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side of the Upper Colorado valley, the greatoMt depth of snow wan,
among the pines and a>^pt'us, on thi ridges aliout two and a h.ilf

feet, and in the valU'vs ai)oiit six iix-lies. 'i'he atmo^jphere ir. tuo

cold and dry for much siiuw, and tiie valleys, protvi-led by tho
mountains, are comparatively free fnim it, and warm. We hero
found villages of Utah Indians in tiieir wintering ground, in little

valleys along the foot of the liigliest nu)untains and bordering the
more open country of the Colorado valley. Snow wa^ hero
(December 25) only a few inches deep

—

the grass generally appear-
ing above it, and there being none under trees anil on southern hill-

sides.

The Inu'ses of the Utnlm were living on the range, and notwith-
standing that they were used in hunting, were in excellent condition.
One which we had occasion to kill for food hatl on it altout two
inelies of fat, being in as good order as any butlalo we had killed

in November tm the eastern i)lains. Over this valley country

—

about 150 miles across—the Indians informe<l us thai snow falls

only a few inches in depth, such as wo saw it at tin- time.

The immediate vidley of the Upper Ct»lorada for about U)(» miles

in breath, and from the 7th to the 22d of Janmiry, wa^^ entiiely

bare of sn(»w, and the weather resembled that of autumn in his

country. The line here entered the body of mountains known as

the Wa-aatch and Chu-ter-ria ranges, which are practicalde at seve-

ral places in this part of their course; but the falling snow and
destitute c(uulition of my party again interfered to impede examin-
ations. They lie between the C'olorado valley and the Croat Basin,

and at their western base are established tiie Mormon settlements of
Parawan and Cedar City. They are what are called fertile moun-
tains, abundant in water, wood, and grass, and fertile valleys, otler-

ing inducements to settlement and facilities for making a road.

These mountains are a great store-house of materials—timber,

iron, coal—which would be of indispensable use in the construc-

tion and maintemmce of the road, and are solid foundations to

build up the future prosperity of the rai)idly-iucroasing Utah
State.

Salt is abundant on the eastern border mountains, as the Sierra
de iSaZ, being named from it. In the ranges lying behind the Mor-
mon settlements, among the mountains through which the line

passes, are accumulated a great wealth of iron and coal, and exten-

sive forests of heavv timbe'*. These forests are the largest I am
acquainted with in the Ki>ck_y Mountains, being in some places

twenty miles in depth of continuous forest, the general growth
lofty and large, frequently over three feet in diameter, and some-
times reaching five feet, the red spruce and yellow pine predomi-
nating. At the actual southern extremity of the Mormon settle-

ments, consisting of the two enclosed towns of Parawan and Cedar
City, near to which onr line passed, a coal mine has been opeuod


