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- Forgign Markets for Ganadian Timber Products

GREAT BRITAIN

HE United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
35 the most extensive timber importing country in
the world.  Posscssing ‘no forest wealth of any
account, her many large manufactories using
wood as their raw material are dependent ulmost ex-
clusively upon importations from foreign countries.
The quantity of wood goods imported mnnually by
Great Britain is enormous. For the year cading De-
cember 31st, 1897, there were received at the various
pocts 9,843,088 loads of hewn and sawn timber, A load
as used in England is equal to 6oo feet board measure,
making a total import for the United Kingdom in 1897 of
5:907,392,800 fect board measute.  Placing the average
value at Si3 per thousand feet, this represents un annuil
expenditure in money of over $88,000,000. [t should be
stated, however, that in that year the market was over-
stocked, and therefore the average import would be
slightly below the above figures.
We give below the quantity of timber reccived in 1897
a1 some of the leading ports, according to their respective
importance:

lLoads
London, Engleeeeinnnenvnniane. ... 2,035,563
Cardiff, Emyz..... ciriecasieanncane.. 889,703
Liverpool, Engo.o...ooiiiias iil. 812,030
Hull, Eng_. ... Ceireeeiaas eeeee.. 808,654
West Hartlepool, Enge.... .....o... 399632
Newport, Engeeeeieeeiiieiaaaeaa. 286,348
Glasyow, Scolaien ceiierennnacenaa. 233,262
Grimsby, Engr........... ceeceeeceee 396,377
Gloucester, Engecivvenaniiiiiananes 221,392
Grangemouth, Engreooooos cooeiiiii. 194,223
Belfast, Ircland. .o vieiieinanieae. 192,028
Manchester, Engea ... ..., ceee 150,424
Sunderland, Eag ... .. ... ..ol 167,933
Bristol, Engre ovvvivinnas covinaee. 167,382
Leith, Scotland oo evviiviins cavvees 133445
Borrowstounness, Scoleee ceeveeecae. 131,053
Fleetwood, Engle ivivienininaaieies 125135
Greenock, Scot.. .. .. .. e, .. 125,308
South Shiclds, Engroooooevieaacoaio0 116,671
Dublin, Ireland..oooeeiaiaanenee., 1n,g0
Piymouth, Eng..c.cvviivieerereae. 100,554

It has been estimated that the Dominion of Canada
supplies Great Britain with timber products, including
manufactures of wood, such as doars, hox shooks, heading,
cte., to the value 0 $15,000,000. Perhiaps two-thirds of this
anount is represented by pine and spruce deals.  Inlate
years our nunufaciurers have increased their shipaients
of lumber 1o Great Brntun considernbly, but from the
above figures there would appear to be an opening for
further extending our trade.  In the lines most commonly
imported, such as deals, planks, and square and wancy
timber, we believe the prospeets for business have been
fairly well investigmted ; but there is undoubtedly a wide
macket yet undeveloped by Canadian lumbermen for
manufaciures of wood and apecialties. The following
letters, bearing upon the import and requirements of somie
of the principal centres, point in this direction :

DEAR SiR,—Reganding the best methods by which
lumber manufacturess not alrcady in the teade may bring
their goods to the notice of buyers hicre, ! wouldstate shat
this can hest be done cither through the medinm of the
many old established merchants in the teade, by applying
10 agents or brokers on this side, or by adverlising in
special trade papers. There seems 10 be & coacensus of
opinion that the Canadian producer should place hinwclf
cntirely in the hands of a single broker or agent, who
would make it hix business to watch his intereats and
obtain the best prices, while keepings him advised as to
quality, style of preparation required for this market, ctc.

It is not an casy matier 10 say what are the standard
sizes of haedwoeds in steady demand, as the demand
varies from time 1o time and the sizes depend to a great
extent upon the particular purpose for which the wood
may be required.  Oak, ash, black walaut, clm, magle,
birch and beeeh are some of the bardwoods mostin
demand liere.

e [ ]

There is really no end to the field which exists for the
extension of trade in partinlly and wholly manufactured
specialties in hard and soft wood. It is purely a question
of price and quality, as competition is very keen, and for
articles such as broom and axe handles, knife boards,
spokes, carsiage wood, car building materials, fueniture,
etc., low prices have to be accepted to secure i fair
portion of the trade. The demund is very large, and
Americans have obtained a hold on the market which
renders compelition very severe.  For the most part the
trade is done by merchants who import in large quantitics
by contract.

The Canadian wood pulp business is already established
on a firm basis, and there is roem for an indcfinite exten-
sion of this branch of trade in both the mechanical and
chemical varicties. The following are the views of a gen-
tleman well acquainted with the lumber and pulp trade in all
s bearings : ¢ The Canadian wood pulp industry has, in
our apinion, a great future. The pulpis regarded by British
paper makers as in several respects superior to Scandinav-
jan, and makes stronger and tougher paper.  There will
always be a good demaud for it in London und Man-
chester, even at a trifle higher price per ton than Scandi-
navian meshanical.  Inaddition to the several schemes for
erectingg wood pulp wills in Canada and Nova Scotia
which are being carried into cffect by means of British
capial, our Mr. Phillips has heard quite recently that two
of the leading paper-making concerns in this country are
on the point of dispatching representatives to Canada to
gather information with a view to the purchase of land
and the establishment of milis to supply pulp for their re-
quircments. No doubt is entertained in the best informed
paper trade circles here that the Canadian wood pulp
industry is capable of vast development.”™

J- G. CoLuer,

Sccretary High Commissioncer.
London, England.

DeAR Sir,—There is an increasing demand throughout
the United Kinggdom for ull kinds of Canadian bard and
soft woeds, and our chicf trouble hax been to keep
our customers supplicd.  We have had large consign-
ments during this year from our own limits in Canada,
but arestill very much behind with some of our orders.
We are desirous of communicating with reliable firms
who are prepared to fill export bills according to the re-
quired specifications of this country’s markets. We can
give orders for almost every kind of wood that grows in
a Canadian forest, furaish prompt returas for shipments,
and supply undeniable references on your side as well
ason this. We have a steady demand for oak, ash, rock
clm, soft clm, maple, basswood, birct:, beech, chestnut,
doors, cte., and are prepared to placelarge conteacts with
reliable operators whio can ship any ofthe abave mentiancd
woods cither in lumber or cut to specification. OQur
inspectors in Canada are thecroughly conversant with the
requirements of this country and would glxdly furaish xit
particulars as to the culling, cte., required for this market.
1ast year we handled from 200 1o 230 large consigments
of Canadian woods, and are doing our utmost to further
this trade with Canada. We have reccived recently a
large enquiry for willow. Do you know of any firm who
handles this wood 2

We cannot sce why the Canadinns should not capture
the paper market of England. It is an undeniable fact
that the Americans are taking away the trade of the
paper manufucturers in this countsy. It i3 .80 a well
known fact that American paper is made frons Lanadian
pulpwood. This trade belongs to the Canadians, and if
they don't accure it they have themselves 10 blame, as
they have the raw material and as good natural facilities
for manufacturing as the Americans, and quite as good
freight rates to this country. The writer remembers,
2 bout two years ago, while travelling on the north shore
of Lake Superior, having scen hundreds of thousands of
loads of spruce destined for the American paper mills,
and he believes the same applics to all parts of Canada,

as we oursclves have recently received templing offen
from American paper manufacturers for the pulpuood o
our Canadian limits. The writer believes pleaty o(mu.e,
could be raised in England for the industsy of Rpr
manufacturing in Canada shiould a proper prospectus be
shown.
Tue M. TiMBER COMPANY OF Caxam,
London, Eugland.

DeaR SiR,~Before enumerating the various descrip.
tions of timber which find here a ready  demand, we by
to point out that no other industrial centre in the United
Kingdom presents a more desirable outlet for the prodoas
of those who are interested in the timber tride andes
gaged in its manufacture in the Dominion of Camdy,
As the chicf scat of the shipbuilding industey in ik
country, our city does a large trade in every kind of woed
manufactured and exported froms Canada.  The impons
to the Clyde are large and increasing, and as faras
preseat appearances indicate are likely 1o continue dong
s0. The existing demand for nearly all Canadiun woxds
isvery good; for some it is cven brisk,  \We beliee,
therefore, that there is great scope in this maske fora
large development in business in Canadian timber, and
for the information of your lumber manufucturers webeg
10 enclose 1 memorandum of the woods which are most
extensively used here.

Waney BoaRDWOOD. — This timber is in constazt
demand by shipbuilders and house builders, and is rego.
lated in price by size and quality. Work at present is
plentiful in cach of these depariments of trade, with
every prospect of being maintaiced, and as stocks are
lighter than they were at the same period a year ago, ocr
anticipations are most likely to be realized.

SQUARE WiliTe PINE.—The cnquiry {orihis timberis
only moderate.  Like the boardwood, the better quaky
of it is used mostly for finishing purposes in houses asd
ships, and it alwitys commands & good price.

RED PINE.—At one time 2 considerable quantuty of this
wood went into consumption for joisting, ctc., butit
scems to be out of faver now, and superseded by pitck
pine.  Siill a2 fair consumption takes place annually.

Ern.—Elm is largely used by shipbuilders, and tie
stock on hand not being cxcessive, rather, indeed, undes
what it was at the same time last year, points to tae
continuance of a fair demand, cspecially for Lirge wool

OAR LOGS AND MANKS.- The formier are used i skp
building and railway and wagon building, and the planks
chiefly for the latter industry, which s a very mportat
onc in this ‘icinity, and large quantiies of vaaocss
specifications are taken up.

Astt.~This is mostly used by cabinct makers i the
manufacture of bedroom furniture, and also for dawer
wood. The demand is always more or less active.

Bircn goes largely into chair making, and there i3
betier demand than existed some few months ago both
for loggs and planks, boards and squares.

Wit PINE Deaws.—There is always a large demasd
for these in the different sizes and grades of quality. M
the beginning of the year, in consequence of large stocks,
prices ruled low, but the present very brisk condition of
our principal industrics has greatly improved aniten.
First quality aice used to a Iarge extent for finistunyg par
poses, such as panclling in house doors, ships, ctu., and
alvo for pattern wood for engincers. Sccond quality,
though in fair demand, ix not so much used as finsts of
thirds, and the impaits are therefore on a smaller scale.
Ia third quality deals there is o very large consumptica
amongst joiners, boat builders, packing box makess, etc,
and good <ound planks can always be sold at ther alee.
Fourth quality deals, both broad and aarrow, arc mastls
used by packing box makers, but the low price, @~ com
pared with thirds, makes them in demand also v the
smaller class of furniture makers.

WiiTeE PINE Sinings.—Large quantities of thewe are
imported to this market. Since their introduction hereia
recent years there has been a great demand for itliem,
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