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Befides, that in all enterprlzes, efpccially

meant for bold ones, all the objedUons,

which it is fo right to weigh and eonfider,

are not, for all that, to be flighted, on fuffi-

cient motives to out-balance them ; amongft

which not the Icail is that axiom of marshal

Turenne's in war, That one is not always to

fuppofe an enemy will do all that he might

do. The point is to weigh relblutions ma-
turely ; but when taken, to execute them
with conflancy and intrepidity. Whether
then the expedition, now under confidera-

tion, was dctedtive in the projei^tion or in the

execution, ftood the matter of a fair enquiry.

But as the decifion on the execution, by fuch

an enquiry, naturally and ultimately in-

cludes the judgment to be formed on the

projection of the enterprize, the fliilure of

it was not without propriety, made by his

majcfly's orders, fpecilically the objedl of
examination.

But before I take notice to you of the re-

port of the commiflioners on that enquiry,

I fliall obferve to you the ftate of the public

opinion on the difgraceful return of fo pow-
erful an armament, without effecfting any
thing anfwerable to the hopes or defigns of

its outfct.

The greater part of the nation, with the

befl: of meanings to its honour and interefl,

in the heat of its refentment for difappointed

expeda-
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