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Reform of the Colonial Office

For & long period before Confederation, the
Colonial Office in London administered the domestic
and imperial affairs of the Perinces of Canada, through
Governors. After Confederation, 1t continued to super-
vise the Dominion's imperial and forelgn relatlons,
through the Governor General.

As has been shown, the Governom General, according
to thelr personal quallities, could make & strong lmpress
and could contribute a great personal iInfluence on Can-
ada's external relations. But in the final analysis,
it was the Colonial Office in Downing Street, and the
Secretary of State for Colonlal Affalrs, which exerclsed
dpminént control,

Canadians, with but few exceptions, did not chafe
under this traditional and constitutional arrangement.
But there were times when the trends of autonomy, natlion-

allism, awakening sense of nationhood, and amour propre,

inclined some' leaders in each of the overseas Dominions
‘to urge a distinction betwsesen the self-governing colonies
of dominion status, and the non-self-governing Crown
colonles.

This manifested itself in an embryonic desire
. to have the Colonial Office divided in some way Into a
department administering in the o0ld manner the non-self-
governing Crown colonles, and a speciél department super-
-vising, in a slightly different manner, the self—govérning
responsible dominions, with reéognition of those domin-

1onb)grow1ng desire to manage their own external affairs.




