
Proceedings of the Quebec City Summit 

Our commitment to full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms is based on 

shared principles and convictions. We support strengthening and enhancing the effec-

tiveness of the inter-American human rights system, which includes the Inter-American 

Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. We 

mandate the XXXI General Assembly of the OAS to consider an adequate increase in 

resources for the activities of the Commission and the Court in order to improve human 

rights mechanisms and to promote the observance of the reconunendations of the 

Commission and compliance with the judgments of the Court. 

We reaffirm our commitment to maintain peace and security through the effective use 

of hemispheric means for the peaceful resolution of disputes and the adoption of confi-

dence- and security-building measures. In this regard, we support and corrunend the 

efforts of the OAS. We reiterate our full adherence to the principle that commits states 

to refrain from the threat or use of force, in accordance with international law. In 

conformity with the principles of international humanitarian  law, we strongly condemn 

attacks on civilian populations. We will take all feasible measures to ensure that the chil-

dren of our countries do not participate in armed conflict and we condemn the use of 

children by irregular forces. We reaffirm that the constitutional subordination of armed 

forces and security forces to the legally constituted civilian authorities of our countries, 

as well as respect for the rule of law on the part of all national institutions and sectors of 

society, are fundamental to democracy. We will strive to limit military expenditures while 
maintaining capabilities cornmensurate with our legitimate security needs and will 

promote greater transparency in the acquisition of arms. 

We reiterate our commitment to combat new, multi-dimensional threats to the secu-

rity of our societies. Foremost amongst these threats are the global drug problem and 

related crimes, the illicit traffic in and criminal use of firearms, the growing danger 

posed by organized crime and the general problem of violence in our societies. 

Acknowledging that corruption undermines core democratic values, challenges polit-

ical stability and economic growth and thus threatens vital interests in our Hemi-

sphere, we pledge to reinvigorate our fight against corruption. We also recognize the 

need to improve the conditions for human security in the Hemisphere. 

We renew our commitment to the full implementation of the Anti-Drug Strategy in the 

Hemisphere, based on the principles of shared responsibility, a comprehensive and 

balanced approach, and multilateral cooperation. We welcome the development of the 

Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism and reiterate our commitment to make this mech-

anism, unique in the world, one of the central pillars in effective hemispheric cooper-

ation in the struggle against all the factors that constitute the global drug problem. We 

express our support for effective alternative development programs aimed at the erad-

ication of illicit cultivation and will strive to facilitate market access for products 

resulting from these programs. 

We acknowledge that another major threat to the security of our people is HIV/AIDS. 

We are united in our resolve to adopt multi-sectoral strategies and to develop our 

cooperation to combat this disease and its consequences. 
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