
ti BAT FLU OF QUEENSTON HEIGHTS.

uight was iotensely dark, raia was atill fall-

ing g(>Dtly, and the winds and the roaring

of the river drowned the sound of thoir

movements. Everything seemed to conspire

to favor their enterprise.

Col. Van Rensselaer had originally been
•elected t6 command the advanue-guanl, but
when C'lrystie arrived,he stubbornly refused
to waive his rank and it was ta^r. agreed
that he should lead a column of three hun-
dred regular troops, while Van Rensselaer
headed an equal number of militia. The
militia composing this detachm<>nt were ac-

cordingly chosen with great care from
among the best drilled men, and by their

commander at least, were believed to be
superior to the United States troops in

point of discipline. Forty picked men of

the regular arcillery conducted by Lieut.

Gausevoort, all of whom had long been
quartered at Fort Niagara and knew the

river well, were selected to- head the other
column and were followed by four compan-
ies of the 13th United States infantry, which
was regarded as one of the crack regiments
of their army. Next in succession, Col.

Fenwick and Major Mullany were to cross

with 5.50 regulars, then an equal number of

militia and so on in order until the entire

division consisting of the 6th, 13th, and
23rd United States infantry, detachments
ot three regular artillery regiments, a bat-

talion uf volunteer riflemen, and the 16ch,

17th, 18th, 19th, and 20ch regiments uf New
York militia had been passed over. The
artillerymen, well provided with matches
and rammers to work the captured guna,>tnd

a detachment of engineers was detailed to

fortify a position as soon as it was taken.

The number of officers and men exceeded
four thousand of whom at least fifteen hun-

dred were regulars, and barring accidents,

the whole force might be ferried over in

even trips. The two largest boats were
also fitted with platforms on which a field

-

piece with its carriage could be loaded.

In less than a quarter of an hour from the

time the boats pushed off, ten of them con-

veying three hundred men, reached the op-

posite shore at the exact spot selecteJ for

effecting a landing,qiMte unperceived by the

•entries. Three others, among them the

two largest, were carried down by the cur-

rent, and of theae only the smaller one suc-

ceeded tding below, while the two
others .. d by command of Col. Chry-
atie to ...cir own shore to make afresh start.

Most of those who had landed were regular

troops, comprising the detachment of artil-

lery and three entire companies of the I3th

infantry, and having sent back the boats to

bring over the next detachment, Van

Rensselaer assumed the command in the
absence of Chrystie, and attempted to form
up his men before advancing further. Their
presence was tnen for the first time dis-

covered by a militia sentry, who was so
aicitated by the tact, that instead of tiring

his muitket at once, he lau into the m^iin

guard to give the alarm. In a few minutes
Captain Dcanis advanced tovtards the land-
ing with forty-six men of his own -i^mpany
and a few of the militia, and found tne
enemy still in much confusion. His first

volley fell upon them, as it proved, with
fatal precision. Van Rensselaer himself was
struck down with six wounds, several com-
pany officers and a number of men were
killed or disabled, and the entire body re-

tired to the water's edge where they were
partially sheltered by the steep bank.
The batteries at Lewietnn, where the gun-

ners had been waiting with matches burning
for the signal, instantly opened fire, the
flrst round from their heavy guns being
aimed at the redan, but when the glare of
the musketry disclosed the pobition of a
small body of British infantry near the land-
ing, all six guns were turned upon it, and
Dennis drew his men back under the shelter

of the houses of the village. In this brief

encounter the loss of the Americans was
subsequently stated to have been eight
officers and forty-five men killed or
wounded. ,

The gunners in the redan and at JRroo- ^
man's Point began firing at random in the
diieotion of the Lewiston landing, in the
hope of striking some of the boats, and
Lieut. Crowther of the 4l8t, brought up a
tiny three-pounder tield-pieoe or itrasshopper
to sweep the road to the river. Van Ren8*e-
laer, being quite disabled by his wounds,-
was taken back to Lewiston, and the com-
mand devolved upoi^ Capt. John K. W.ool.
of the 13th, a brave but young and iaexperi-

enoed officer, who for more than two hours
seems to have been quite aatisfied to retain

his foothold beside the river, while the
batteries behind him were fast wrecking the
village of (jueenston. His men, however,
maintained a brisk but harmless fire from
the shelter of the bank. Reinforcements
were pushed over to his assistance, but mis-
fortune still attended them. Two boats
loaded with men were swept far out of their

course by the curient. One of these, com-
manded by Lieut. Col. Fenwick xti the
artillery, struggled ashore in the coye^ below
Queeuston and attempted to ascend the
bank there. They were at once attacked ;

Fenwick received a pistol-shot in the face

which i>artially blinded him, besides two
other wounda, and was taken prisoner with

^\


