowd, armed with baskets and varipug
kinds of receptacles, made thelr entrancé.
A short service was held, Rev. Canon-
Sweeney officiating, assisted by Rev, Dr
Thomas. The National Anthem was sung,
and then the distribution commenced. - The
army of needy entered the hall. Then
they made thelr way to the basement,
where on presentation of a ticket signed
by the City Clerk and the secretary of the
St. George's Society they obtained their
share of the good things. On securing a
large plece of meat, a quantity of bread
was given, then packages of tea, sugar
and candies. On leaving the hall by the
main door each person was given a sprig
of holly.

Nine Hundred Familieg.

The distribution was continued 'l &
p.m., at which time there had b+ 2. _unded
out 6500 pounds of beef, 1400 oaves of
bread, three barrels of s¥ugar, 250 pounds
of tea, 250 pounds of candies and three
large cases of holly. In all, about- 700
families were assisted.

The committee in charge of the distribu-
ﬁuq were : President, George’ Musson;
first vice-president, John Taylor; second
vice-president, H. S. Pell; third vice-presi-
dent, Dr, Snelgrove; Past Presidents W.
T. Boyd, R. W. Y 4 Sy
G vorgc) Stanway, w‘ului:ﬁ 'Mﬁls:i\yia;:)rlg‘[):::
ley, W. B. Tinaell, J. ¢, Copp, H. Lucas
and Secretary R. W. Barker,

Attended 58 Distributions,

Mr, " Pell, formerly secretary ot the so-
clety, and who is now
Was present. Mr. Pell, who is still ‘hale
and hearty, was bresent at the first distri-
bution made in 1842, when Mr, Waketield
‘vas president, and has been in attendance
-4l every one held since, Mr, Pell delivered
a4 brief address at the dinner tendered to
the Distribution Commiitee at noon hour.

He recalled many pleasant incidents in
<onnection with the society, and told of the
time when President George Musson was
a lad, the latter being a favorite child
with the late Mr, Wakefield.

Irish P, B, Society.

At the office of the Irish Protestant
Benevolent Sociéty, in the Arcade, only or-
ders were dis_trlbuted_ the recipients get-
ting their aliowances at various - stores,

opre arrangements had been made, Many | Dright streamers and owers,
of these orders had been handed out Jdyr- | made a capital

ing the Past week, and, as
crush at the office yesterday
great.
tween $1.25 and $3 each. About $250 worth
of goods was given away to 131 families

The committee who looked after and ar-
ranged for the distribution were : Messrs,
R. B. Hamilton, Ald. Samuel Crane, Fred
Doane, T. D. Delamere, Q. Y
Houston, T. E. Kinnear and Miss Baille

()r_p'hnnx and many men too far advan ‘(')d
in life to do anything for an existence
and a number of men out of employment
Were assisted. «Of the latter class there
were few in comvparison with former years,

A Unique Method.,

The most unique method adopted this
Season for the distribution of (?hr?s;lj]:::
(ljw-r was that of the employes of the firm
of E. & iS. Currie, 58-60 West Wellington-
street. In past years it was the practice to
take up a collection on behalf of the ¥ick
(‘mld.r(»n'h Hospital, and each time a sub-
Btantial sum was collected for this worthy
institution, This year, after various
Schemes had been discussed, it was finally
decided to provide each of the little suf-
Terers with a doll. The dolls were aand-
Somely dressed by the female
each one costuming a doll aftér
ldea. . In all 200 dolls were dressed, the
work engaging the girks for two days. The
material used for the dresses was given
by the firm, who also paid the employes
their wages in full for the time so oeen-
pied. The dolls were placed in the stock-
lugs of the little patients last night by
Sapta Claus.

Each Got a Turkey.

The Toronto Ratlway Company remem-
bered each of their 1400 employes by glv-
ing them a turkey. The fowls were hand-
ed out on Saturday and Monday.

Bach employe of the Consumers’ Gas
Company was glven $2, the total amoyunt
expended being $800.

N The single men employed in the Ames-
) Holden Co. were given §1 each, while the
/ benedicts received turkeys. ‘In this way

§200 and several hundred turkeys were glv-
en to the men,

The employes of the Bennett & Wright

(‘u: each received a plump turkey.

The 50 employes of the Central Press
Agency each got a bird from thelr popu'ar
employer, Mr. Fred Diver.

Turkeys Galore.

Several hundred turkeys and $300 in ~agh
were distributed among the employes of
the Standard Fuel Co,

Presents In the form of rewards were giv-
en to the employes of Cohen Bros. About
$1000 in this way was distributed.

The employes of the Bertram Engipe
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Works Co. had a holiday yesterday, and wil
have another to-day. Work will be resumed
to-morrow ‘mornping.

Turkeys were given to those employed in
the Kemp Manufacturing Co. Also a sum
of money was divided among the workmen.

Everybody Was Generous.

The married men in the Canadian Express
Co. each received a big turkey, while cash
was given to those who are still single men.

G'fts in the form of provisions were given
té) the many employes of the Christie, Brown

0.

The workmen of the Conger Coal Co. were
made happy by receiving turkeys.

The pay envelopes handed out this week
to the employes of the Allan Manufactur-
ing Co. were larger than usual.

An increase in salary was the gift of the
Western Assurance Co. to their employes.

Turkeys and money were given to the
men who work for the Davies Co.

The heads of the departments in the G.
H. Hees, Son & Co.’s tactory were all gen-
erously remembered. The employes were
given a half-holiday yesterday, and also re-
celved their salaries, which were not due
for some days hence.

Even the Office Boy.

All the married men in thé employ of the
Otto Higel Co. were given turkeys, and the
single workers down to the little office boy
received $1 each.

Mr. J. M. Livingston, on the occasion of
his approaching marriage, was presented
with- a handsome gold watch by the em-
ployes of the Minerva Manufacturing Co.,
with which firm he has been cognected for
many years as a traveler. Mr. Louis Cleg-
horn made the presentation.

Mr. Kdward Thomas, a popular employe
of the Christie, Brown Co., was glven a
handsome umbrella by his fellow-workmen,
An umbrella was also sent to Mrs. Thomas.

Other Remembrances.

The lady employes of Miss M. Franklin,
1115 West Richmond-street, remembered her
many kind acts during the year by present.
ing her with a handsome gold brooch of
chaste design.

Several hundred baskets of good cheer
were distributed among the poor of the con-
gregation of Bfoadway Tabernacle by the
members of the Epworth League.

A dinner will be given to the poor chil-
dren of the city by the Saivation Army on
New Year's
iree entertainment,

This morning at 9.30 a free breakfast will
be tender>d to destitute men in St. An
drew’s Institute, 80 Nelson-street.

Working Boys’ Home,

There was no lack of Interest at the
Working Boys' Home at Gould and Church-
streets .ast night, when about 50. boys were
Dade veciplents of bandsome and useful
bresents in the way of books, shippers and
other articles of wearing apparel. A ;ro-
gram of voca and instrumentai music was
rendered by. the inmates of the Home.
Short speecies were made by Prof. George
Wrong, R. S, Baird, Mrs. A. W. Ross and
Miss K. Scott of the Board of Management,
Mr. 8. G. Smith, Superintendent of the
Home, presided.

At the General Hospital.

There wuas a merry tme at the General
Hospital last night on the occasion of the
annual Coristmas tree entertainment,
Nearly 100 ot the patients gathered in 1ge
theatre of the Hospital where the enter-
tginment took place. A large tree, heavily
ladén down wita presents of all de crip.
tions, was placed in the centre of the .he-
atre, walca was prettily decorated with
Dr. Cardor
Santa Claus, and in this

a result, the| Very important role created much amuse-
t was not so| ment,
The orders issued amounted to be.- !

with the assistance of the other
uiembers of the house staff, Dr. Carder
distributed the gifts, a present being giv-
€n to every patient in the Hospital. Dur-
ing the evening speeches were made by
M.. Walter 8, wee, Chairman of the Board
of Trusiees, Mr, Blaikie and Dr. O'Reilly,
Mrs. Hamilton was also present.
The hospitul has been decorated with
and preseats a
Pielty appearance. .

Knights Templar.

The local Knights Templar met yesterday
in the Temple Building and sent the fol-
lowing greedings to Hou. Senator J. V. El-
lis, Grand Master, at St. John, N.B.: “A
Merry Christmas, and may the coming cen-
tury fulfil the golden promises of peace on
earth and good-will toward men, From
Geoffrey De St, Aldemar and Cyrena Pre-
ceptories. (Signed) John W. Jones, George
1. Riddell.”

PROFIT-SHARING RETURNS.

Employes of Burn_e Mills in Massa-
chusetts Get Between $2 and
$15 To-Day.

Fall River, Mass., Dec. 24.—The employes
of the Bourne Mills, who are entitled to a
part in tlie profit-sharing plan in use by
the corporation, to-day received a bonus of
3% per cent. on the wages earned from June
9 to Dec. B of this year. This is the twenty-
third semi-annual dividend paid by
the corporation under this plan, It 'wil!
net more to the participating operatives
than usual, from the fact that a high scale
of wages has been in use since December of
last year, and steady employment has been
given. The amount each participant will
receive for Christmas from the profit-shar-

ing plan varies from $2 to $15,

Cars Over Chaudiere Slides.
Ottawa, Dec. 24.~Electric cars crossed
the bridges over the slides at the Chaadiere
to-day for the first time since the big fire
on April 26. Ordinary vehicular traffic wilj
not be resumed for some time yet.

Cigar Cases, very fine and gt low prices.
Alive Bollard, 199 Younge-street.

The anaual meeting of the Commereia}
Travelers’ Association of Canada will be
held” in St. George's Hall on Thursday
next, commencing at d o’clock.

Day, followed by a Christmas |

primordial forms. Natural selection has
thus supplied that motive power of
change and adaptation that was want-
ing in all earller attempts at explana-
tion, and this has led to its very general
acceptance both by naturalists and by
the great majority of thinkers and men
of science.

But, when this has been said, Mr, Wal-
lace gets not much further :

The point especlally to be noted here
is that evolution, even'if it is essentlal-
ly a true and complete theory of the
ubniverse, can only explain the existing
conditions of nature by showing that
it has been derived from some pre-exist-
ing conditlon thru the action of known
forces and laws. It may also show the
high probability of a similar dertvation
from a stlll earlier condition; but the
further back we go the more uncertain
must be our concluslons, while we ean
never make any real approach to the
absolute beginnings of things. Herbert
Spencer and many other thinkers be-
fore him have shown that if we try to
realize the absolute: nature of the sim-
Eeat phenonfena, ‘we ‘are ‘inevitably

Oded either in 3 @ontradiction or in
some unthinkable proposition. Tbns,
Stppose we ask, Is matter infinitely di-
wisible, or is it not? If we say it Is,
we cannot think it out, since all In-
finity, however M mAay be stated in
words, is really unthinkable.

If we say there is a limit—the nilti-
mate atom—then, as ali size is compara-
tive, we can Imagine 4 being to whom
this atom seems as large as an apple,
or ever a house does| to us; and we
then find It quite unthinkable that this
mass of matter should in its nature
absolutely indivisible evén by an infinite
force. It follows that 311 explanations
of phenomena can onlv be partlal ex-
planations. They can Itform us of the
lagt change or the last series of changes
which broughbt about the actual condi-
tions now existine, and they ean often
enable us to prediet future changes to

. a limited extent: .but hoth the infinite
past and the remote future are alike
beyond our powers. - Yet the explana-
tions that the theory of evolntion gives
ns are none the less real and none the
leds important. especially when we com-
pare its teachings with the wild gness-
es or the total Ignorance of the think-
ers of earlier ages.

So the last Christmas of the nineteenth
century sees the world still groping for the
truth. We are still as far as ever from
solving the eternal why, whence and whi
ther. There seems to be light all round
us, but not a single beam to illuminate the
dark mystery of the why and wherefore of
human existence. We have wrested many
wondrous secrets from Nature, and many
mighty truths will yet be unfolded to us,
but there is a darkened chamber to which
admittance is absolutely denled us. We
perceive the door very clearly, but it is fast-
ened as with ten thousand bolts, to remove
which we are as helpless as is a hill of ants
to remove a mountain. If ever mankind is
to get a glimpse of the great beyond, it
must be thru inspiration. Sclence has given
up the quest. The theory of evolution seems
to lead us up to the bolted chamber, but
as we approach it we are only the more
convinced that the chamber is eternally
closed to us. The fact that all forms of

e

It's enough to wear any ome out.
First it's washing, in damp and draft.
Then it’s ironing with the hot stove and
the hard work to endure. And in be-
tween whiles, meals to get, house 'to
clean, and children to tend. It's bad
enough for a well woman but for a weak
woman it's slow torture. Dr. Pierce’s
Favorite Prescription cures the diseases
of the delicate organs which weaken
women. It makes weak women strong
and sick women well.

Sick women are invited ;o ;onsult Dxl-l
Pierce by letter, free of charge.- A
correspondence strictly private. Address
Dr. R. V. Pierce, Buffalo, N. V.

“My health is the best now that it has been
for four years,” writes Mrs. Phebe M: , of Ira,
Ca; Co., N. Y., Box 52. "I have taken but
two tles of your medicine, ‘Favorite Pre-
scription’ and " Golden Medical Discovery.’
These medicines have done me more than
all that I have ever taken before. Before I took

ur medicines I ‘:,u sick in b:d nlenrlv ha‘lf the

2 dn’t work only abou

g Ie o.o-u; :ov loe::ywotk all the time for a
g‘;i of four. My advice to all who are troub-
led with female weakness is to take Dr. Pierce’s
Favorite Prescription and ' Golden Medical Dis-
covery *—the most wonderful medicines in the
world.”

Dr. Pierce’s Pleasant Pellets sweeten
the breath,

geously, the scenery being

drama.
enacted by James Horne, Edgar Foreman
and Charles B. Waite.

isn’t the best of nights for the box office,
yet last night the audience was up to the
usual
seemed to find any amount of enjoyment,

of the
Glyndon’s
and
and hated his wicked brother; laughed at
the misfortunes of
Ned,and felt rather the same way towards
Naomi

‘Webster
thoroly deserved the love and admiration
of even such a pretty Naomi as Hiss Meta

der considerable difficulty because of a
bad cold, is an excellent Owen Glyndon;

unknown in town, but is not as good as
he was when here befare, because he. is
unable to manipulate theé piano.
due to his foolish monkeying with a gun,
w hich

and present.”
Apare any imitations with his effort. He

It is better to have both, and both we have,
as a matter of fact. If Darwinism is the
glory of the century, Christianity has been
the mainstay of many centuries, and some-
how the two must find, as they are finding,
a way to march together for the century

Kellar is a Wonder.

Kellar, the prince of maglclnps./o?é ed a
week’s engagement at theﬂh‘nﬂ"fﬂst/neven-
ing, and delighted and astonished his aundi-
ence beyond measure. His is, without doubt,
the most marvelous show of the kind, sur-
passing any effort at description. It must
be seen to be appreciated. Kellar's per-
sonality Is so sympathetic with his :work
that after a while one comes to tmx;?_xmt
to him nothing is impossible, but t his
deceptions will presently transform #il in
the house Into subjects of his bewildering
art. Mrs. Kellar's beauty and affinity
round off the {llusive possibilities of wonder-
working, and bring what may for want of
a better word be called stage magic close
enough to the human propensity that ac
cepts the supernatural theory when the
Senses are utterly baffled.

Kellar's program is as varied as it is in
explicable. Several times he throws things

such emphasis of manner as belongs only
to the speaker, and not to the irresponsive
black and white.

The Mendelssohn Choir.

The Executive Committee of the Men-
delssohn Cholr desire to announce in con-
nection with their approaching concert that
the entire section of seats allotted to sub-
scribers at $1.50 has been subseribed for,
and that no further subscriptions at that
price will be received.

Entire Orchestra.

The entire orchestra accommodation of
the Toronto Opera House has been resery-
ed for Thursday night's performance of
“Siberia” by the friends of Private F. A.
Lake of “B” Co., QO.R. A banquet will
be Leld after the performance at the Tem-
ple Cafe,

B SHD CHRISTMAS WAS THIS

—ieen

Twelve-Year-Old Frank L. Harvey
Was Leading His Little Brothers
and Sisters

WHILE WAITING FOR SANTA CLAUS.

The Father Was Preparing a Christ-
mas Tree When Frank Fell to
His Death,

New York, Dec.24,—Christmas cheer gave

to the audience, chocolates in handfuls,
roses in basketfuls, oranges by the gross.!

They are all the best procurable, and those
into whose hands they fall will prize them
not a little, The ladies in the audience
last evening must have thought Mr. Kellar
the most generous of magicians. Aladdian
and his wonderful lamp were not in it. |

As to the artistic merit of the perform-|
ance, the hypnotic scene, “The Levitation |
of Princess Karmae,”” the “Cassandra Pro- |
paganda,” “How to Get-Rid of a Wife,” |
*“The Marvelous Hindoo Clock,” *‘The Sim. |
la Seance,”” and the projection of Princess |
Karnac from cage to cage, all in “the
strongest light,are performances that rather
invite the attention of scientific than credu. |
lous minds. |

The feats of thought transference of Mrs. |
Kellar come particularly within the scien-
tific domain. Walter Barwick and Mrs. |
Cawthra, who went on the stage last even-
ing as a committee of the aund ence, left it
with faces looking like Chinese or Hindoo
puzzles.

Kellar will have a special
Christmas
Saturday.

{

matinee. on
Day, and -the regular matlnee‘.
|

Siberia at the Toronto. |
Christmas week was opened at the To-
routo Opera House by the presentation of
Bariley Campbell’s grand spectacualar
drama, “Siberia,” giving a description of
Nibhilism in Russia and of the consequences
resulting therefrom. The play is divided
into six acts, each one staged most gor-
exceptionally
well conceived. There is a large cast, be-
sides the attendants necéssary to a military |
The principal roles were very wel!

Of the ladies, Miss
Eugenia Besserer and Miss Florence Lytell,
as the daughters of the Jew publican, sus-|
tained their roles to perfection,

An amusing specialty was introduced by]
Miss Julla West and Mr. Foreman. The |
play is a strong one, the interest being sus-
tained thruout, and the whole cast acting|
26 one harmonious whole. ‘‘Siberia” wirl |
be repeated every evening this week, with
matinees to-day, Thursday and Saturday.

Black Flag at the Princess,
There seems to be a good deal in these|

old-time melodramas which not only ren-
dered them prime favorites in their day, |
but
passing of years, and even in these days, |
when scores of new plays come along to
entertain,
just as much
“The Black Flag,” this week’s bill at the

which ‘successfully wktlfstands the

aiidlence with
And

appeals to an
force as ever it did.
Christmas

Princess, is no exception. Eve

Monday evening attendance, hnd
It showed due and generous appreciation
different parts; applauded Harry
manliness; was first annoyed
then sorry for his mistaken father,
Lazarus; loved little
and Topsy Carroll.
these parts are well
is frank,

All taken.

free and natural,

Jack
and

Maynard. Mr. George Robinson, tho un-

Lewis Bresen successfully shows how vil-|
lainous a man can be; little Miss Blancke |

pathetically gives the other side of hu-
man nature; Robert Evans, even if a trifie |
shy on the lingo, is a ecapital Lazarus, and |
Miss Desmonde as

Topsy and Osbornpe |
Searle as Scarum are a well-mated pair.
There is g matinee to-day.

Christmas Week at Shea’s.

Shea’'s Theatre gives its patrons a Xmas
box this year in Charles R. Sweet, as
*the tramp and the burglar.” He is not

This 1s

went off and knocked off one of
his best piano fingers.

The feature of the show is Mr. Henry
Lee, who impersonates ‘“great men, past
It would be bard to com-

jway to darkest gloom

in the household
of Mr, and Mrs, Frank L. Harvey, at No.
551 Bast One Hundred and Thirty-sixth-
street, last night, and instead of dancing
gleefully around a Christmas tree their
father was putting up for them, seven !it-
tle ones spent the evening w=22ping at the
bedside of their 12-year-old brother Frank,
who had fallen from a second-storey win-
dow and fractured his skull.

Mr. Harvey was going to play Santa
Claus for his children. “Ran mt and
play,” he had said to-them, ‘‘while I have
a talk with old Santy, and as soon as I
have done I. will call you all in to see
him.”

Out of the house romped al! eight of
the children, Frank, the eldest, in the
lead. They were bubbling aver with child-

ish enthusiasm, and proudly boasted be- |

fore their little playmates in the srrest that
Santa Claus was coming to their house two
days before he would visit the other little
boys amd girls in New York. %

They dared not go far away, and it was
while they were playing in the hoase of a
neighbor, at No. 545 East One Hondred
and Thirty-sixth-street, that ‘ittle Frank
stepped from the window and fell headlong
to the hard cement floor of the cellar.

The Christmas party abruptly came to an
end. Mr. Harvey was fastening the pre-
sents on the Christmas troe :n ais Far.nr
when the news was brought *o hin tuat his
boy was dying while awaiting the cowing
of Santa Claus.

Frank was not restored to cvonsonsness,
At the advice of a physician he was takcn
to the Harlem Hospital, where It was said
last night that he would pobab’y dla,

—
Hurricane Cost $12,000,000,

Washington, Dec. 24.—Gen. Davis, when
scen at the War Department concerning
the report by Dr. Williams, a contract sur-
geon in the department of Pueérto Rico, set.
ting forth anm appalling state of affairs
among the coffee planters of the tsland, said
that from his knowledge of affairs in that
section of Puerto Rico he should charac-
terize Dr. Willlams' statement as much
overdrawn and exaggerated. v

That there was suffering in the coffee
pianting seciion of the country, the general
said he had no doubt,for the losses to plant.
ers caused by the big hurricane have
amounted to $12,020,000.

R SRS A ke w
Home for Christmas.

Mr. R. J. Score of the firm of R. Score &
Son, high-class cash tailors, has returned
home. He visited ,the leading woolen men
in the British markets, and has purchased
a magnificent range of nowvelties for the
spring “rade.

HAVE HAD THEIR DAY.

Local Treatments for Catarrh Rele-
gated to the Rear,

The surest and safest treatment for any
form of Catarrh is an internal remedy
which acts sgpecifically ‘upon the bhlood
and mucous membranes. Such a remedy is
the new preparation sold everywhere by
druggists as Stuart’s Catarrh Tablets, a
medicine in pleasant tablet form.

These tablets contain in highly concen-
trated form well known germ antiseptics
like sanguinaria, guaiacel, red gum and
similar curative elements, and no one who
suffers from any form of catarrb and has
experienced the inefficiency and inconven-
ience .of powders, sprays and inhalers will
ever go back to such antiquated remedies
after once trying so pleasant a treatment
as Stuart’s Catarrh Tablets, and one which
gives so much relief in so short a time,

Druggists sell Stuart’s Catarrh Tablets at
fifty cents for full sized package, and their
daily use will effectually cure this trouble-
some and dangerous disease.

The danger from catarrh is that it is a
short road to consumption, to chronic stom-
ach catarrh and,to catarrh of liver and kid-
neys.

Most cases of deafness are caused from
stoppage of the eustachian tube as a result

|

i

of catarrh, 4

loid, and the term of obstreperousaess is
véry elasti, according to Prussian notions,
Several years ago Walderseé himself was
bounced by the Kaiser because he dared 10
differ with His Majesty on a strategic ques-
tion. The Kaiser was 'n the wrong, but
Waldersee was discipined out of Merlin
and forced to accept an lnferior post 1n
Altona just-the same.

During the battles around Tien Tsin the
German contingent carried S0 pounds of
equipments per head, if Waildersee secs
our American troops he might think them
too free and easy and command changes in
their accoutrements. When the late om-
peror Frederick, then Crown Prince Fred-
erick Wilham, hurrying his troops 10 the
battlefield of Koenigegratz, allowed the
luen to open a button on the neck of their
uniform, he was roundly criticized by all
the generals, who suggested that he would
next “permdt his men to go half naked.”

Waldersee's power doesn’t touch a for-
eign - commander’s standing at howme of
course, but he can put an absoiute stop to
any man’'s military’ cd¥eer in China. ‘This
he may do by a e of the pen, or by -
appointing & court-magtial.

1T'he press in Germany i already bewail-
Ing the possibility that the German con-
tingent may be too much exposed and that
good German blood may be spilt for the
beuefit of other nations. The Katsar's
\atest decision that Waldersee shall have
bower to dispose of the foreign troops as
he pleases puts an end to these anxieties,
for he may ordep his “‘allies’” to the firing
line every time and save the Germans for
his bodyguard. 'That was a favorite trick
of the first Napoleon, whose allies were
forever complaining that he used their men
for gun fodder. »

America has superior means and oppor-
tunities for provisioning her troops. Her
sanitary department, fresh from the Span-
ish experiences, ought to be superior to
that of any other army. Still, Waldersee,
according;.to the official papers, will re rga-
nize all the foreign comiissariats and sani-
tary departments, The Reichstag must be
called together sooner or later to sit on the
Chinese question, to approve:sof the ex-
penditure already imcurred and to grant
or refuse new credits. If it refuses to
endorse the Kaiser's unconstitutional
ccurse, Waldersee may compel the allies
to feed his soldiers, for he will be mas.or
of thelr resources. At the same time it
Is admitied that he knows no more about
China than whatever anybody can gather
from books: that he has never been under
fire and has never commanded even a regi-
ment in battle.

Duelling is a péculianity of the Prussian
army service—a great many capable office s
are deprived of their lives, or of their
health and ability to continue in the profes-
sion of arms, by reason of his foolish and
criminal custom, while a good many others
are:infamously dismissed because of a re-
fusal to fight. For Iinstance, some pol-
troon who is rather handy with his swords
or pistols calls a brother officer, not so
well skilled, a lar or something of the sort.
Whether his charge against the insulted
party was wanton or not cuts no figare,
the aggrieved man must turn himself 'nto
a target for the ruffian—such is Piussian
army law, which Waldersee may press upon
the foreign contingents if he sees fit. The
very fact that American officers don't be-
lieve In duels may be an Incentive for their
l‘r&ssmu comrades to force the obnoxious
custom upon them.

Tho against orders many Prussian officers
discipline their men for slight offences
sword in hund, a hundred or more :jer-
Ian soldiers are annually killed by su-
perfiors—the usual charge being that they
failed to pay the prescribed honors, Ger-
man command superseding American, there
Is grave danger of conflict between Prns-
sian officers and American soldiers; who
may fail to treat thom as demigods, for a
Prussian army regulation says that the offi-
cer to whom absolute obedience is refissd
must knock down the offender with his
sword.

The Germans have declared over and
over again that they will wage war like
Bavages, or as the Russians are doing, and
the foreign coutingents under Waldersee
will have to follow suit, of course. All of
Waldersee's staff officers carry strychnine
pills to poisen themselves in case they fall
into the enemy’s hands. They don’t want
to be made prisoners. and themselves will
give no pardon. That word is not in Wal-
dersee’s vocabulary. To fortify his position
he has asked a* German professor his opin-
lon in the matter. Here it is, and, as
might be expected, it fully indorses the
Kaiser's speeches: P

‘“The laws and restrictions of legitimate
warfare do not apply to the present expedi-
tion in China,” says Dr. Herman Rehm,
professor of law at Erlangen University,
“for the expedition js nothing more seri-
ous than armed intervention. That being
the case, there are no laws of humanity
and no restrictions which our soldiers are
bound to respect, and. which the rules of
legitimate warnfare impose upon civilized
nations. Every enemy, whether heis sick,
“;io:mded or begs for pardon, may be kill-
ed.”

To this the Russians, Japanese and Ital-
‘ans will probably agree without much ado,
as they naturally incline to cruslty, but
what about the men whose greatest modern
warrior said: ‘Let us have peace” ?

The fleets, as well as the armies, of the
different Buropean countries and of Amer}-
ca stationed within Chinese waters are
within . the sphere of Count Waldersee's
influence and power. He is the lord ad-
miral, whose flag all the ships’ top gallants
must fly. When the Kaiser went hunting
for Waldersee sapporters the navy wasn't
wmentioned, at least not in the offictal de-
spatches, but there is an agreement to
make this géneral of horse admiral-in-chief
of all the powers, according to the official
German press. Even if we sent Dewey and
Schley to Ohina they would have to take
orders from Waldersee.

R ————— ]

This -imhu honenrybof of the genuine
Laxative Tablets
the remady that cures a cold in ome day

master artisan who, blending his artistic thoughts

with the material, produces such soulful harmony.

In

the anxiety of seeking an instrument such as described
do not fail, through weariness.or any other cause,
to bring within your view and touch the

“WILLIAMS ”’

—PIANO—

and make it to speak its own Worth and commend
itself to your best judgment, and when this has been
done you may make very.easy terms of payment in
securing the desire of ypui‘ musical taste.

SPECIAL—We will offer to=day a Piano of

a'well=known Canadian make
fol‘........’.........'r...,d.......

$185

i

Respond Quickly for this Bargain.
Open Evenings During Ghristmas Holidays.
fo e s e et ]

THE R. S. WILLIAMS & SONS|

GOMPANY, LIMITED

143 Yonge Street,

MANUFACTURERS OF PIANOS AND MUSICAL MERCHANDISE

Toronto.
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Why suffer

everywhere.

$
i

from
Rheumatism? The
Magi CaledoniaSprings
Waters are noted For
their cure. Seethe word
MAGI on every bottle.

Sold by best dealers
ed7

Fl_re

3

Gas_—=

Radiators

Finished in Nickel

and Bronze

Four tubes, fitted with eight
improved burners, guaran-
* teed to heat a room 12x14

feet,

$3l50l

Smaller sizes from $1. 50 up,

Fred Armstrong,

2us 277 Queen Street West.

Nervous Debility,

Exhausting vital drams (the effects of
early follles)thoroughly cured; Kidney ang
Discharges,
ililng Man-

Bladder affections,

ed to cure you.
tion free.
Hours—9 a.m. to 9 p-m;

Unnatural

Syphilis, Phimosis, Lost or Fa
hood, Varicocele, Old Gileets and an dis-
eases of the Genito-Urinary Organs a Spe-
cialty. It makes no difference who has fail-
Call or write.
Medicines sent to any address.
Sundays, 3 to ¥
p.m. Dr. Reeve, 335 Jarvis-street, soutn-
east corner Gerrard-street, 'Toronto. 246

Consuita-

ance rates.

our system and devices.
Write us for particulars.

'

Do You Fear

The International Head

. Have your buildings equipped
with Automatie Sprinkiers and save
from 30 to 70 per cent. on insur-

Insurance companies approve of

W. J. McGUIRE 8 GO.,
Toronto and Montreal. 246

White
Curtains

ﬂuﬂY¢

Blankets

appliances for
scientific methods,

Standard Star
lL,aundry Co.,
36

+ + « » Limited,

made sweetly clean and

properly and thoroughly
washed. We have special
treating
these goods by the latest

302, 304 AND 306 CHURCH STREET

L0OD POISON

Have You st oo P Sorgcn
ng! Write
DY CO,,

1L, for fs of

L
Ulrers in Mouth, &B-OFS' il

COOK REME

335 Masonic Temple, Chi
cures. 000, w.’

o cases. We have cured
cases in 15 to 35 days. lmp:geaooklr

solicit

&’ most
the ‘ worst
ree ed

PUMP WORKS

Rams, Grain Grinders, etc.

DUGGAN'S FINEGAN

Wood and Iron Pumps, all sizes and
makes. Agents for the celebrated '
Ideal an@l Steel King Windmills,
Water Tanks, Iron Pipes, Hydraulic

582 Yonge St., Toronto

Mail orders prom

JOHN CA

- King Street—Op

AN ECHO 0

AFTER FO

Peter Austin, Co
ing His H
.~ Chanece

Poughkeepsie, N.

ing and denylng a

TWO0 HUNDRE

Pressed Steel
stroyed by
About
Jollet, IlL, Dec.
Steel Works, one o
in Joliet, was near}
to-day. The plant
machinery, ch |
The loss i

dollars,

out of work,
It is impossible t
and Insur:
It 1s thought all ti
$100,000, iz ruined

3‘- em;fsxdce‘:b
SMALLPOX

Louisville, Ken
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Death Rate
Loulsville, Ky.,
Journal to-day say
ation in Green Co

State Board of Hea
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An
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York,

Wabsash Santa
Cal
Only three days a
to Southern Califo]
contemplating a t
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new route. Passer
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next evening at 9.
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fornia Limited, lea
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route from Canada
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