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k ten or eleven thousand feet in height, would exclaim that

the one was the very image of Arthur's Seat, and the other

of Edinburgh Castle. AVith the fear of Ontario before my
eyes I would therefore never venture to compare a winter

here to those of our greatest Province, but I am bound to

mention that when a friend of mine put the question to a

party of sixteen Ontario men who had settled in the west-

ern portion of Manitoba, as to the comparative merits of

the cold season in the two provinces—fourteen of them

voted for the Manitoba climate, and only two elderly men
said that they preferred that of Toronto. You will there-

fore see how what is sometimes called that very unequal

criterion of right and justice, a large majority determines

this question. Now, although we are present in Manitoba,

and Manitoba interests may dominate our thoughts, yet

you may not object to listen for a few moments to our

experience of the country which lies further to the west.

To the present company the assertion may be a bold one,

but they will be sufficiently tolerant to allow me to make it,

if it goes no further, and I therefore say that we may seek

for the main chance elsewhere than in Main street. The

future fortunes of this country beyond this Province bear

directh' upon its prosperity. Although you may not be

able to dig for four feet through the same character of

black loam that you have here ^ hen you get to the country

beyond Fort Ellico, yet in its nuiin features it is the same

right up to the forks of tlie Saskatchewan. I deeply regret

+hat I was not able to visit Edmonton, which bids fair to

rival any place in the North-West. Settlement is rapidly

increasing there, and I met at Battleford one man who


