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days before tlie suspension of flsliing. I.') tons of cliinooks, ctiuivalent to ovor .'(.(KM)

lish, were landed at oiu^ cuinicry in Astoria. Taking the season through, the yt'arwas

the best one for gill nets in a long time. According to .Mr. Kinney, many gill net

crows took l.'i tons of lish, and (Uie caught IT.^ tons, e(|uivaleiit to over 1,7(M» flsh.

The catch of blueback salmon in traps had been unn.sually large up to the time

of the writer's visit (.Iune.22), and advices received after the .suspension of tiie flshery

reported a general ctuitinuance of the run. Some <laily calclu's of single nets and sets

of nets in .hinc were larger than coriespttnding weekly lifts during tlie jirevitms season.

The season's run was saiil to have been larger than for (Ive or six years. In the upper

river, notwitiistanding the destrn<^tion of wheels by high water, the catch of lilu«'baeks

was at times almost unjuieoedented. The yield of steelheads was also large.

The catch of chinook salmon in traps watt, however, remarkably small. Up to

June 22 .scmie trai)s had take>i only 2(M) pouiuls of chiiiooks, and during tlu^ whole sea-

son the (puintities of chinooks obtaiiu'd in this way were much below the average.

The i)rices agreeil on by the canners and flsiiermen of the lower river were "> tents

a pound for chinooks, 4 cents a jtound for blueba«'ks, and 2 cents a i)ound for steel-

heads. The comlition of the industry on .June lii is thus ileseribed in a disiiatchliom

Astoria, laiblished in the Or'c(joHian, of Ptirtland, on June 16:

Tlie run (if milmoii hn« improved jiroiitly, iiinl tin) ciitih of the )(>II-»Bt men ti>-(lii,v was t;'"«'iiter

than fcir any itay in tlio liintory of tlio caiinin); linsincHs lor iiiaiiy yearH [lOdt. Diiriii;; llie wuriu anil

|>loa>taiit wtMitber of ,he last ten ilayH liiimlmlH of huata vmild lie houu out nroiind the Jotty, Tlic

siU'cesM of the t{ill-net men does not, however, mean that their reeeiplB are in exeess of those of tho

corresponding time last year. As yet the traps liave yielded lint snnill retnrns, while seininir is oat of

tho (juestion, owing to the high water. Cannery men elaim that while the gill uetsniay take eiiongh

lish to pack 1U(),0<K) eases mor.t than werepaeked last year from the sainu sonrees of snpply, the short-

age in roceijits from seines, traps, and tish-wheels will reach fully 2(H),00() e.iseg. Tliis view of the

situation is liiirne ont liy the fact that orders for over 50,0(1(1 eases are known to have heen eaiK'elod

(luring the past two weeks.

I5y the end of the mouth the estimated shortage was considerably reduced, and
as the season wore on it beiiame apparent that instead of a shoitjvge there would be

a larger pack than in IS!).'?.

The canneries operating* in the Columbia basin in 1894 numbered 24 and were
located as follows:
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