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to inake, tbat the lion. gentleman (Mr. Boyce)
had improperly received Information.

Sir WILFRÎD LAURIER. I dici fot say
that.

Mr. HAGGART. Then, I misunderstood
the righttlion gentleman (Sir Wilfrid Lauriér)
andi I beg his pardon. In any case he said
that this information bad been improperly
given by some one in the depnrtment.

Sir WILF RID LAURIER. Yes, if the
hon. gentleman's (Mr. Boyce's) information
is correct.

Mr. HAGGART. We on this side for the
lirst time bave received the information f rom
the Minister of Rnilways i(Mr. Eimmersoni)
that tbese plans are private and not open to
tbe public. That is an extraordinary position
to take. Who can be more interesteci In
the location of the road or in its passage
flirougli any part of the country than the
public themselves ? Is It to bring Influence
to bear upon the department or the govern-
ment ln reference to a more proper location
ôf the rond ? But, if the plans are con-
cealed fromn the public, only those wbo have
ch'arge of the plans know of the matter.
The object of plans being filed eitber witb
the government or in the registry offices ln
thie diflerent parts of the country is to give
notice to the public where the rond is to
Le locateci.

Mr. EMMERSON. But it maýy flot be
locateci there.

Mr. HAGGART. Where it la proposed to
be locateci. These are locateci plans of the
different terminais filed iii the office of the
department ; and the sole object in filng
tbemi is to give notice to every one in-
terested where tbat roaci is to be bult.

Mr. EMMERSON. If my hou. friend
(Mr. Hnggart) will pardon me ; I will nsk
him if these proposeci plans are not the
subject mnttei of n decision of the govern-
went as to whetber they will be accepted
or not-

Mr. W. F. MAGLEAN. You may not ap-
prove of them at ail.

Mr. FMMER SON. Precisely, there is the
n n swer.

Mr. HAGGART. The Act of parliament
was amended last year for the purpose of
getting the approval of the Mînister of
llailways in referenýce to the matter. The
bon. gentleman says tbat these plans are
not fileci for the purpose of liaving the
approval or otherwise of the government.
Wtiy does he seal tbem up ? Why does he
tell my hon. friend that there are no plans
filed or approvei of ? Why does lie give
that answer to the House ? Wbat a pecu-
Unar position he takes. First of ail, lie de-
nies there wns a plan fileci at al; then lie
gets ont of it by saying that there are no
plans fileci or, andi approveci of.

Mr. RAGGART.

Mr. EMIMERSON. No, I snid fileci andi
approved of.

Mr. HAGGART. The very words 1 used.

Mr. EMMERSON. You used the word
or.,

Mr. HAGGART. I corrected it andi saici
'and.' He said there were no plans fileci
and approved of. Wbnt inference would the
bouse draw fromn that ? That tbere bnci
been no plans wbatever la the department.
It wns only by slow means tliat the hon.
gentleman dragged thie information out of
the head of the departmient that the planls
had been there for a number of weeks for
bis approval, but tbey Iind not been ap-
proved of. There is the position. But it
is a new departure that these plans have
to be sealeci and secret. In old times any
one coulci go to thie depnrtmnent, tlie plans
were open, and any one coulci get a copy if
hie liked. Perhaps -the officiai wbo gave
copies of the plans looked at the Act of
parliament and knew for wbat object-tliey
were flled, and thouglit that It was within bis
duty-untii lie got diff erent Instructions-to
give tbem to any one tbat applied for
them.

Mu. W. F. MACLEAN. I bave been read-
ing over the law on the subject in tbe Rail-
way Act andi it provides that once these
plans are fiied, tbey are open for inspection,
and if any one bas an objection to make
lie can urge it on the minister, and then
the miaister may order a change in tbe
plans-it is ail in that direction. I say we
have a righit to the plans ; andi on the otber
grounci, tbat this parliament is paying for
tbis expensive commission. This parlia-
ment represents the country, this commis-
sion is dealing with an important interest,
and ail their plans ouglit to bie subject to
parliament.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. If 1 may be
permitted to trespnss again on the atten-
tion of the House-this question of wliether
thie plans are to be given to the bouse or
not, will come up on Mondny wben the
hion. member for West Algoma (Mr. Boyce)
bas a motion for the production of these
papers. The question may be properly
brouglit up then wliether we shoulci give
them to the public or not. But the chiarge
lie made was that these plans bnci been im-
properly communicateci to some one, that
la the point under discussion.

Mr. FOSTER. Witb that statement of
the Prime Minister, we miglit let the dis-
cussion drop at present and take it Up again.

Hon. W. S. FIELDING (Minister of Fi-
liance). la it fair to the officers of the Rail-
way Department to nllow a chiarge of that
nature to be made and stand as it does
now ? I tbink the bon. gentleman who bas
made it-made it in good fnith-must feel
that lie ouglit to furnish the minister. it
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