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For example, we are working hand in hand with the Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan to upgrade the province’s rural roads over
the next two years. This federal-provincial partnership will
invest $30 million and will create more than 500 full time jobs.
That is not all.

The spinoff from this project will result in hundreds of
additional jobs for Saskatchewan. Residents in the construction,
technical and professional trades will have opportunities to
work instead of sitting in the unemployment lines.

Those of us who represent the province of Ontario will
understand the hurt and pain the residents have gone through in
the recessionary years when their so—called Canadian dream
slipped away. They question the future and what kind of future
their children will have. We have established an infrastructure
program in co—operation with the province of Ontario known as
the Canada—Ontario Infrastructure Works. We estimate it will
create approximately 37,000 direct and indirect jobs.
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These are facts and figures. They speak to the commitment the
government has toward bringing back jobs, creating economic
growth and, more important, giving back confidence to the
people of Canada, confidence that was shaken during our
recession.

I can talk about other projects in the regions of York or
Waterloo where investments have been made so that we can once
again regain the strength required at the local and community
levels to drive the economy and give confidence to the people so
that we can push forward.

These are fine examples of how partnerships can work, how
we can foster a strong and productive partnership together. The
government expects to create approximately 90,000 jobs for
Canadians both on site in construction and off site in providing
supply and services. Beyond that several thousand of more jobs
will be created indirectly from the program’s impact.

That is not all. One starts by building the foundation. We
addressed infrastructure. We then moved forward to strategic
initiatives with the provinces. There again the theme is of
partnership and regional concerns, bringing about the type of
co-operation that is required if we are going to introduce a new
way to govern.

We have allocated $800 million strategic initiative funds for
the next four years. This investment will enable us to build a
Canada that is consciously job oriented and reflects a prosper-
ous, enterprising society.

The minister has already announced a number of projects
under the strategic initiative programs. They include job link
with the province of Ontario, a $50 million investment to help

thousands of welfare recipients get employed. Is this not what
governments should be doing, providing opportunities to people
that historically have been trapped by the same system that
should be helping them?

We will be operating in 10 to 12 communities and job link is
transforming existing programs into one co—ordinated system to
help people move away from welfare into work. We want to get
people off the welfare rolls and on to the payrolls of this nation.
This is what people are asking for.

We were all campaigning for the October 25 election. Every
door we knocked on people were saying: “Give us hope. Give us
a job so that we can look to the future with confidence’. This
example of job link with the province of Ontario speaks to that.
It speaks to the understanding of a fundamental principle that
government’s role is to provide opportunities for people and the
individual’s role is to make the most out of those opportunities.

If I may review, the government is moving into a social
security review that will once again give to many Canadians the
tools required so that they can compete locally, nationally and
globally. We are working very hard to make sure that the dream
of a job is realized from coast to coast to coast.
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[Translation]

Mrs. Francine Lalonde (Mercier): Madam Speaker, I would
like to mention, although this will be underlined further this
afternoon, that we are sitting today for the first time minus one
of our colleagues.

I was very pleased to start off the session with a debate on full
employment. However, the debate taking place in the context of
this particular bill, my pleasure turned to displeasure, to bitter
disappointment as regards the nature of the provisions put
forward by the New Democratic Party.

A full employment policy, as anyone who has looked into the
subject would know and as far as I am concerned, includes
basically two main components: so—called macroeconomic poli-
cies concerning employment and policies at the regional and
local level which, because of the ownership of the local and
regional players, allow maximum job—creation benefits to be
derived from national policy, whatever the nation, at the region-
al level as well as from a more local and regional policy.

I would like to mention in passing, as time is short—but I
hope we can come back to it later on—that Diane Bellemare and
Lise Poulin-Simon, two university professors have looked into
these matters extensively since the 80s in Quebec. They have
worked so hard in fact that they influenced not only the central
labour bodies, which they criticized in a way, but also manage-
ment, which was also criticized, and governments to such a




