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fioiu a prufbuiid ignorance (jf the country, she ntlopted a now Inie,

jnissin<5 tlirough the »"iddh? of the St. Lawrence and the great hikes,

instead of that which was to have gone tin'ongii tlie centre of Lakes

Chain})hiin and St. George, and which Mr. Adams, the American

anibassathjr, was ready to adopt. It is of immense consequence to our

argmneiit to hear always in mind that what formerly belonged to

Kraiicc, on tlie continent of An)erica, after the treaty of Quebec,

belonged to Great Britain ; and it is very curious that there is to be

found on the public ardiives in Quebec, a grant from the Frencii

government of C-anada, called '• the fief of I>ladawaska," dated ])rior to

the chapter of Massachusetts, viz. KiH.'j, conveying to a French sulyect

a large territory, in tlxtt vcri/ dhtrict now claimed by the United

States. This fief of Madawaska includes the whole of the Temisquata

Lake, and nine miles further in length down the 31adawaska River,

extending in dei)th six miles for the whole distance, as well around the

lake as on each side of the river. Various i)roceedings and actions

under the authority of this act, and by virtue of the original grant,

have contimied without interrui)tion, under the jurisdiction of Lower

Canada, from its first date imtil tlif present day.

The words of the Treaty of 1783, in its first and second Articles,

are as follows :

—

'• Aiticlo I. His Britaiinii! Majesty acknowlcdgos the said United Suites, viz.

New Haiiipshire, Massacliusetts Bay, Rhode Ishind and Providence I'lantatioiis,

Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, ^hlryland, Viiginia,

Nortli Carolina, South Carolina, and Geor^'ia, to be free, sovereign, and inde-

pendent States ; that He treats with them as such ; and tor himself, his heirs and

suecessors, relincjuishes all claims to the government, propriety, and territorial

rights of the same, and every part thereof.

•' Article II. And that all disputes which might arise in future on the suhject

of the houndaries of the said I'nited States may he prevented, it is hereby agreed

and declared that the following are and shall he their boundaries, viz. from the

north-west angle of Nova Scotia, viz. that angle which is formed hy a line drawn due

northfrom the source of Saint Croix Rircr to the Hiijhhnds. alonij the said Hi<ihlandit

which divide those rivers that empti/ themselves into the River Saint Latcrence, from

those which fall into the Atlantic 0( kan, to the north-westermiiost head of Con-

i necticuf River ; tlienee down along the middle of that river to tlie forty-fifth

degree of north latitude ; from thence by a line due west on said latitude until it

strikes tlie River Iroquois or Cataraquy ; tlu'uee along the middle of said river

into Luke Ontario ; through the middle of said lake, until it strikes the rommuni-

; cation hy water between that lake and Lake F>ie ; thence along the middle of

\ said conmuinication into Lake Erie ; through the middle of said lake, until it

arrives at th<> water-communication between that lake and Lake L'uron ; thence

along the middle of said water-eommun'cntion into the Lake Huron ; thenre

ti.rougli tlie middle of Faid hike to the watcr-rommunication hctv/een that lake and
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