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ther. ln no petition and eonequently no investigation. In re-
gard te the. recent general eleetlona, it now appears that there
have becS very few petitionas flled. 1 have ne personal. knowledge,
of any corruption in any meent conteet, but it would not b.
a fair' asmumption that there wus very littie corruption merely
because very few pe-titiono are flled.

Au a final illustration of this defect li the Act, the writer
hma been .credibly infornxed that in at leaut one instance since
the Act waa passedl the two rival candidates themuslves ln one
election agreed that each should bceat liberty to upend an much
as h. pleased, and that there should b. no subsequent petition
and there was none. Both candidates being wealthy the op-
portunities for corruption were imnmeaaurable and the con.
tent turned upon the skilful spending of the respective cor'-
ruption funds.

In 'view of the foregoing faets it must b. obvious that agents
intending to indulge in eorrurt practices have very littie to
fear, as the risk of expoaure and puuishmient in comparatively
trifling. Let us suppose the case of an agent who takes money
to a district generally regarded as corrupt. NWlat risk dooe h.
rn of deteotion and punishinent? In the fi'ht place lie feels
that there in a chance that lia purchuse of votes if carried on
skilfully wiIl neyer be knowx'; secondly, he har4 meaon to think
that there la an agent of the other candidate li the sanie dis-
trict slmilax'ly equipped; thirdly, lie has reason to believe there
will b. no petition if his candidate ia succesaful; fuurthly, lie
knows that, if by any chance a petitien in presented, tliere will
be the usual opportunity for a counter-petition and a safe
"tZ'Bde;' flnally, lie knows that an investigation can be stifled
by certain admissions whlch would not conceru hlm. In it auy
wonder then that agents in the heat of an election will mun the
rlek-munch a ver littie rlsk-in mrder to sec-are large retumnat
They do it beeause tliey feel that they eau do it safely. And
they will continue t> do it until a law la passed that wlll make
them realie that they cannet escape. go soon as there in sucli
a -law vlgorously enforced nxany of the corruptioniats will
abandon their 'corrupt practices, and the few reckless one who
miglit stili violate the law would cesse violations as soon as there
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