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iMiip ii.N oiiii)aiiyiiin' this |M|.,'i. a ropy of a portion of l]nio.-"s vfinr^^^f vpiU, whi'li, made
lro)ii sniv.'ys, is (putr ar, miiU' and nIiowk tho hailiour iminoaili.'d fi^ iiiodnii rhaiisjos,
D.'iiys- d.'S'.Tiptiun ran \m.' ivadily Ibn-w-d; as, ind.'.'d. il ,n)i !),• uilliout a map l>y thoso
iamiliar \vi(h St. Joliii llarhoiir

^

Fs it pos.-iblo to donht tliat llio inland .0. Ih- |..li of Hi,, .ninm.o mnition-'d hy D.-iiys
is rartridLiv hland, or tiiat Iho niarsh.>s and iiats on {\w samo si.lc as tho i.sland an- tho
Cariotun Hals, oxtunding all along th.' west sidi- of the harlxnir and m.-ruinir into tin' great
marshy mud Hats now for the mo.st part filled in excepi for the Mill I'ond ' How" can
th.. Hats so d«seribed hy Deiiys pos.jMy 1„. th,- Courh^nay Jiay Hats as require.l by Mr.
ilannay's theory ? The hea. h. vvhieh is eompo.sed of muddy or miry sand, and whieh
extends out into u point, is euMitioned next. Can it be doubi.'d that "tliis point is that
whi(di is now ,Sand roint :- A modt-rn chart slunvs even bi'tt( r than the iJruee map the
ext.'ut iuid lorm of ties- Hals, and how u,li |),.nya' description aiplies thereto. This
point iHing pas.s.d, lie tells ns there is a cove (or .reek) makiiiu' int.. thr sai.l marshes,
across the narrow entrance of whidi La Tour buih his weir Can any description be
clean-r than this > What are the '• said marslies," if not the Oarh'toi, (i.ais already referred
to, now filled in ex,vp( for the Mill I'ond '. .\nd the creek is shown with th.' most satis-
lying clearness in Bnice's map Just above the beaeh of gravel. Where are the i)larcs on
the east .side of the harbour to which these words vvould ai^iily '.

And now comes th.' crucial iioiiit :

" A little further on, beyond the said weir, there
is a little mound where d'Annay built his fort," s:.ys Doiys. There is such a mound pre-
cksely where Denys says; and upon it long alterwards I'orl l-'rederi. k .toed; (here is no
other with which it can be confounded. Here then was the site of Charnisay's Fort.
Hew .-an this des.'ription be [.o-sibly so for<;ed as to plac,. it at Portland Point, as Mr.
Hannay would have us believe :" Ibit (his is not all ; Denys (ells us more: "I have not
found |itj well placed according to inv idea, for it is commaiub'd by an island which is
very near and higher ground, and behind which all ships can place themselves under
cover from the fort, in Avhich is only water from pits [or wells], whid/. is not very good

;

no better than that outside (!,e lort.'^ There is but a single island in the harbour above'
Tartridge Island, and that i.s very near the mound. It is to-day of about the same height
as the site uf Port Pivderi.'k, bm even now at low tide vessels could lie behind it out of
reach of the guns of a fort on the shore. There is good reason to suppose that the island
was higher nearly two hundred and fifty years ago.' As there is but a single island in the
harbour, this one apparent ineonsisteucy as to its height cannot throw us off tin- track.

• Tho islan,) i..^ wubliin^ away very ruiii,li\ iiiilecl, t.io e.stiiiiat() <,f a ic.si.l,.iit, Leiiig tlmt C.e foet of Die lower
ea,l have .iisappoared within tliirty years. It- his;lit..-t point '.s at i„esHiit Iwentv loet ali-.ve liiirli ti,le ai.oul tlio
lieifl.t of the "01.1 Fort" site. Jt was i.rol,ah,y |-..i-.aorly wo<„k.,l, an.l lar^.',, .sl.,iai..s can still Ih- seen ,„ .,,/« ui,on
Its northern beach. It i.s known t.(, l>e steadiiy sinkinjr, but tlie inovcnicnl probably afU'ds the nininland as «oll
It <'onsisls of gravel ..verlyin- .slate, and even im hi-littsl part may have l)een lovvercl n.ucO, in two huiulrod and
f.>r(y years. It is .juite |M,.«sibfe, loo, Uiat the old fort site i.i hi-her than wh. n Charnisav balk his f„rt uiion it,
as the suiressive rebniKlin-s npon tho site would tend to r.iise il s.niewbat. An >.M resi.l.-nt on the i.-land told
me that very large numbers of cannon l>all3 had been exp. >,• 1 i , i:,e wasidn^.' aw.iy of a clav bank at the nortli-
ern end, balls which seonied to have been slioi from the op!«,siie, i. r. the Portland,' shore. I'l seems certain that
theso must have been tired from the lort on Torllaud I'oint. Is it not [rohabL^ tiiiu, they came from Fovt I.a Tour
agai.ust the sbip.s of dAnhiay dnrin- its vi.L'nrMH dcfenccN? And do the;. ,„,t jnc.oasc the |.robal)ilitv (hat it was
La Tour's fort which stood there, and not i harni.-^ay's, whicli was tciiip..rary and |,n.lnvbly never lJe8ie^'ed, ns ho
had no enemies after it was built '.'


