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any of our problems; nevertheless, when we
corne to discuss a matter of far-reaching im-
portance such as this, we should try ta be
frank with one another without fear of giv-
ing offence. If my western friends will permit
me ta say so, it seems that they are some-
times rather too touchy with reference ta
remarks made by members of this bouse, ar
perhaps autside the bouse, which are flot
intended ta be criticai but to be merely
observatians of fact. Far example, the other
day one or twa members behind me, broad-
minded Canadians in every respect, made a
slight reference, which might perhaps have
been regarded as rather critical, ta a certain
bill-indeed, I forget exactly what it was-
and within a few days one of the Saskatchewan
newspapers violently criticized these two hon.
gentlemen an the ground that they had
attacked the west. As a matter of faet there
was no thought in the minds of those mem-
bers af attacking the west. Newspape.rs that take
that attitude simply because of a bit of miid
criticism are only sawing the seeds of anitag-
onism-samething that we should do aur best
ta avoid if we wish ta be goad, loyal Cana-
dians.

I think I have the right ta speak plainly
because I laak upan myseif as a westerner.
I bave always done so. I came from, Fart
William, which, as I pointed ont last night,
bas been far many years-Vancouver naw
shares this distinction with it,-the spaut
through which western grain bas been handled.
Commercial produets going into the west
have had also ta pass thraugh that point, and
consequently bath geagrapbically and comn-
mercially we at the head of the lakes regard
ourselves as farming a part of western Can-
ada, rather than as belanging to the eastern
country. I well remember some of the trials
western Canada bas had ta face. From 1908
ta 1912 the west passed through a trying time,
particularly in the urban centres. From 1907
ta 1912 ail of us in western Canada, froma
the bead af the lakes clear through ta the
Pacifie coast, were so confident that the west
would rapidly attain a position of vast impart-
ance, with a very considerable population,
that the idea was prevalent that ail ane bad
ta do was ta buy reai estate and forget ahl
about it and that almost over night one
would make a huge sum of money. From Fart
William and Part Arthur right through ta
the Pacifie everybody bought land. Asq aid-
timers wiil remember, there was a land boom
of most extraardinary proportions and when
it broke in 1912, and then was completely

smashed by the war in 1914, terribly chaotic
conditions followed, involving ahl those who
had indulged in that speculation.

I visited Saskatoon on one occasion in 1911,
and miles away from the centre of the cîty
there were subdivisions of land which were
then regarded as city lots but which ta-day
have reverted ta farmn lands. This is true
of my awn eity as well as of Saskatoon. This
wiil give some idea af the crises through whicb
western Canada bas passed. I knaw samething
of the problems of the west, and I believe
that we were over-aptimistie. An aid friend
of mine, witb wham I used ta sit in the
evening and drink a pot of tea, used an expres-
sion which I tbaught was very apt. H1e said
that we were insanely optimistie and I think
it is true. That was the spirit of the western
cauntry. In Fort William we used ta talk
about ourselves as the Chicaga of the nortb
and we beiieved that it was only a matter of
a few years until there would be a population
in Canada of 25,000,000. Indeed, in looking
over the speeches of some of the statesmen
of that day-at that time tbey were merely
poiiticians as we are, but since their demise
tbey have become statesmen,-one finds that
they too bad visions of a population in Can-
ada of some 25,000,000 in ten or fifteen or
twenty years time. That was what we believed,
and that is wby we overbuiit raiiways, creat-
ing the problem which we have ta deal with
to-day.

I point this out ta show the state of the
western mind at that time. We ail plunged
inta debt, ariginally ini the cities and later
on the farms, in the municipalities and in
the provinces. But the point I wish ta make
is this, that while those of us who gat into
debt in western Canada-and the saine applies
ta the east-deserve sympatby, we sbould not
regard as criminals all thase wbo lent us
money. It is well for us to remember that the
mnan who borrows the money should take bis
haif of the blame. The prablemn should not
be regarded as though the lender were a per-
son who bas committed a crime, although I
am afraid that that represents a frame of
mind which is altogether too cammon. At the
samne time I realize that such a measure as
the Minister of Finance (Mr. Dunning) intro-
duced this morning is, properiy modified, the
sort of legislation which wili do something ta
readj.ust this situation.

Having laid that general foundation, I wish
ta offer a few observations which ta a certain
extent I touched upon hast evening, but only
hurrîediy. They are points which' we ail, I
think, should remember in dealing with the


