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can nations. Discoverers, indeed, must limit their

pretensions b}' rivers or nioiiiitiiiiis wliieli they rcacli,

;ind adjacent States must fix their boundaries as tliey

•an agree. Nevertlieloss, all contiguous iStates have

mutual and intimate relations, wiiich require harmony,

if not concert, between them. Upon these their citi-

zens can consult with each other without giving just

cause of ofl'ense. I have heard in Victoria regrets of

an abatement in industrial enterprise in the province,

resulting from a disai)pointment of high-wrought ex-

pectations of gold mining on the Frazer river. These

regrets have seemed to indicate something of despond-

ency. It is not a special object of my present journey

to study British Columbia. The real object is to study

the Pacific coast region of the American continent,

with more particular reference to the United States.

With this purpose I left the sea at Cape Flattery,

passed through the Straits of Juan de Fuca, traversed

Puget Sound and Washington Territory, and thence

made my way by the interior passages tlirough the

waters of British Columbia to the sixtieth parallel in

Alaska. At o time was I ha/dly beyond hailing dis-

tance from the mainland ,and yet my excursion was a

continuous voyage of one thousand two hundred miles,

through one cojistant and beautiful archipelago, i oc-

casionally looked up the continental rivers far enough

to see that mainland and islands uniformly presented

the same features—features which indicate the pres-

ence of the precious as well as the baser metals in the

mountains, fishes abounding in the seas, furs abounding

in the lands and waters, and evergreen forests, useful

for all the purposes of land and naval architecture,

still more abounding. 'J his whole region I found

to be unique and inseparable in regard to the de-


