
human rights as articulated the Preamble of the Charter and the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights on the other. During the Cold War, territorial integrity was privileged; in

the post-Cold War era, however, human rights law is gaining increasing prominence. The

most recent shift is in part a response to two events: the genocides in Bosnia and Rwanda.

From these events followed the implementation of the International War Crimes

Tribunal, the push towards the formation of an International Criminal Court, and the

British detention of General Pinochet.

A farHffer key event in the shift towards the privileging of human rights is the intervention

in Kosovo, as discussed above. Clearly NATO violated the norms of territorial integrity

and non-intervention set out in Article 2 of the UN Charter. In addition, NATO rejected

the tenus of Article 53, that no enforcement action shall be taken under regional agencies

without the authorization of the Security Council. It is significant that this intervention
was justified on the basis of human rights.

There are several legal foundations for humanitarian intervention in international law,
such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a number of UN conventions, and

the many regional declarations on human rights (particularly those articulated by the

European conimunity). In addition, there is a vast body of jurisprudence on human rights

built up during the Cold War, as well as the contribution of ECOSOC during that time,

and the ratification of treaties dealing with human rights. The human rights aspects of the

UN Charter are gaining greater recognition and importance in the international

conimunity. Political change is 'catching Up' with developments in international law, and

intervention in sunnort of these laws becomes possible in a way it was not during the
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