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the one end of life.” This discussion
has little relation perhaps to the busi-
ness career, relating entirely to those
young men who are preparing for a
profession, but it suggests the ques-
tion as to which is the best age ut
which the youth should abandon the
school and “enter Into the great pro-
ductive energies of life. For the vast
majority of the people, this question is
decided for them by the law of ne-
cessity.  They are obliged after leav-
g y the grammar schools, and
while yet mere boys, to enter the arena
of business or industry. A’ certain
proportion are able to pursue their
educational course still further, say,to
the end of the high or secondary
school, but the number who are able
to enter college are comparatively few
though there has been a notable in-
crease in the past few years.

The rule has been that the earlier
a person got into business the better,
it being argued that the practical
training he would secure in the actual
experience of business would be of far
greater value to him than any theo-
retical knowledge he could obtain in

the schools. The result has been, In
years past, that, as a rule, the minds
that were engaged In the professions

were better trained and more orderly
than those engaged In business. But of
late yoars, when the commercial ca-
reer has offered such extraordinary
opportunities, so that commerce has
become as attractive to the ambition
of man as even war and politics form-
erly did, there Is manifest a growing
tendency to encourage a higher com-
mercial education as the best founda-
tion for a successful business career.

In other words, as the educational
leaders are discussing the feasibilily
of shortening the educational trainini
necessary for o professional career,
there s a tende to lengthen out the

CIPLES IN

At the recent convention ot the Na-
tional Educational Assoclation there
Was an interesting discussion by Pres-
1de Butler, of Columbla University,
I'r mienl Bliot, of Harvard Unive!
v, and others concerning the que:
Hw of shortening the college course—
thit is, the time taken to obtain the
bac helor's egree. according to the
Wull Street Jous Dr. Butler's idea
Is (hat the li‘cnndlry schools below,
anl the professional schools above, are
reiching into the domain of the col
lexiate course, 8o that the latter is in
serous danger. He thinks that for a
young man whn is l.u uloul a profes-
course is
ent, for Yt he awom four years
llege, entering at the age of sev-
itea or elghteen, and then three or
four years In a_professional school, he
be 25 or 26 years old before he
is prepared lo begin the serfous busi-
news of life.  Another speaker, Prof.
sald that the chief danger to

training for a busineas
career.  And there can be no doubt
that this tendency is In the right di-

rection. especial importance is it,
in this age when business rules th
world, and the captains of Industry
have become the leaders in all na-
tlonal development, that those enter-
ing a business career should have
pome training In the principles of
philosophy.  Thelr minds should be
grounded In the ethical principles
which should underly all right livine.
The danger that threatens our busi-
ness life is not dishonesty in its gross-

er forms. On the contrary, the old
adage that “honesty is the best pol-
fey” is one of the corner stones of
business. Never was the standard of

honesty higher than it is to-day. There
probably is less stealing than there has
ever been In any age of the world.
Moreover there is n h appreciation
of the value of a word. has

a commercial rllin‘ The other dly
@& business man of whom a written
promise was demanded in a business

the feverish nllr-ull of what pays as

refused to give it, stating
that as & member of the Stock Ex-

everywhere.
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in the West by the

change, his oral promise was as good
as a written contract, and It was so
accept
A\ul nevertheless, modern I'ml"\en
above all things a code of
rol’nlled principles that shall mnlrol
their business relations (o
en(‘h olher. as buyers and sellers, as
producers and consumers, as employ:
ers and wage-earners. By this is nol
meant a code of principles based on
the law of necessity and utllity, but
one based upon the law of right in
its hl(her lntcrnrnn'lnnl, us|
nes: more power-
ful, ln fl!‘l the controlling factor in
dife, there needs to recting and
restraining it, more of the higher law
of justice and truth, There is lhlnl-
fest In commercial ife an Impatien
lml disregard of law when it Inl.r-
feres with the progress of the great
tnnuctlnn immediately in hand. ‘l'nere
is a tendency to sacrifice all else to

success, In no other way may a
knowledge and appreciation of
principles be better obtained than by
early Instruction in an educational in-
llllullon conducted on safe and sound

Nor will time be lost that is
devmed in such training even though
one is to devote his life to the com-
mercial career.
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