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special education needs; share information and successful experiences in encouraging
educational participation and addressing student retention within certain groups, especially
boys -in particular in the Caribbean countries - whose drop-out rate at the secondary level
is high in certain regions;

Support and promote lifelong learning by:

- offering varied curricula based on the development of skills, knowledge, civic and
democratic values;

- providing flexible service delivery mechanisms, including the use of information and
communications technologies, to foster employability, personal growth and social

commitment; and

certifying skills acquired on the job;

Strengthen education systems by:

- encouraging the participation of all sectors of society in order to obtain a consensus
on policies that are viable and that guarantee the appropriate and continuous
distribution of resources;

- decentralizing their decision-making and promoting the participation of civil society,
especially parents; and

- promoting transparent school management in the interest of securing an adequate and
stable allocation of resources so that educational institutions can play a leading role
as agents for change;

Enhance the performance of teachers by:
- - improving their conditions of service; and

- raising the profile of the profession by providing, in addition to solid initial

. preparation, opportunities for ongoing professional development, and by designing
accessible, flexible, dynamic and relevant training strategies using, among other
means, new information and communications technologies; -

Support ongoing regional projects for comparable indicators and educational assessment
resulting from the Santiago Summit, including cooperation initiatives based on performance
assessment programs regarding educational processes and achievement, taking into
consideration studies in pedagogy and assessment. practices previously developed by
countries; develop comparable indicators to assess the services provided by each country to
people with special education needs and promote the exchange of information on policies,
strategies and best practices in the Americas;
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