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bancc on the death of the queen, or oppofition to the de-

Hgn the minillry had formed, of immediately proclaiming

king JameSy and bringing him with all convenient fpced

to London. i . . ,

In the methods made ufe of for this purpofe, the wif-

dom of the great men by whom they were concerted was

very conrr}icuous. For, in the firft place, care was taken

that the lieutenants in the northern counties, and all who
had any authority in thofe parts, were either well affected

to king James^ or abfolute dependants on the adminillra-

tion 5. Then, as to the fleet, whiclj was of mii^hty con-

fcquence at fuch . a jund^ure, provifion was made for its

fecurity without the leart jcaloui'y {^iven, that this was the

council's intention* For, it having been founa of great

benefit to the nation, to have a Ilrong Iqnadron of foips

on the Spanijh coaft from February to November^ there

could be no umbrage taken at the increafing of thefe iii

the fpring of the year 1602, becaufe the war with Spji?-

ftill continued ; and though the lords had litile confidcme

in Sir Richard Levefon^ who for fomc years had been in-

truded with this command, yet they would not remove

him, but conienied thcmfelvcs with appoiniing fir lyiUiOJi

Monfon^ on whom they could depend, his vice-admiral,

giving him, however, the command of a beitcr fiiip than

the adniiral himfelf had. They likeuMle intimated to fir

WiiUam^ when he went to his command, (:he qut-en be-

ing then fo low that her recovery wns not ex|)e^ted) that

in cafe of any ftir, lord Thomas iloivard lljonld immedi-

ately come and take clurge of tlio {'eer, ^y cnic ring fir

JFillicnn A'ljNjon''s fJiip, arid fir J^liilam ^o on bor.rd fir
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