
Htiiil rulo wiiH given. And this holih cHptfciiilly for hucIi rnl«(8 ns aro

«x|»r«Hs«'iI in vory Hhort luul geiioriil words "* llt> luitliur «ayH,
'• Fur it irt coniinon tor ii rule ui" liiw to 1)h .so woidml, um tlmt one

nmy jiuuiMVtt tlmt tin* lii\v}j[ivi)r h;iH mipposfd or tiikt'U for },'iiiuti!il.

that thu pitoplu to whom it wns ^iven did idrciuly knosv iiiid

undfrstiuid moiiio tlunj,'n wldch wmo prifvious to thu upprtdirndiii;,' of

hiri inoiiuin},' : mo that it wiis ikuhIIcss to t'Xprivss thmii "* 'I'liis ia

(!«)i'liiinly thi) piopor coiusn lo adopt in thn Cii.so h -foio us. Th«) rule

given hy our Hh^s,sed Lord id in vory gt3nt»nil turtiKs, and, thereforo, in

onUir to und(MHtiind it, \vv. iniiHi tUKpiiro into th(! previous oiicuuistrtncfH

which vnry liktdy oiiabUul tho Aposllus to umlcrrttund till that was

not vorhally oxprcis.sed.

lUit I know that many will say the niodo is «.\pri«srted in the

word " haptizo.'' Well, if ihat he ^o, we shall more certainly

learn that fact hy our purposed en<piiry. The ci'r«!mouy of baptizing

was certainly not new to the Apostles; some of them had heou S.

John's disciples, and had therefore been baptized l)y lum ; much
more was Vjaplism no new thing among all the people of tho Jhws.

kSo that if the mode be expressed in the word " baptize," wo shall

certainly see that mode whenever wo road of baptizing in tho New
I'estamont.

In thus endeavouring to know tho mimls of the Apostles

regarding tho mode of baptism, which they had learned Ijy experience

and observation, we will first examine what wo arotold of tho Baptism

of our Lord. I know it is asserted, without any fear of contradiction,

that our lilessed Lord was imnioised in the river Jordan, and on this

assumption, which needs to bo i)roved, we hnd that (Christians aro

exhorted and re(iuired thus to follow tho example of their Saviour.

Now, even if it cuuld be so well proved that our Lord was immersed,

it does not follow that we are to be imr.ierse(L as the alone mode
of Christian Baptism. Our Lord came to fulhl all righteousness

—

tho rites and ordinances of the Jewish Church—by obedience there-

to, not of necessity to enforce their continuance by His example.

But if Jesus Himself has set us an example in His iiaptism as regards

the mode—that wo nuust be immersed as He was immersed—are there

not other circumstances connected with His Baptism which must
equally be required to bo followed ? S. Luke tells us that at His

Baptism our Lord " began to be about thiity years of age." (iii., 28).

Hence, if we are to follow His example touching our baptism,

I would think we should be bai)tized when being about " thirty years

of age," and hence that any persons under that agedimit were not

old enough for the rite, while any who had passed that time of life

wore to be rejected as being too old to follow our Lord's example.

Yet, again, I think it is more than probable that our Lord was

* •' The History of Infant Baptism," vol. I, p. 1.
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