
inappropriate structure is now. The authors do us a service by examining
the conceptual basis and the practicalities of launching this initiative.

(vi) The UN: A Problem of Authority
Author: Brian Urquhart

Speaking from the vantage point of Secretary-General for Special Political
Afihirs in the UN for 20 years, Brian Urquhart provides a niasterly
overview of the history of UN peacekeeping operations since 1945. He
explains how the global peace enforcement concept established by the
alliance of victors in World War Il collapsed because of the Cold War, and
the confusing compromise of peacekeeping by consent emerged in its place.
The sudden end of the Cold War in 1990 caused an intervention cuphoria,
in wbich forceful interventions were carried out almost indiscriminately and
with totally inadequate planning and resources. Tbis short-lived euphoria
evaporated leaving behind a "morning afler" cynicism. While niaking
forceful suggestions about steps to be taken in the inimediate future, Brian
Urquhart insists that no substantial progress can be made without a shift in
attitudes to sovereignty. There cannot be any effective global peacekeeping
without some poollng of authority in relation to enforcement measures.
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