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of their American Commander, orders were ex- A. D.

pedited for reinforcements of men and ammuni- ''

tion to perfc(5t their pernicious defigns on that

Continent.

As all this could not be concealed fiom the inftnu--

Britilh miniftry, which was known to all the peo-
JJ^^^ur rl

ple ; the nation murmured greatly at their fupine ionics to

inadlivity •, whofe only care of that vaft and im- one confc-

portant Continent amounted to no more than fome ^^'^''^'^y-

cautionary inilrudions tranfmittcd to the Gover-

nors of our provinces ; and for them to unite in

their own defence. The inftrudions ran thus,;

" It is his Majefty's command, that in cafe the

fubjefls of any foreign Prince fliould prefume to

make any encroachments in the limits of his Ma-
jefty*s dominions, or to erect forts on his Ma-
jefty's lands, or to commit any other ad of hofli-

lity ; and fliould, upon a requifitio; made to them

to defift from fuch proceedings, perfift: 'n them,

they fliould draw forth the armed force of tlieir

refpedive provinces, and ufe their beft endeavours

to repel force by force." Tlie Governors were

likewife ordered to form a political confederacy.

And the Governor of New York was appointed

to confer with the Chiefs of the Indians, and by

prefents, and other means, to keep them ilcady

to the Britifli intereft.

This, to be fure, was a dcflrable union, and a iiow tiicy

meafure that, if cffedually executed, might have
J^.'^J'^j*'"^"

anfwered the intention of preventing further en-

croachments ; but, fuch is the bad policy of Bri-

tifli fubjeds, that they, by their ov/n contentions,

fre-
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