
16

1:

i

I. feil:

t'}--

f;::

of the Colonies themselves. On the contrary, were the Mother
Country to take the lead in the matter, and invite the co-operation

of the various Colonies to effect the change in question, that co-op-

eration would, it is believed, be heartily given. This is indeed

mere matter of opinion ; but the cheerful compliance with which
the Colonies have usually responded to the direct suggestions and
invitations of the Imperial Government, leaves no room for doubt

that they would readily acquiesce in a suggestion such as this to

which no reasonable objection could be made.

There are other difficulties in the way of the Colonies coming
together solely by their own act, which are not quite so problem-

atical as those just mentioned. In all of the Colonies party ani-

mosities and jealousies are excessive ; and there Is some reason to

fear that if any party, in either of our Legislatures, were, as a

party, to move vigorously in favor of -the Union, the pure spirit of

faction would cause a stout opposition to it from their party oppo-

nents. There is ground for suspicion that one great reason why
more active and vigorous steps towards that end have not hitherto

been taken by any of the many prominent public men who are

known to be favorable to its attainment, is that they feared lest

their moving in it would evoke the hostility of political rivals, thus

causing delay to the success of the project, and possibly its ultimate

failure. It is credible that a similai* jealousy between the Prov-
inces, as so many individuals, would produce a like result, were
any one of them to attempt, in advance of the others, to push this

scheme to a consummation. All such difficulties would be at once

and easily obviated by the Imperial Government's taking the initi-

ative, and inviting the several Provinces to act simultaneously in

arranging the terms of the Union.

Besides the arguments embodied in the foregoing remarks, both

in favor of the Union itself and in favor of the Mother Country
taking an active part in its consummation, there are others which
may be briefly alluded to. The universal affection entertained by
her subjects for the person of our gracious Queen, would render

this great political change in one section of her Empire a matter of

easy consummation now. Were her Government to take a leading

part in bringing it about, such an act would be regarded by the

British American people as one of maternal solicitude for their per-

manent welfare, and would draw them, if possible, more closely,

and certainly attach them more securely to the British throne.

Should the settlement of this question be still left to the chances

of the future, it is difficult to say what may be the result ; but evil,

rather than good, may be reasonably anticipated. Shovdd the—in
that case difficult—operation of coming together be achieved by the


