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The establishment of UNCTAD is part of @ Process which has gone
on for many years within the UN system - the creation of j series of
specialized expert bodies set up to address themse%ves directly and
expressly to those economic and soc?al problems @hlch seem susceptible of
international solution. Starting with the Functional Commissions, we have
elaborated and refined this network w1th}n ?he United Nations itself to
include the governing bodies of the speClallZ§d assistance programmes, the
Committee for Industrial Development, the Advisory Committee on Science and
Technology and now - the boldest gesture.to daFe = UNCTAD. En route, we have
made periodic changes in an effort to bring this burgeoning network into some
sort of logical orders the Council has recommended the merger of TAC and the
Governing Council of the Special Fund into one’Governing Council for a unified
United Nations Development Programme; the.Commlssion on International Commodity
Trade recently died a graceful and essential death, its functions taken over
UNCTAD.

We have seen, moreover, the development of what has been called the
United Nations "family of organizations" - the Specialized Agencies, which
have in recent years been drawn increasingly closer to the work of the United
Nations itself, to the point where we might change our terminology to speak
in future of the United Nations common system of organizations,

All these developments - with their common theme of increasing
specialization - have reflected the changing needs of changing world. It
would be surprising if these changes did not signal the neeg for comparable
changes in the role of ECOSOC itself. Tt would also be surprising if the
founders of the United Nations, who endowed ECOSOC with its functions, had
been able to see in any detail the role the United Nations would be required
to play in economic and social matters 20 Years later. In that 20 years,
we have seen the urgent need for an assault on économic and social develop-
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