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men, who might be sulipcenaed upon a case, to meet

together before beinj? called as witnesses and in a calm,

judicial way, discuss the different medical points beanng

upon the approaching tritd, and then go into the wit-

ness l)ox, not as partisans " coached " lor the occasion

by counsel, but as unl)iascd witnesses, who "nothing

extenuate nor set down anght in malice." These qual-

ities are needed very nuich in the witness who gives

evidence in cases of insanity. In most of such cases found

on the criminal docket the disease is obscure, and to

" make haste slowly " is very necessary, that judgment

may be just. The defendant may be a malingerer or a

monomaniac, who cunningly hides his peculiarities, as

many of them do. Such may be afflicted with melan-

cholia, giving intelligent answers to questions, yet

possessing homicidal or suicidal tendencies. The
medical witness is often asked to give an opinion of

the mental condition of such a person after a few min-

utes observation and conversation, or at most after one

or two interviews of short duration. There would be

no difficulty in doing this were a patient maniacal and

indulging in all kinds of "fantastic tricks," but any

one who has passed through the wards of an asylum

knows that a very large proportion of the patients are

not of this class. Visitors and grand juries often mis-

take patients for attendants, and vice versa. A few

weeks ago an intellige:it banker of Toronto wrote to

me a letter besjinnino: with these words: "The house'

Tceeper mentioned to me yesterday." He had been a

visitor to the ward every few dajs for weeks to see a

sick friend
;
yet he mistook one of the most cunning

patients in the ward for the housekeeper, and had been

consulting him about matters connected with the

patients. He was somewhat astonished when told that

the househeeper was at times one of the most intract-


