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the advancing fi^uri', luanl a loii-.'. iluttcriiiL; breath hx*-

Iiind lier. I'lrhojw Nettie Wdl.r had died oi Inght.

The terror in her own brain dried up bei'ore an over-

whelming realization— she had Ix'trayed her?elf to the

principle of evil. She uas lo^t. Her thouu'lu- \v( h- it

once incredililv rapid and entirely vivid, h)LMeal: I.dward

Dunsack, ruintd, in Ciiinn: her-elt" blinded, confuse 1, de-

stroyed in Ameriia. Voterd.'y she h:td luld him i)ower-

less with the mere potency of her righteousness; but now

she had no strength.

Tliere ua'^ a loathsome murmur from lii- du t\ b'v-

He inlinded to kill lur, to mar and <[>oil lier tbroat, a

degradation forbidden b\ ( oiifueius, an eternal di-lujure-

ment. This filled her with a renewed energy of horror.

. . . Here there wa- none but a fetble woman to licar lu-r

if -lie ( iillesl. SI;, ro e mcdianit allw a li iid on tin- tal)le;

I'aou \ uen saw N\!iii- \'ollar'> deathly pallid laee rolled

awkwardly from tiie pillow, and tlie bowl of of)ium. There

were twenty or more pills. Without hesitation, even with

a -en-e of relief, .she .'wept the contents of the Ikjv.I into

her [lalm. The effort of -wallowinfT so m:iny hard parti-

cles was almost convulsive and followed with a nauseous

spasm.

Exhausted by mental effort she sank into a chair and

a dullness like siiioke scitlcd over her. The iV^ure of

Edward Dunsaek retreated te> an infmite di-tanrc. The

smoke moved in a great ste:,dv volume— tho eternal and

changeless Tao, without labor or desires, without. . . .

Hatred requited with virtue . . . attracting all honor—
mounting hiirher -nd hi?'her from lh< v no'^umincr passions,

the seething black lives of h' r imme:>ural)le fall.


