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The United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
oppose the proliferation of nuclear weapons, chemical weapons, missiles
capable of carrying such weapons, and certain other missiles and missile
technologies. The more nations that possess such weapons, the more difficult
it will be to realize the desire of people everywhere to achieve effective
arms control and disarmament measures and to reduce the threat of war.
Weapons proliferation can provoke or intensify insecurity and hostility among
nations, and threatens mankind with warfare of unprecedented destructiveness.

Our discussions over the past months point the way to a new era in
relations between our two countries. We have taken major steps toward
concluding agreements to reduce our own strategic nuclear arsenals, to bring
limits on nuclear testing into force, and to reach a global ban on chemical
weapons. Together with the nations of Europe, we are taking unprecedented
steps to reduce existing conventional weaponry as part of a process of
building a lasting structure of European security. The progress we are making
and the commitments we have made in these bilateral and multilateral arms
control efforts clearly demonstrate that arms reductions can contribute to
increased security, even when there have been long-standing and deep-seated
differences between countries.

The historic steps we have taken to improve United States-Soviet
relations and to co-operate in the interests of international stability create
the possibility of even closer and more concrete co-operation in the areas of
nuclear, chemical, and missile non-proliferation.

With these considerations in mind, the United States and the Soviet Union:

- Declare their commitment to preventing the proliferation of nuclear
weapons, chemical weapons, and missiles capable of carrying such
weapons and certain other missiles and missile technologies, in
particular those subject to the provisions of the Missile Technology
Control Régime (MTCR);

- Agree to work closely together and with other members of the
international community to develop and put into action concrete
measures against the proliferation of these types of weapons; and

- Call on other nations to join in a renewed commitment to effective
non-proliferation measures as a means of securing international peace
and stability and as a step toward the effective limitation worldwide
of nuclear weapons, chemical weapons, missiles, and missile technology.

The two sides have taken specific actions to advance these commitments.



