
THE GOVERNOR AT LAKE SIM COE.

Lake Simcoe, originally Ouentaronk Lake, sometimes called Sin- 
ion or Shiniong, afterwards called Lac aux Claies, was given its 
present name by Governor Simcoe out of respect for his father.

The three principal islands in Lake Simcoe are now known by 
the naines of Snake, Georgina and Thorah Islands. Georgina and 
Thorah Islands were formerly known as Graves and Canise Islands, 
respectively, but have come to be called by the names of the townships 
to which they arc adjacent. Snake Island, from the time of the 
earliest white traders down to the present, has had the name it now 
bears. There was an attempt more than a century ago to rename the 
islands after friends of Governor Simcoe, but none of the designations 
came into general use. Smith’s Gazetteer, published in If!)!), and 
in its second edition published in 1813, gives Snake Island as Dar
ling’s Island, named after Captain (afterwards General) Darling, 
one of the friends of Simcoe who accompanied him on this trip to 
Lake Simcoe and Matchedash Bay. These names, however, had only 
a temporary application on paper, and the names in use among the 
traders and early settlers were not superseded by the proposed ones.

Matchedash Bay is an inlet at the southeast extremity of Georgian 
Bay, Lake Huron—also spelled Machedash and Matadash—and means 
muskeg or marshy ground. Waubaushene is situated at its mouth, 
nearly opposite where the Severn enters Georgian Ray.

25th—In passing a rapid an Indian In the Governor's canoe fell over, 
and the canoe passed over him. He rose up on the other side and got In 
again wl'hout seeming discomposure. On returning one of the soldiers 
cut his foot near Holland's River. Mr. Alexander McDonnell and an
other gentleman stayed with him. as he was unable to travel. The 
" Old Sail " received them hospitably, and shot ducks for them. A small 
quantity of provisions being left with them, and an Indian who carried a 
large cargo quitting the party, reduced the stork so much that the Gover
nor set out with only two days' provisions and the expectation of five days’ 
march to bring them to York. The Indians lost their way, and 
when they had provisions for one day only they knew not where they 
were. The Governor had recourse to a compass, and at the close of the 
day they came on a surveyor's line, and the next morning saw Lake 
Ontario. Its first appearance, Coll. Simcoe says, was the most delightful 
sight, at a time they were in danger of starving, and about three miles 
from York they breakfasted on the remaining provisions.

Noth.—The Big Chute is now being developed by the Simcoe 
Power, Light and Railway Company, and for many years there 
has been a lumbermen’s dam at this point. At the right side of the 
river, going down stream, in the neighborhood of the Big Chute, there 
is considerable indentation caused bv the dams raising the water. 
This indentation was not apparent in 1793, before the inroads of 
civilization.

25th—Had they remained in the woods another day It was feared that 
“ Jack Snap ” would have been sacrificed to their hunger. He Is a very 
fine Newfoundland dog who belonged to Mr. Sheehan, near Niagara, but 
has lived at Navy Hall from the time of our coming there, and walked to 
Detroit with Coll. Simcoe. He has been troublesome enough on this excur
sion, as his size was very unsuitable to a canoe, but be is a great favourite.
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