on Division
rnal Affairs

hwa Canada

Vol. 25, No. 43

October 28, 1970

CANADA RECOGNIZES THE PEOPLE’'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

In a statement to the House of Commons on
October 13, Mr. Mitchell Sharp, Secretary of State for
External Affairs, announced the successful con-
clusion of discussions in Stockholm with repre-
sentatives of the People’s Republic of China on
mutual recognition and the establishment of diplo-
matic relations.

Mr. Sharp stated:

“Officials from my Department and from Indus-
try, Trade and Commerce will be leaving for Peking
vety shortly to begin administrative preparations for
the opening of a Canadian embassy in Peking. We
hope to have the embassy in operation within two or
three months. :

“The establishment of diplomatic relations be-
tween Canada and China is an important step in the
development of relations between our two countries,
but it is not the first step, nor is it an end in itself.
We have opened a new and important channel of com-
munication, through which I hope we will be able to
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expand and develop our relations in every sphere. We
have already indicated to the Chinese, in our Stock-
holm discussions, our interest in setting up cultural
and educational exchanges, in expanding trade be-
tween our two countries, in reaching an understanding
on consular matters, and in settling a small number
of problems left over from an earlier period, The
Chinese have expressed the view that our relations
in other fields such as these can only benefit from

~ the establishment of diplomatic relations between

our two countries. They have also agreed in prin-
ciple to discuss through normal diplomatic channels,
as soon as out respective embassies are operating,
some of the specific issues we have raised with
them.

NON-COMMITAL ON TAIWAN
‘““As everyone knows, the agreement published today
has been under discussion for a long time. I don’t
think it is any secret that a great deal of this dis-
cussion has revolved around the question of Taiwan.
From the very beginning of our discussions the
Chinese side made clear to us their position that
Taiwan was an inalienable part of Chinese territory
and that this was a principle to which the Chinese
Govemnment attached the utmost importance. Our
position, which I have stated publicly and which we
made clear to the Chinese from the start of our ne-
gotiations, is that the Canadian Government does not
consider it appropriate either to_endorse or to chal-
lenge the Chinese Government’s position on the
status of Taiwan. This has been our position and it
continues to be our position. As the communiqué
says, we have taken note of the Chinese Govemn-
ment’s statement about Taiwan. We are aware that
this is the Chinese view and we realize the im-
portance they attach to it, but we have no comment
to make one way or the other.”

Simultaneously with Mr. Sharp’s statement, the
Nationalist Chinese Ambassador to Canada, - Mr.
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