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greater part of it. The furnmniiing bonier of lanil

was !()« ami nariow in many places, el'peiiallj' towarJii

the foiith, wluiT the beuLh conlilkil of a reel of rocks.

Three places on the north fule had the fame appearance,

fo that on the whole the land feenieil to refemble fiveral

woolly illamls. To the well waa a large clump of trees,

and in the (enter two cocoa-nut trees. When within

a mile of the north fide, though we cafl out a line, no

bottom could be tbund at ijo fathom, nor any good

anchorage. This ifland was covered with trees but

we could difcern no other fpccies than the palm and

the cocoa-nut. Several of the natives wercdifcovcrcd

t)n lliore. they appeared to be tall, w ith heads remark-

able large, wiiiih probably fome bantlage might have

increaled. Their complexion was of the copper colour,

and tluir hair was black. .Some of thele people were

lien abieaU of the lliip, holding pules or pike, of twice

their own height. I'hey ap|)e,ired alio naked, but

v\hen they retiied, on the 11 ip's palling by the illands,

they pill on a light-coloured covering. Some clumps

of palm-trees III veil them liir habitations, which at a

dillancc appeared like hilly ground, and the view- of

the groves was a very agreeable one. (Jur captain

(ailed this place I«i>^oon Illand, It lay in i 8 degrees

font h latitude, ami i jij well longitude. In the atier-

noon we again faw land to the north-well, by fun-fet

we real hcd ii, when it appeared to be a lou illand of a

circular form, and about a mile in eircumfeieni e. '1 he

land was covered wiih verdure of various kinds, but no

inhabitants were vilible nor anvcocoa-nui ti.es. I'his

illand is din.mt from that of lagoon aliout kwn
leagues mirth, and (>: well, which our gentlemen on

board named IhumbCap.
On the uh we continued our coiirfe with a fivruir-

ahle wind, and about three o'clock difcovered land to

thewellward. li was low, in form rifembling a bow,

and i:i cinumterencc lecmed to be ten or twelve

leajruc-. It> length is about three or four leagues, and its

i^idih about two humlieil yards. The beach was tlat,

and ItMiUil to have no oilier herbage upon it than fea-

weeds. The refiiiihlance of a bow was preferved in

the arch and cor I forming the land, while the inter-

ir.ediatc fpace was taken up by water. The arch, in

general, was covered with trees of v.irious veidurn and

ditlereiu heigl.t^. Tlrs illand, from the finokj that

was difcovered. .ippeaied to be inhabited, and we gave

It the name of How Illand.

On the (ith ab"Ut noon, weapiinfiw land to the weft,

and at three o'l '.o, k we came up with it. 'I'his land

(icnied to beili\idi.d into two parti, or rather a collei-

non of illands, (to whuh we gave the name of the

( rioup--) to the extent of about nine leagues. The two

largelt were divided from the others by a ftreight, the

breadth of which wai about Haifa mile. .Snne of
thefe illand* were ten 'iiilcs or more in length, but ap-
peared like long narrow ftrings of land, not above a

iiuarterof a mile in breadth ; but they produced trees,

however, of dilVerent kinds, air.ong which wai the

cocoa-nut tree. Several of thi inhabitants came out in

their canoes, and two of them lliewed an intention of
coming on board ; but thefe, like the reft, (lopped at

the reef. From the ohfervatioiis made, thefe people

appeared to be about our (i/e, and well made. 'I'heir

complexion was brown, and they were iked. In ge-
neral, they had two weapons, one was a long |K)Ic,

ipear-pointcd, and the other refembled a [i.-uldle. Se-

veral of their canoes were conllriii'tcd in fuch a manner
as not to carry more than three perfons j others wi re

fitted up for fix orfeven ; and one of thefe bo.iis hoilled

a fail, which was converted into an awning when a

lliower of rain fell. Capt. Cook would not (lay for

any of them, neither could we determine, whether the

lignals made were meant for defiance, or for i.ivitaiion t

one party waving their hats, and mother anfwering by
Iboiiting. In this refpciil it was not Judged prudent to

try the experiment, in order to be convimed, as the

illand appeared of no importance, and the crew nor

being in want of any thing it ccwld produce. Tlii<

ciiriolity was therefore laid addc, in expedation of loon

diliovering the idaml, where we h.id bcrn directed tu

m.ike our aftronomit al obfervations, the natives of
which, it was reafonable to conicvUire, would make no
ri lilhim e, having already experienced the danger ofop-
pmingan b.uroj".'an force.

On the ';th x^e difcovered another ifland, judp'd to

I'c in compals about five miles, being veiy low, and
bavin;; a j)iece of water in the centc. It a||)caied to

abound m wcxdl, and to be (overeil with viriliire, but
we law no inhabit iriis upon it. It was named Hird

Illand, from t'lc mimber of birds that were fecn tlving

about. Thiil.is in latitude 17 deg. 48 niin. fouth,

and 14J deg. ^5 min. weft longitude; dillant ten

leagues, in the diicvilion well, half north from the weft

eiici of the Ciroups.

On the 8th in the afternoon we faw land to the north-

ward, and ctime abreaft of it in the evening, at about

five miles dillancc. This land feeined to DC a chain

of low illands, of an oval figure, and confiftcd of coral

and faiul, with a few clumps of fmall trees, and iia

the middle of it was a lagoon. On accoiint of its ap-
pearame, it was called Chain Iftand.

On the loth, after a tempcftuous night we came in

light of Ofnaburgh illand, called by the natives

Maitea. This illand is circular, al)Oiit tour miles in

cinumfercnce, partly rocky, and partly covered with

tiees.
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ON the iitli we made Otahcite, or as captain

Wallis hail named it, king CJeorge the Third's

Illand. '1 he calms iireveiited our apjiro.ti hing it till

the morning of the i;ih, when a bive/.e I'liniiig up,

and feveral lanois wire l\-<.n making towards the lliip.

i-ew of them, however, would come near, and thole

who did could not be perluaded to come on board.

They had brought with them young jjlantain.s and
bram hes of trees, which were handed up the Ihip'..

fide, and, by their delire, were ftuck in conl"iiiruous

parts of the rigging as tokens of peace and frundihip.

We then purchafed their commodities, conliflingof

cocoa-nuts, bananas, bread-fruit, apples and figi, which

were very ni ccptablc to the crew. On the evening of

the fame day we opined the north-weft point of the

ille, to w hieh the Dolphin'.i people had given the name
of 'i'ork Illand. We lay olf and on all night, and in

the morning of the i;}th we entered Port Royal Har-
bour in the illand of Otahcite, and anchored within

half a mile of the Iliorc. Many of the natives caine off

immediately in their canoe.s, and brought with them
bread-fruit, rocoa-nuts, apples, and fomc hogs, which
they bartered for beads and other trinl'.'ts with the'

fhi[)'s company. The tree which bears the bread-fruit

is about the li/.e of a hor.'e-cliefnut: its !'',aves .ire near

a foot and a half in length, in ihape obloiig, and ver/

I raucti


